
SERMON.

(]y thoc latte IRov. Peter Gordon.)

"I acknowledge ?ny transgression." Psalms li. 3.

God is gaovernor of tho utniverse. In the material ivorld hoe bis
sot bounds to ail its mnovenients whieh it cannot pass. In the nior'at
sp)irittuaýl, intelligent -%vorld lie baalh set bouinds -%viohl wc ougit »Ot
to tîansgrc-ss. ic is th)o fathor of spirits to whomn wov ounrlht to Subîssit
aind livo. le bath an unquostionable, right to rcign. 1-10 ies and
onghit to mule in the armies of heaven, and to do wvhat seernotit hùnm
good amnong us the inhabitants of the earth. IBut obodionco on caýr
part is inost reasonablo, nîost henoficiai and honorable. Bvery dlevi.
ation froin truth, frora Godin thouglbt, word and (bcd is most abous.
inablo, unprofitable asnd disgracefui. With. shanse and confusion Of
face, thorofore, should evory one of uts this day adopt the language
of the toxt: Il I acknowlodge iny tasrso

lZJles ~e aknwlo<r our traiisgrossijons there can bo ic 1-igtyi
mourning'r and hum~iliatio'n on account of sin. In order tisctoforc. to
nid the, exorcises of this day permit me briofly to show whn.,t the,

acno e1dgcrment of transgression mlos
1. In the first place it implies a doop conviction of' the evii of sin.

lYntil wc bo convinced that sin is an cvii a groat cvii, ive %-ill [lever
aeklnowledge it as snob. It is impossible thiat any ono eaui with fiec

herin si ncority aclznowledlgc thiat to hoe an evil,whielh lio dooeslot
thinkis 15 5. Neithoer sbould wo bo satisfied with a general vague
aeknowledgcment that wie arc ail sinners. Many utter the extires.
sion, who have no solid conviction of flhc roal cvii of sin; that by
moans of it they stand guilty beom God, condcrncd by hini, ind
subjectod to eternal miiscr 'y. We must bo convinced t.iat sin is igiinst
God Iiimiseif, cisc wc ivili nover aelziowledg,(o it unto him. ".Aýgainit
the, and thece oniy" says flhc Psalrnist "have I sinned, and ini thy sight
have I donc thsis cvii". And says another, "Iowv shWA 1 do this groat
cvii and sin against God." Ail sin supposes a iaw of' which it is flhe
transgrression, ,Ipd overy li supp0os a superior. But ini morality
ail creatures are equai, no one lias a right to dictate for tho faith
or practico of another. And whien God consnits the excution
of bis iaw to mon ho(, reekzons obedience, to tliose laws, obedienco, to
hi msolf and not to mon. So that ail sin, ;vbaiteves', is direetly gist
the hioly nature, the rightfui. authority and the perfeùt iaw cf'God.
Now, sinco God is suprceiey excellent and good, sin miust bo inox*-
pressibly cvii and dotostablo ; silice God is flhc standard cf ail moni
rc etitude, sin must hocflhc perfection of deforniity. God iimselfand
bis iaw are suprcnîecly holy, just and good, therefore sin Must bo in-
finitely abominable, i iquitous and pomnicious. Vie more ive dis-
cover of the perfection and g,,lory of tho divine charac ter, the more
we Nvill ho convinccd of tise dcformity and vilcneý:s of ourtransgre.
siens. When we obtain tho discoveries of divine gylory ivlieli the,
p rophot had, we wiil also bave the dcep convietion cf 8in wliceh ho
lad, and inake the saine honcst acn~hdoctof tr.ins(ressiol
wvhichi ho did. Il I sawt%," says ho, " tihe Lord sitting upon a thronlei
higb and iifted up, and his train lilled tihe temple, and ono criod unto
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