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And when the fact is ascertained, not only the prircipal  ture can abolish the license law ; the community can with-
actor, but all who have been knowingly accessury, are . hiold thesr votes from members who will make sucha {aw, or
considered as being praportionably tespoasible for the evil  grant such licenses.  Are they not all, then, responsible for
done.—May it not be well, then, to m~|i!u{e the momentous ) perpetualing those evils lpey could o easily prevent? .
inquiry, for each one to answer:—Who is responsible for{ And is not a just and rizhteous God saying to rumselling
the evils resulting from the legalized sale of intoxicating | communities, ¢ fn thy skirts is found the blood of the poor
liquors 7 innocents: I have not found it by seeret search, but upon
All admit that it ic doing a great amount of evil. It sendsall these. The voice of thy brother’s blood cryeth nnto me
its twenty or thirty thousand annually, to a drunkard’s from the drunkard’s prave / from your tavernt! from your
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thrice that namber of the living. Where there is so much
evil done, & mighty weight of responsibility must rest on
some one.

grave ; besides all its untold miserv and wretchedness to'legi:lulme halls 1

from your Hoards of Excise /—and from
your paLLOT BoxEs 1> Ard will it nat be a fearful cry to

ose against whom 1t appeals to heaven ! The evil resulting
| from the legalized sale of intoxicating liquors is known to

And it is believed, if fairly ferretted out, the sin will be all aud felt by many. The remedy is in the hands of every
found lying at more doors than one.  legal voter in community. Dry up the fountain, and the
For illustration ; take a single case (and thorc have been streams wiil cease to flow. Let each individual but feel his
many such.) A man goes to the tavern and gets drunk . at own responsibility and promptly meet it, and the work will
length becomes so trouhlesome that the landlord car endure be done : but let no ane complasn of or mourn over the evils
it no longer, and turns him out of his house. Thus deprived of intemperance, until he makes use-of those lawful means
of reason and maddened with rage, he goes home a furious in his power for preventing them., Then, and not till then
‘demoniac, and in a fit of frenzy takes the life of his bosom  is he or can he be free from responsibility respecting the
companion. Here is an awful crime committed, and a subject.—N. Y. Evangelist.
nighty weight of responsibility must be resting somewhere. |
Let us take the back track and trace it up toits proper |
soutce. No one doubts the criminality of the drunken;
husband : he h2s wantonly destroyed the life of one whom - . .
he bad solemnly vowed to protect, love and cherish. + The present is a moment of unusual anxiety throughout
Bat is this the beginning and end of responsibility res- the country, in relation to ths cause of temperance. The
ecting the matter? ~Why did the man murder his wife? T€port comes to us from the North and the South, the East
gecause ha was drunk, deprived of his reason, or clse he ; 3nd the West, that there is an unusual amount of drinking ;
would nct have done it. But how came the man drunk ? t!'atthere hasbeen a rush tostrong liguors, even among sober,
He went (o the tavern and the landlord sold hum the intoxi- discreet and rational men, as a preventive of disease; that
cating liquor, though well knowing the habils of the man,' 0uf young men ate reckless'y repaiting fo the wine cnp as
and even while secing the effects produced upon him, unti! @ stimulant ;—that the gay and the fashionable are making
he became so outrageous that he could bear with him no- it & test of rank and standing; that the rumsellers fearlessly
longer, then thrusts him out into the street and sends him ! trample under foot all jaw, and are already anticipating
home 1o his helpless family devoid of reason and full of anotl}cr mm.nv.d aristocracy, built on the blood am} suﬂenngs
wrath, just in the condition for the perpetiation of any | Of ruined miliions. But we cannot, alterall, believe thay it
crime. Is there no responsibility resting on the landlord ?1 i3 exactly so. Every great moral and religious enterprise
But does it stop here ?  What right had the landlord to sell 1as ils retrogade as well as forward movement. Cloud and
this man the liquid fire which so deranged and inflamed his, Sunshine by turas are upon both. The Cholera panic has
mind? Why, he had a license ; the Legislators had passed indeed driven many from their moorings and sent some, it is
alaw giving'any man who obtained a license full liherty to | to be feared, to the grave in drunkenness. But this is now
deal out the deadly poison, notwithstanding the well known | gone; and with it, we cannot but believe, the brandy
and wide-spread evils resulting from the nefarious traffic. ; donking will cease, and men will seturn to their soher
Are they free from iesponsihility 2 Butdoes it stop even Senses. Qur confidence is in this, That the Almighty Ruler
bere ? How came this landlotd by his license 2 The board ©f the Universe will bless every means that is used to banish
of Excise gave it him. Can they then wash their hands in, moral evil from the communit >. He is_with us, while we
innocency ? ;are with him. Flis purpose of redeeming the world from
But bave we even yet reached the end of responsibility 7, Sin and woe :3 fixed. It will never fail. _The fo!xndatwn
Who put these men in office, of gave them authority to standeth sure. And, the work of redemption having com-
make such a law or grant such licenses? | menced, will, under him, go on, not always in the time and
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Every member of community who voted for them.

Is not this a fair tracing of responsibility in the supposed |

case of murder, by its blood-stained steps up to its proper
source ?
And have we not seen, as it were, a current of blood

way which we may devise or think best, but in one which
will redound in the end, to his honor and glory. Wg will
not, therefore, he discomfited hy mowentary defeats ;or the
defalcation of friends. Our principles are right.  They
commend themselvex to every man’s conscience as for the

flowing from the maugled hody, crimsomng the drunken best interests of the world; and if one generation or age

husband ; dripping from the vkirte of the landlosd ; sprinkii
the dsors of the Legislative halls ; staining the hands of the
Board of Excise ; and finally jetting out over the community,
and falling in coagrlated drops on the head of every member
who votes for such law makers, and for sucha Board of
Excise 7

Is it not obvious that a proportionable responsibility for all,
the evils resulting from the licensed sale of intoxicating"
liquors, is resting on all these ahove mentioned 2 Because
the evils can be prevented at either of those points which ,
has been named. |

The landlord can refrain fiom selling, notwithstanding his:
| license s the Board of Excise can withhold granunga hi-,
‘ cense ; the law allows it, it does not require it  the Legisla-

ng discard them, they cannot be lost, any more than the mari-

n.t’s compass or the art of printing.  The age will never
come when the use of intoxicating drink wwill be thought
needful or useful : when men will feel it to be right to create
an unnatural appetite, or to sell those lignors which [right-
fully hurry men to an untimely grave. The law of society
is upward not downward. Men are fo grow better and not
worse. 1ffor a time it is the reverse, it will only quicken
communities to shake off the ruling power and take the
government of themselves into their own hands. But there
is no progress without means and effort j and when the pen-
dulum is swa.aging backward, the greater effort is needed to
move it forward. We call upon every temperance man,
from Maine to our extreme South and West, to give himself
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