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a inattcr of fact, liowvver, it is prevailingyly prescnted in an athicistic
forrn, as a thcory wvhicli furnishies a substitu tc for a Supreme 13cing.
XVhcnl so prcscntcd it labours under the fatal defeot of continually
assuing uncauscd rcsults. If thore bc no God, no one to irnpart
I-is o\1-n cfficïcnicy, thenwhccvc a hihrprocluct is evolved out of
soinething lower, that part vJ the product which is over and above
the cfficiency of what produces it, is anl effect w'hich has no cause
wliatc\.cr. If, howevcr, the operation of God is discernible iii al
creatcd ex,,istence, and is oven a nccssity of thought in order to
explain it, then any rcality that may be asscrted of evolution is
sirnply anl evolution in the manifestation of the suipernatural. This
is the neccssary basis on \\,'ichi aIl thicories concerning the facts of
existence mnust procceci in ordcr to have sel f-cotisisteiicy,. Ilie
facts of existence not offly supply us %vith a scrics of manifestations
of a supernatural bcing when rightly interprcted tncy makc knoiv'n
anl orcrly progrcss and incr-casing devclopmnent in thcse manlifesta-
tions-an evolution. 13v this is not rncant that supernatural quali-
tics corne into fulîci- bcing fromn tiine to timec iii the history of the
w'orld, or attain a fuller sel f-conisciouisncss, as if thc supernatural
gçradually, becamec clothed %vith greater- divinity, or gradually carne
to the full consciousiiess of thit (livirlity. But it may be main-
taineci that the history of the world is an incr-casinig disclosure of
God throughi His attributes, so that as time advances those previ-
ously displaycd becomec more distinct and fresh ones risc into pro-
minlence. Thus the cvidences of natural and rcvcaled religion may
be groupedi, not simply under the vairious divine attributes, but also
in an orderly sequence, corresponding to thc actutal order iii whichi
these attributes appear. Tie supernatural cornes ivith increcasing
fulness into the sphcere of nature. The entire phienomnena of iai
mate nature, the cexistcnice of life and of huiman reasoli, and the
facts'ý of what is specially deioiinai.tcd r-cvelation bear witncss to ail
incrcasing ordcrly clcvclopmnent iii the manifcstation of the divine
character. Even those w~ho dcny the possibility of knowving- any-
thing superniatural gClncrally aclziowleclgec tha' the phienonmena of
being, as known to us, liear witness to a I3cing aibove and bchlind
thicmn Spencer, the apostie of modern agno-SticiSmt1 is constrainiec
to postulate ail inifinite anld ctcrnal encrgy fromn %ihel aIl things
proceed. To chrceiewhat can be thus dcscr-ibcd as abso]utcly,
unknlown s'ceins a contradiction iii terims. ocvctheacnw
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