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Russia is a great country with a great people, but she can never enter
the sisterhood of European nations until her rulers shall have given to her
serfs a liberty that shall be not merely nominal, but real. There is no

greater tyranny than that of collectivity.—Annals of the American Acad.
emy, Philadelphia.

AN UNIQUE MISSIONARY MEETING ON THE HIMALAYAS.
BY WV, JACOB CHAMBERLAIN, D.D., M.D., DARJEELING, NORTH INDIA.

Sir Charles Biliott, the Governor of Bengal, and Lady Elliott, last
week sent out cards of invitation for a reception to all the missionaries of
all societies now on these hills, numbering more than eighty, including
those working at Darjeeling, Ghvru and Kalimpong, and those visiting this
sanitarium for recuperation. The principal residents of Darjeeling, and
tea-planters on the slopes Qf the mountains, and many officials up here on
duty with the Governor, or on leave, were also invited to meet the mis-
sionaries.

Sir Charles Elliott has had long experience in India, rising from the
bottom of the civil service ladder up through the different grades by sheer
force of character, until he has now attained, by appointment of the Queen-
Empress, to his present exalted position. In Government official parlance,
he is styled the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, because the Governor-
General or Viceroy also has his headquarters in Bengal, and of course
officially overshadows him ; but Sir Charles is de facto Bengal’s governor,
having his own Legislative Council and his own corps of secretaries, or
cabinet entirely different from those of the viceroy.

Darjecling, on the Himalayas, from which eighty miles of perpetual
snow is seen, is the summer capital of Bengal, and Guring the hottest
months Sir Charles and Lady Elliott occupy ¢ The Shrubbery,” as the
gubernatorial residence here is named, with its beautiful garden-park
around it, and Governmen$ offices and chief officials’ residences adjacent,
and from here the affairs of this great Bengal presidency are, for the time,
administered.

The cards of invitation read : ‘‘ To a garden party on Wednesday,
June 15th, at 4.30 o’clock, to be followed by a Drawing-Room, at which
an account will be given of the progress of wissionary work.™

A break had come in the monsoon weather, now upon us, and the clear
day, with its view of the highest mountain range in the world, glistening
in its mantle of snow, added to the zest with which all parties came
together. The Governor and Lady Elliott were exceedingly affable, having
pleasant words of cheer for each missionary, as they inquired after their
work, and taking special pains to introduce the missionaries and officials,
residents and tea-planters who were present. After an hour’s very pleas-
ant social intercourse, during which refreshments were served to all, Sir
Charles passed through the company, inviting all to come to the *‘ Durbar




