
no0 TUE aISE OF TUR PAPAL HIERARCHY.

tained by them,that so the cliurcli m-ight be enabled to shameful au aIixiety about perishable riches, as the

relieve those, who were flot enly widows, but destitute conduct of the bishops appears to imply. We must

of any means of support. recur, therefore, to the Roman law, by which no per-

62. The murmurings of the Heilenist Jews COD- sonl was permitted Ilto give, or bequeath by will,

vinced the aposties that the furids whicih had hitherto real estates, to any coliege, society, or corporation,

been distribnîed by themselves, should be cornmitted nior these to accept them, Nvithut the approbation of

to other han&-;, Seven men denominated Deucofls, the sýenate."I

vere accordinl 1chosen by the rnulittude, anid sol- 57. The anarchy, wluich succeeded the imprison-

emnly ordained bythe aposties, who being thus freed ment of Valerian, afforded to the faithfui in the west

from alcares of a te poal nature, gave themselves the first opportunity of signaiizing their zeal, and by
wholy tethe iuisr fte word. The corruptiJfls tranIsgressing the law-which, duringthtpro

of 8 acceedingages invetd the order thus establislied might be doue wiîh impunity-of con lèrring immove-

by the followers of our Lord; for, the superior clergy, able estates upon the Church. These, confiscated-
vho spared no pains te prove themselves the legiti- except in Gaul-by Dioclesian and Maximian, A. D.

mnate successors of the aposties, instead of imitatiflg M02, were, eight years alter, restored by Maxentius,

their example, devoted their attention wholiy to the and conflrmed by the edcts of Constantine and bis

preservation, or increase of their wealth;- whiie the colleagIue Licirilus; the latter of whom, by granting

preaching of the gospel, as a matter of trivial iWrn a çp-ci privilegt:urn, or exemption from the laws re-

lance, and beneath the dignity of their order, was de- garding corporate bodies, rendered the church capa-

,volved wholly upon the inferior el ergy. ble of acquiring immoveabie estates, and fixed re-

53. During the first and seon cnuistel ryVenues. This, therefore, forms a niost importan
t

and poor were maintained soleiy by the offins f era in the history of eccIesiastical wealth. it willstili

thepeoleanathee wreaulministered enieyby be observed, that ail this wvas in accordance with the

the peaoe, At the s ugeseti re of St Puh voluntary priniciple. The eroperors merely coufirmed

thhes aofs MAteon the ia Galatia, and Corinthto0the church the possession of ils own. estates.

hdrchof Medoilia Atha a hs i _etoten 58. To the edicts by whilich her estates were con-

ad cofnthrit Chrisin te soin a uea o texCe- firmed in the possession of the church, was added an-
matis c thir hritia brebre i dea Anex-other, exempting the ciergy, flot only from personal

ample se excellent was zealously imitated durling sev- ,~riebtee rm tepyctoîe ulctx

era ages, by the believers: the povert Of some sevi bi t prve fii s tceg times, nos ruie txes

churches was amply supplied by the munificent libe- Tsoure eceastici eath: fo, inmsta f hctl-

rallty cf otAers; and, in limes whert tbe necessaries suc feceisia elh oisedo cd

et life formed the only bounds to charity, the voltin- iflg of the crown, in whicb case their property was

tary contributions of the faithful furnished of them- lia hie to the pay ment of ail pubticburdeiîs, t hose who

selves a fund, amply sullkcientboth for the relief ofîthe possessd estates chose 10 hld of ithe c/turc/t, by

pwr an th cmtotabeif flot the splendid support wvhich mens lhey wvcre totally exempted frora
~ un be iffiuit proideaxes; while through the failore of maie heirs, or

for the maintenance of men, much more concerned ch occurrence of aiiy other circiimstances, in the

for the success ef the gospel, than for their own ag- management of whieh, practice had rendered church-
granizemnt.men wonderfully expert, lte estates recurred le the
granizemnt.church.

54. Bo great, however, from the oblations of thie 59. A law, made in the year 370, by which I he

Wcopie alone, had become the wea;th of the church, ciergy and their agents," are forbidden Il<10 freqnent
Ibi,,er the year 220, more than one persecutionti he bouses of widows and minors," indicates the

origlnated in the desire cf plurider, which il excited *shameful and ungenerous use they had nmade of the
mer bas Father Paul scrupled to ascribe almost dIl influence, which. thieir profession gave them, wiîh the
lh. persecutions which followed the death Of Com- weak and wealthy. This iaw, having been found in-
]medus, te the sarne cause. IlThe things that hapi- sufliciEnt to restrain eclsatclcupidiîy, was foi-

nd aforetime, bappened for our learninigIl and iowed by aniother, WvhiCIî Ordlained that " Iwidows,

rem the eampl ~For usmswila r those wvho devoled themseives to the church, should neither
afterwards produced by a simi lar cause, we inay d raw give nor bequeath immol(veable or real estates te il,
the jllowing conclusion, that excessive weaith has nor even moveables of great valoe."y
*lway1 s been detrimenlal to the church: il has elîher 60o. Il Crescit amûer nlunmi, quantum ipsa pecunffl
eupplhed her enemies with a motive for persecutioti, crescit.") Neyer did the proverb receive a more rne1 -
oi, which is a much more serious evil, it has sown ancholy illustration tiha in the case before us,. Pro
the seeds of every species of internaI corruption. hiùùted fîori hunting aller the estales of women and

55. As the wealth of the churcb, that is, of the children, the clergy turrued their attention 10 theini-
rlerFy, for these came soon te be identified, increased, rovement of those which they aiready possessed.
the atttr, who had hitherto lived in common. chos For this purpose, the renîs were carefully hoarded,
te bave each bis separate maintenance; while the with the inltenltionl, not of relieving the pour, but of

.ishope, whose authonity had gradually though irn- purchasing additioual estates. This practice, as wefl

perceptbly increased, made no scruple 10 appro- as that of disinheriting the proper heirs for the beefi

priate the sums which eughî le have been applied -s they called il-of the church, is menlioned and
te the support cf the poor. iNay sn abandoned reprobated by St. Augustine;- and the'abùse, whiclt
had this orirbcre that in the time of Cypnian, he condemîîédl in bis writings, hie was careful te
net afew of its members defiled their hands with the avoid; for hie had the virlue to refuse ail gifts made
abominable practice of usury. These, ha il reinark- to his owni church, at thc expense of the donor's re-,
cd, were corruptions which originated and increaseil lativcs.
under the Vou.ntaryq.r.tem. 6l. The. management of the ecclesiastical weaitl'

56. As yet, however the church had acquired no was, tli the year 420, cotnamitted to the deacons, bIt
immoueable estates. 1to account for ibis, recourse whum, under the inspection of the bishop and hi5
bas been had to the belief, enlertained by the early coilege of pricits, thie fund, arising from amns, rent5
C;hristianS, concerningIthtr speedy termination of the of estates, &c., was distributed. The maintenance Of
,world: Ilwhich belief,"' it is said, Il lad rendered ilîree thousand poot', o' lte relief of ten thousand
theni regardlews of temporal things," It -eems, -%e pensons iu une day, inay inipart somne idea of the
would object, as unreasonable, thal, pensonst under riches, Io whieh, before the expiration of four cen-
such an apprehiension as that stated, shouid evince so tories, the church liad attained.


