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REGISTRATION 0P IIIRTIIS, 3MAitIIAGES, AND DEATITS.
About this seatson of the year, ministers are nccustomed to receive a circular froxtn

thc severai Cierks of thec Pence, respectfülly requesting themi to forward returns,
according to bl:înk forms that, are cnclosed, of 1,ail persons ivhoin thcy shall have
baptized or uoarried, or who shall have died ivitlîin their cures, and belonging tu
thuir Congregrations. during the twelvemxonths next preceding each Ileturui." They
are told that Ilthese RELturns are rcquired by the Goverlnieutfor STIhTISTIC.AL S1-
.VATION," aud they arc imnpressed iwith "lthe necessity of making a full sud promp:
Returiu."

Noiv, it is uotorious, that this dcuiaad, or request, is very seldoru complicd ivith.
Soine, froia carelcssncss, ne-lect it; otiiers, from, coascicutious scruphes, refuse tg
rouder an account to the Goverament of their performance of Etrictly rohigious
ordinances, sucli ns baptisms are. Tie"Govertirent ou the otber baud, take thank-
fully vhtat returns thcy can get, but nover enforce auy penalty upon defauiters.

Wcrc there auy nttcmpt ruade to puaish non-coxupliance with this law, thiere %voula
b an instant agitation for its repeai. On no point ouglit we to bc mure sensitive,
than. about ny demiand, froin Otesar concerninir the tlhigs wvblch -ire Goù's. But
.as it is uot euiforced, iove protest sgraiast thec whole uxatter as a solerua farce, degrad-
in- to thc MiJesty of the Laiv.

WVe coucede thc riglit of the Goverument to insist upon the due registration of
births, mnarnages, aud deatlhe. Cousequeuces so important are depeudent upon the
proof of lucli faets, ns regards the counection of familles, and tbe inheritance ci
property, that it becomes even a DUTY of the Civil Powver to provide au eas* aud
effectui mode of furaishing sucb evideuce. As ruatters nre ordereti uow, nothin;
can be more uucerLain and irre guhar than the metbods ndopted lu auy coiite:ýted
case. The evidence of Family Bibles, coniuon report, the recognition of parties by
ench othier lu certain relations, testimoay of eye-wituiess, &c., are resortedl to. It is
easLýy to sec lîow any or aIl of these mnay fail iii nuaiberlcss instances, aud positive
proof be impossible, even wvben t'ic claim is best fouuded, sud thereby immiense
iajury be donc to innocent persous.

It 'ovould be diflicaît to devise auy plan more clumnsy or ineffectuail than the one
nowo la vogue. ]. As to Birtbs, the number of baptisms bears ixo proportion te
these; 'oli:at 'ovith conscientious objections, parental disqualifications, aid iiidiffiér-
ence, prob:îbly net one-biaîf of the children bora la the country are baptized. And
of tîtose iwlio are, not one-haîf arc returtied as such. Mauy uoiiisters are ecclesiasIti-
cally comipetent te baiptize, thougb unrecoguizcd, by laiv. Soine denouxinatlons do
not consilcr coasecratlon te the pastoral office essential lu perforniinig snicl ncti.
Feir such cases, the lavr makes no provision; nor cas IL Yez there ir no k.gai pro.
vision b~ut z*iç, for Tegiserimg the Ijirt of any child. 2. The case o? iiia-rriages is the
lcast unfavorabie illustration o? Uic work-iug o? Uic law. A marringe canuot legaliy
take place, unless celcbrated by a legalhy authorized ouniister : conscquently, cvcrr
case of mnarniage comecs under the cogniac ?sc aty u hs urur
is tlîere, tixat a person iodîo is net an officer o? Government, aud -%bo 15 enconr.1-ed
by tlicir indlifféence to be negligent la tîxis tloubtful dnty, i'onu rcturn tli urriae
lie celebrates, 'ovithout wohich proof muust bie foutid lit hpanr?3. lu the c-necf t
])eaths, mauy persoas are buried 'witbout, ny service ; rusny more by a serviceN
couducted by one not a clergyman in the eye of the lswv; aud agalu, there arc few t
rettirus muade of tbese aIse.

For cvery purpose, thiercore,-for the proof o? te specific facts concernecd, and
for statisticai informattion, the laiv, as it stands, is Ila uoockery, a delusion, and à
suare."

Let the Goverument cstblishi a machincry of iLs own for reisteriug, the fact~ 1:
tbe birila o? crery child, irrespective of its baptism ; o? cvcry marringe, as s ciir
coatr.act, by whxtsoover religions rites consccrated, or even by noue nt all-thr P'
have nothîing t-) do 'vith tliat; and of cvcry death, howcvcr the body ruay bce buritLesi
Let the giving of informastion a,; to these points bc com'pulsory. sud enforced loY
penalty, on the parties coucerned lu ecdi case. And where miniisters' servicti w
arc rcqîiircrl, ]et parties callinl whiem thîey wilh to cousecrate tîte occasion, iaîlepen. p-
dcutly or tue Civil Act, tic authorites hîaviug ne ceaccru woith tItis part o? tue pro-
ccedings. Snch is thie plan adoptcd lu France, wohere iL works admirnbly, ai th
partily li En;gaud, as aisa in xny of the Americau States. Nve xauost comas lu


