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meant for such,  'We can expect from them no active co-operation in the
work of foreign missious, for they themselves are practically heathen, and
present in themselves a field for foreign missionary labor, for they need to
have the Gospel of faith and obedicnce preached first of all to them.

But assuming as beyond dispute that this is the bounden duty of the .
Church, to bear the Word of Life to every nation and every creature, even
within the bounds of the present generation, we again affirm that the
supreme need of the Church is immediate and implicit obedience to the
Lord’s command. If Abu Taher with five hundred rebel Carmathians
could repulse the thirty thousand soldiers of the caliph because every
one of his five hundred would instantly sacrifice life at the command of their
imam, what could our Lord Jesus Christ do with a few thousand men and
women whose will was so absolutely merged in His that they had no pur-
pose but to complete His purpose ?  'With five thonsand such men and women
the flag of the Cross could be borne to the summit of our Satanic strong-
holds. The fact is that the Church, as a whole, has never yet undertaken
to obey her Lord’s commands. Two thirds of the human race are yet
without the knowledge of God, There are vast districts on the surface of
the earth, thousands of miles in extent, where no missionary bas ever yet
borne the good tidings ; millions of souls congregated in thickly settled
districts have yet to Jook upon the face of the first missionary of the cross.
"The destitution and desolation are appalling, but not more appalling than the
practical indifference of forty millions of Protestant church-members who
calmly look on such a scene of spiritual want and woe and still immerse
themselves in selfish indulgences. We¢ must by repetition inculeate and
impress upon all disciples of Christ that this individual obligation to obedi-
ence cannot be relegated to any board or socicty or organization, that it
still fastens itself upon every individual believer with a tenacious bold that
cannot be relaxed ; it demands that every man and woman who believes
shall Jook the question in the face as a personal question, shall look upon
every human being as one who is his brother and of whom he is the kecper.
If one can go, he ought to go ; if one cannot go, he ought to send, and
the secif-sacrifice in sending should be not one whit less than the self-sur-
render in going. If we cannot throw off this responsibility upon any band
of men, so that we shall be dclivered from the obligation of going, neither
can the payment of some small pittance of money relieve us from both the
obligation to go and the obligation to send. The time is coming, we can-
not but believe, when men will dispose of whole estates, as Robert Ialdane
did of Airthrey, that they may give the entire procceds to the erection of
new mission stations and the sending forth of new missionary laborers;
when men shall dare great things for Ged, as they do even now for the
perishable things of this world, when families will be trained as much to
consider that foreign missions represent a service due from every believer,
as they are now trained in the most consecrated homes to look upon faith
#s an cssential condition of salvation™ That word * obedience’ should be




