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witnesses of so much infamy, have not waited, by their letters, to
rend the veil.” (Documents, p. 9.) According to Cardinal Lavigerie
the reports of Livingstone and Stanley did not go beyond the range
of learned societies and the precincts of chancelleries. The multi-
tude of their books and reports, which had a circulation a hundred
times wider than any of the verbal or written utterances of the Car-
dinal, and to which he constantly refers for statistical purposes, or for
broad surveys of the Af+ican evil, count fornaught among the powers
that have brought to liyht the African horrors. Again, the ¢mis-
sionaries ”? to whom he makes allusion are Roman Catholic, and rota-
bly bis own. The half century of heroic efforts of Protestant mis-
sionaries in Africa before his advent does not seem to trouble him in
the least when he calls himself ¢‘thc pastor of Africa,” or when he
spcais of ¢“my missionaries” as the only Christian workers on the
Dark: Continent.

All this represénts but one aspect of the historical unfairness of
the prelate. There is a more serious historical defect: it is his
abortive exertions to cause the Pope to appear as the prime mover
in the anti-slavery crusade. A careful reading of the encyciical
letter to the bishops of Brazil (pp. 1 to 27), of the allocution of
the Cardinal to the Pope (pp. 30 to 37), of the answer of the Pope
(pp- 38 to 41), of the Cardinal’s expression, “ daigna se rendre é mu
priére” (p. 495), and of many similar passages, will convince one that,
prior to the first success of the African prelate in this campaign, the
Pope had no especial interest in this cause. All through the docu-
ments we find exaggerated, irrelevant and unbistorical praises of the
Pope of the same unreal order as the statements that make Leo XIII
¢““the prisoner of the Vatican.” We are far from unwilling to recog-
nize the rare qualities of the present Pope or his co-operation in the pres-
ent anti-slavery movement; we only contend that neither he nor the
Cardinal, nor the Roman Catholic Church, ought to monopolize the
credit of a movement to which Protestant missionaries, explorers,
tradesmen, statesmen, and all the great factors of civilization, have
been the most important contributors,

Cardinal Lavigerie has certainly aroused the Catholic nations of
Europe to the importance of eradicating the slave trade from Africa;
he has led Protestant nations to take up with new ardor and in
a more practical way a cause dear to them; he has sct earnest
men to devise means to destroy Africa.. slavery; he has inspired
several thousand young men to go as volunteers to Africa;
he has so affected public opinion in France that the French Govern-
ment receives popular support in its campaign of Dahowey,
where one of the greatest strongholds of slavery is being overturned;
he has done much to bring anti-slavery men of different countries to
act in concert; he has organized the different anti-slavery societics in



