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HESE titie
recall to th(
of French ru
,cenies and

wlîich bis memory is likely tc
in ideal colours. Yet evi
traveller, we are told, wl
clianced to cross hurrik-dly t]
the provinces of France, ti
Normandy, Brittany, or
pa gne, or who, journeying
tuie M.ýediterraneaii, hias seen i
ing the districts of Bea
and the banks of the
reniembers alway s with
ure the vast nieadowvs
nortb or the gay vineyards
soutb. And beère and there
these bis rnemory does flot

the hillsides,witb their stone s
erect and standing out in th
of the low stone hutsg
around them.

Nor does this image, whi
course, changes in colour and
according, to the region one
tbriougb, 'ever differ mucli i
eral outlinie. Whether the
be located in lower Normai
a creek overhung wvitb wvillo'
bathed in the blue Normar
or on soi-e dry and stony mi
pealc of Auvergne, ther<
rc-îains a siniilarity betweer

*Most of tho engravings that i
this article aro by thiat acconiplislî
who lias niaSe Breton life espc
own. Few persans in Canada have th~
whvliclî will enable thlein to beconi
patrons of the fine arts; and $0
have the wealth have not the tasti
position. But our own patriot
Stratîconi bas both. His pict.urc
at Moiitreal coîxtains onc of fines
tions of paintings on this continent.
t'hein is a picture which comna
Iigalie.-;t price ever paid iii this Don

VILLAGE LIFE IN FRANCE.

BY THIE MARQUIS DE CHAMBRUN.

words Tlie old cihurcli hias its sainec
lover gray walls, its saine weatbercock;

rai life, the town hall its saine creepers
images growving over the officiai placards,
clothe and the cure after his midday meal

en the paces up and down the parsona-'e
li as garden, reading bis breviary, witb

lirougb 1bis dark tbree-cornered biat sbading
Lrougli his eyes. There, too, riear by stands
Cham- the chateau, oftentimnes an old and
toward historic dwclling-place, the hornc
n pass - of the hamnlet.'s benefactor, of the

uoas one whom the peasants generally
Rhone, look up to witb respect, and to

pleas- wbom every one turns when advice
)f tbe is needed and assistance sougbt.
of the The village in France is an entity,
among So to speak, an independent auton-
fail to omny, wbicb bias its mayor, its muni-

lets on cipal council, its rector, and its
teeples seboolmaster. It lias also its
Smidst spccial custonis, its feast days, and

rouped it preserves oftentimes fragments of
its own church ritual. In many

icbi, of instances it bias kept up its owvn
aspect fraternity for the burial of the dead.
travels Quaint old institutions these are,
n gen- wbich run far back into the past,
villagre and bave preserved to this day

idy sometbing of the old costumes, baif
wsd an clerical, biaif :martial, of tbe mniddle

s baze, agres. Etiquette is strictly observèid
)untain iii the village ; a person is valued

still thiere, as bie is somewliat every-
txem. wilere, according to the function

lie olds, bis learning, or bis weaiLh-1.

cd artist not in the whole of Ainerica, naînely, Jules
ially lus Breton's "«First Cominunion," for which
c wealth Lord Strathecona paid thie suin of 845,000.
.e liberal It is a painting of exquisite pathos and
me who beauty. WVe present lîerewitli another
e or cils- picture by the saine famous artist. If. is a
le Lord peasant, wvonan of Brittany sitting at the

gallery dloor of the chureh, holding in lier hand the
t collc- wax taper whichi the Breton peiaants bear
Anîong in religious processions. Tfli (levout ex-

Lded Uic pre!-sion, the wistful c ,rncstness of this
iiiion, if simple peasant ivili toucli every heart. -E' i.


