
153.1LAND BIRDS WINTERING NEAR TORONTO.

over iuhiichu a fire had m-ceuiti> prised, and left cecryihîing black,
in its core-ava smuail iack aTituiiit-c ocaiîîg fiain tlie
oplposite sýide of dtlî cleariiig. JIiî"(iissC([ ini dark clotiies anid

aric ofi tueur ifuiilimriîy, lie stood l peiiet-tly iiotloiuless, for file
purposo o ai mi-tiiig lion nc*ur tlue> wuould approacli. Steal-
iuug frout tirauuR to bu-nuidi, aud pcckiig for tuod anuang tue

Iceiekci' dÇit prastrâto tuuks as Uic>' pa.ssed amuion, oîuiî-ad
tiue ciue, uitil tlie fbrctiiat settli-d uipoi a sunal tm a fuew

feet-uni:11 tue spot tipai wieh lie sta0(l. Afier iook-iîig about
for a short tinte, it Jle%- :111îd alîgliied ilut beloiv tlio houk of a

doubieh'arcledgu, whiida lie lield fiii slauitimg direction beiow
bis ai, beiuîg iiaible, iiowcî er, ta obùiu a liîod, j.suid. doii ta
the mîîddle, of the piece, auJd tileii IhcuV :wav, jcrking ifs tailiauid
apparenudy quite uul-ouuscianis of li-avilit betu sO lîcar flic deadly
Weapoil.

'fli îiext I Asll notice, ai-eftie Spar-ovs aîîd ]3nntitigs.

0f tlic Sparrows, tic Ti-e Sparaw, (Frisngilla Cauiadensi,) is
the oiiiy (Ilc that braves our wmiitel-s Large ituînbers of tuonsl
do tnigrare ta theliniddie aîîd soutIteru Stautes, but sitiail parties
of ten or twelve, iuîay ofleui tee seen aunautig oui- siiruil'beries and
gardens.I i; l-ueh a wvvlI kîiowi Lird tliat, 1 iîccd nut -top ta
describe it.

As soon as tlic fi-si liard frosts ]lave siffleuld the ground, that
barbingler af muinter, the Siiow hhnitiuig, (Erube-ia Nivalis,)
inalk-s ifs appweaunce, lyughîigh lu large floc-s, theur whiite
badies shicwing a gaîinst itge l bine skyý, e ic>' look al"ost like
large feathîcry fIAîkes afiflie sîubstaie fri-ou wýiich tlîey derive
theirnine. Tlicy -eidoiti or ncier center tlic iood.% prefcrriîig
wide openi cIirings, or the shiores ai tine iak-. Tine peninsula
on tuae opposite bide of aur liai-boni-, is a i-ciy favoite resait ai
this bird. Thîey fecd an gaisgrass sceds, and the larme af
lisects.

Early in Marci, or even ini Februuary, if tlle scason bc a uiid
one, the Stiow Bunting begriiis toviiig its ivay towairds tlie de-
soiste regians of the fli- nitIi; as cirly as tule iniiddic af Fcbrua-y,
some str.iggiing flocks have bîemu seei iii thie iiiîhauboirlioal ai
the Saskatchewain, ami tlîcir v.av ta tue northtward, anîd b>' tie
begiuniing oi Ma>', tiiy liav-e «periiaps pelietrated ta tue vcui-
shiores ai tlie Polar Sea. Oîîv aine nikt ai tlîis bird, acriî
ta Audubomi, lis ci-ci beei fouiîd in tlie tUnited States, thiat w.Is
seen by a geiicuîîaii of Bostonî, on Uic suiimit of anc of tlie
White Moîîiîtaiil.ý iii Newîî Il:uîpshiir. Richardsoni, gives
Southamipton Islanid, ilic tu62iîd pai-alîci ai latitude, as filc uno
sautherl>' ai tlieur bre?-ding sùutiois. Captaiî Lyons foutul a
nest thiere, straiigciy em pîill:ccd ini tue bosoin ofai u xposed
carpse of ai Eqiax lid

0f the Waod-Pecker tribe, thîcre is aoie inmistrions uittle
hunter, thue Hairy MVood PeAk-r, (Pieus X'haut, ilia Ina>' le

meen liard at ri- ilui fl vcry coidest w-eatlier, appinig anîd
chiselliig a ay, flitig f-oi fre ta fiee, and dodgimg fri-au anc
branch ta aniother, uttteiiug its pectîhiai sha liriSlîI ci-y, aitd
seeming passessed îîiîh flie î-cri spirit ai thtcssi~fe ca!oiir
of tue plutmage is vakl: black id whlite, uiiti a sinall red banid
at tîme back afile hIe:md.

Tiier is a sf111 smiuailei- species, tic dowuiy Waod-peckecr, (Picuts
pumbesceuis) îî-ld rcsemubies tlie Ilairy WNood-pIcckei- ,0 closel>'
in pluuuuugc, th:it it -in oîîIy ho distiuitysisliid b>' tue dirrec ii
size,fliis spces riot ûasuurjng umore tiîan six luches.

Neah>' idlie(l ta tile 1Woad-pcckcers ire ulle Nîutliatciucs. 0f
these thie reuh-bciiie&h Nutiuatcii (Sitta Canideuisis) seidoin dcserts
us. A feiv iii-it e fa the mîiddle Ameîrican Stites, but thouglu
tie greater part of flic îiimfr, tiîcir eîrlous na-s.1 l "kauik" ima>'

be beam-d lu ouur wo-ads If yau foliaiv up flic souuid )-ou irlill be
aur ta find the hittle fchioiu- creeping round the trunk of samie oId

trco s.arimiuig for spider-, or the eggs or larvo f insects, conceaIled.
iii tho cr-evices i ffie baim L-

I ivas not aware, matil tiîis %viiitcr, tiîat thit pretty ciegat bird,
the, Cedar or Cherry Bird, (Bîmîbiilla Caroli liensis) ci-or vcn-
turcd ta reilnail so Jar siortlî be-oîid' thle auttiinni mniti. Thiis

wintcr, however, I have notictd a simil ilock fccdliiiî upnftic
berries of saine mnountain ash trees, close ta iny OwNV biouse.

'1'iiir cougeliers, tho largo Ettropean 'a.vg,(Boinbycila
gar 'ula) have bQen sce litre oeasionahiy. They tue a larger
birdl titan flic comnion Cb:itterer, but tlic lumai-igo is alinast pro-
ciseiy dit Sinte, t:lid tii.y IlOtu hlaVe the cuIriolns Verniilon Ilp-

)elgcre-cînlbling, scaiîig wax., an1 the sccoiîd:iries of the iigs.
0f flic gaine hirds flie Rîifflrd Grouse, ('lctriao Umibeilus) tho

Spruce Grouse, (Tctrao Caunadcnsis) anîd the Qîtal, (Ortyx Vir-
giîiiaia) are Ill conistanit sojouiiiicn- %vith il-, beitig gcncraily sea
ini grcater iînbeslu iinter, as tiîey tiien cone neaurer thelittunts
of mula thliaat auiy otiier scas-1o l ic year.

I an afraid, ltoveier, they %vill soau caste to be amourg the
inmber afi aur featlîered. visitor-, citlier in wiiiter or stimuler.

The Rtifft-d Grouse uîscd ta be foîînd ainotig tlic îine and hein-
lock Nvoo, iyiîîg bctween tlic cciîetery anîd Caustie Fraunk, and ln
miaîuy pince.- aloiig flic batiks both of fie D)onî and Hlumber. But
iiiereasiing pnpulation and e\teîu'led ciilti% atioîî, have drlî ci thern
frnin ail tlîeir ol'I liias, and tic spoi L-ijiit or the naturahist,

iest niîa scek lii more reinote and less settici districts, for thuls
îîable gaine bird.

f hardI>' know %vlietiier I -un correct in ernunerating the spot-
ted grouse, or spruce partridge, as it is coîninonily*called, as
amoiîgftic numaber of tue birds fouiid ini the iiuiiedliate neigh-
houîrhoo of Toi-anto. 1 ]lave tiever shoi ont nîyseif, but I have
lad speirnen-, brouglit ta inc, wihiel %vere said ta have beeui pro-
clnred iuot ver>' nany tuiles froin liere.

Their fàvourite resrts, are tie deceest pine and spruce %voods
and cedar swaînps, wvicrc the>' feed uîpoî the buids anîd seeds of

thue ditiieretit evergrccns, a diet vhîidî renders thicin at certain sea-
sons af tic year 1îîot ver>' paluitebleeaig

The> -are ver>' iado Ip2lirds. Tliuir gieral colouir is a
bla-'k browiî ant 1 grey iîugiAed ini traîisîerse wvay bands and
5j)o!s. The coAk bird liuu-S a siiall red bare space oîcer eh eya

lik-e tic Etiropeauî uîîoor fou i.
The Quail is stili occasionally hicard utteriig ifs plaintive ci-y

in atinuiti ziud iiiîtcrabout aur woods anid fd.li formier
d:îys large Corcys ilwcd ta reomaiin icitu stubble fmelds aîd abolit
<Mi- baurn yard-, fi-oi October iiiitil Mardi, but like0 other prne
hirds, thev haî-e e\lperieuucedl no0 miercy ai h Il ahiads of tuIOSLe e-
try wlio shoot for the inirket, and 1 ~a that iluftie couirse ai a
few years, Uic>' uili liave dhîpae1ukgtirfroiî this lîigh-
bouri oad.

I ilade grent efiborts about hîrec or four ycam-s ago, ta keecp
the!el about fice woods at miv aura pl:ucp, and so far succceded
tuitf the>' bred there for otispring, anid I lîad tile pieastire of sec-
iig a nuiiiîer af vouiiig birds tlyiiig abo~ut fice following suinmer,
ippairently qumite coîiteiited with their quuarters, aîd. but littIe
iiclined ta stray hcvomîd tmeni.

Duuring ni> subsceuuent absence fri-an home, liowcver, soe af
tlie bcfabre-ineiitioîied geutrv rot iîîto flic uu-ood, and shot hiaif tlic
l.irds, sund tlue rest o aic ue.icred and fî-igIîteuied, eovey betook
îieiselves ta a saler ind miort distant caver, and have nover
silice returicid ta thicir aid iiaunluz .

I ]lave nov briefly advertcd ta niost af the difYci-cnt species af
lind-hirds ta be muet with lu thîls neiglibourhood, fi-rn Novera-
ber to March. Many af thera, like tie garne-birds, are b(comîng
mare rare ever>' year, seeking ln les popuhous district& for the
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