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and languages in the Chicago
crucible.

The style and interest of the nar-
rative are, it is true, very unequal.
But even this may be the resuit of
an unconselous art mirroringa the
vast disparities of situation and cir-
cumstance through ivhichi the
.taveller passed. Sometimes the
story nioves along as slowiy as the
tarantass or Tartar cart wvhich
carnies the author, and seems to
make one feel the duil rnonotony
o f the unchanging plain. Then
it wvill wvhirl along at the rate the
author glissaded down the mnoun-
tain side. There is a deligyhtful
Defoe-like objectivity about the
writer, w'hich makes vou feel thie
snowstorm or the sand-spout or

the ineffable rnystery of the nmon-
light on the ocean of ice; and even
whien the author is seif-conscious,
as in confessions of home-sickncss
or of delighit at public honour donc
hi.m,, it is the half-awvkward self-
consciousness of a child. The
kindly soul of the man, who w~as
very tender to the K%'irghiz children
and to his cattie, but %vho couki
be stern wvhen sternness wvas need-
ed, reveals itself very pleas-antly
and unobtrusively. he cliiina%.
of exciteinent in the narrative is
reachied at the deadly battle witlî
thirst ini the sand-dunes, whiclî thec
rea(ler follows witli an interest al-
niost as breathless as the gasp oi
the dying nmen. The spirit of the
Norsenian is conspicuous, niîo
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