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She Cross

hges us to have. Kecep those two |
maxims closely in view, because,
when united they produce a won-
derful balance iu the Christian soul.
Weshould live detached from every
thing, because we must be cvery,
moment ready to die; but at the
same time we must d}SC‘l“I'O'O and

 this purpose, you must hasten and

! profit of the time, whose every mo-

ment is so precious ; never delaying
until the morrow what you are able
todo to-day—never covering your
sloth with the veil of false pmdence,
executing punctually the inspira-

'tions of God and doing good, as St.

Paul says, whilst you ¥ have it in
cause we will have to render (God |yvour power, and whilst God gives
an accouut of our life. If you se-lvou time. Thisis the method of
parate one from the other, even a'making asolid preparation for death.
detachment from the world would:
be no longer aprcparauonfor death, f VI. Consider well. that our Sa-
because it would b a detachment ; viour in instructing his disciples on
zll-underctood and badh‘ regulated. ’thxs important truth, did not’ sav fo
them : Preparo vourselves; but,
Y. In applving to vourseif the | Be ye ready, (3ait. xxiv.) because
words of St. Paul: ThE iz 1s what happesed to the foolish vir-
s#orT—draw another consequence . gins, happens every day .o the chil-
from them. which is noless essential ; dren of the world. ~ They prepared
than this detachment frem the world, ‘themceh es, and even with haste, to
framely. that vou should, therexore. ' 70 meet the hrideeroom 1 neverthe-
hasten to do all the good which God [less, the gate was c'm ] aeainst
reguires and c'tp‘*cts from vou ; for’ ‘them : How many persais have 1
the greatest misfortune that could! 'known iu the world, w ho were sur-
befall vou. would be to be snatched i prised at a time when thev were
away by death, leaving the work of forming designs. and taking mea-
ch imperfect.  If po«l‘w’«.\ vou  sures for their salvation : nav. even
should be able to say to God. in pro- | when they had made some prozress
portion. what Jesus Christ said tojin the work > Al this was the be-
bis Father: [ Aare ﬁmsizadthe work  cinming of preparation: but, be-
iiza! you have given me to do ! John | cause a preparation commenced is
In the state to which God not sufficient. and that it requir- to

apply ourselves to ail our duties, be-

has called vou. you know to what.
this work extends. with recard both
to yourself and others. W hat 2 con-
$olation, if at your death you can’
bear the same testimony, and make
same deciaration as Jesus Christ:
aill is finished ! John xix. But. for

_be complete. by a terrible judgment

from he‘m‘n. which was. perhaps,
the punishment of their past infi-
delities. Gad rejected them. because
they were not entirels prepared

“xamine then the folds and iatri-
cacies of your heart, that vou may



