
ALcADIA ATHENirEUl%.

As the Christinas niorning dawns aind the consciousness of its
nleaning bursts ini upon% ts, cur rninds reveft to the scetie in the
littie harnler of Bethlehemn, where years and years ago, the Son. of
God lay clothied in lowly garmnts. and

-Shepherds at the grange,
XVhere the Babe was born,
Sang with inany a change,
Christmas carols until inorn.

Tht words of Longfellowv, just quoted, present to0 us a niost
beautiful jicture of the Christ and it is with gladness and joy that
we ineditate upon his glorious coining. The liallowed associations
give us an inspiration, w1bich causes us to join in the carols of tbe
joyous Christmias day, and as the belis peal out tileir glad refrain,

"The wvondrous sound
Is echoed c i forever :
Glory to Gol onhIigli, on earth be pence,

And love towards inen Of love-salvation and release."
How sweet and fllU of meaning are the words of Longfellow, as

lie speaks of the Christmas belis, which ring out their mnelodies
--I heard the bel!s on Christmxas Day
Their old, faniiliar carcis play,

And nild and sweet
The wvords repeat

0f peace on earth, good wLill to ien Pl
And again the words of Milton

"Ring out, yc crystal spheres,
Once bless ouir hv'nan ears,

(If ye have power ta touch our senses so
And let your silver chine
.1ove in meloos tiîne,

And let the bass of Heaven's deep argan. blow,
And with your ninefold harmony

Make -up full consort to thue angeiic symphony."
At the Christmnas season, not oniy do the deep-toned bells chinie

out -their sweet strains to giadden the hearts of mien, but within the
churches, on that anniversary day, the majestic swells of the organ,
the voices of the old and voung, join in heightening the power and
effect of the joyous time.

-We ring the bells and ive raise chie strain,
We hang up garlands everywhere
And bld the tapers twinkle fair,
And feast and frülic-and then we go
Back to the sanie old lives again, "

High hang the decorations and draperies, and in both churcli
and home the evergreen and nistletoe are conspicuous.

-The niistletoe hung ini the castie hall,
The holly brandi iuhone on the old oak wall."

Christmxas is indeed a tiune for inerriment and festivity ; feelings


