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memibershlp mnay bo drawn frein the s..
lenco of .towieh couverts, ana Judaising
teaclicre, Who cpped tho Apestios.

1. Tho silence of tho Jewieh converts',
"Under the Jewieh diM*ponsation, parcatu
and vhildren woro bothxmeuibers cf mho
Churoh. If undor the Christian dispon-
&%tion, the ohildren hud bcenoexelude by
tho Apostce, as disqualified in any way
froxu being recogntzed as members; would

lb ot av ~rjndoe th prexxtsgainst
tho new dispensation? Would wo nôt
have hourd saine objections on flua point?
Whilo the parent mvas baptizfid, and con.
tinued in tio Churcu, hie ohildren were
cxcommunicuted. Aftor tlue institution
of baptisin as a seal, cireuicision, wue dis-
continued. When -the purent makes a
prbfeesion of hie faith lu Christ, ho re.
vaounces ail confidence in Jowislu rites and
cxoromconies. Re no longer vorehips God
in this unanner. He niow belongs te thie
Church under anew for.-n. Unie3sthon.
hi% ehlldren are entitled te Churcu mnein
berahip, ana receive the seul of bapti3m,
thpxy cease te ho meinbers. Where then
are tfie superlor privileges whioh as a
*parbpt ho enjcy,~ as ho was promised un-
dor the new dispensation? la h.e not de-
~rived cf one cf the xnost precicus priv-
leges, co that was calculated to ailord

Linu great ccrnfort-txe privilegeocf bav-
in hie children ini the Churh as well as
tiiself? The. Jowish fathore enter the.
Churou, but their beloved children are ro-
Leoted. Those formerly alions, are ad-
unitted; but the ohidren, once ini, are
benuefortu te ho eonsidercd "talions, frôm.
the commonweatth cf lerael and strangers
tce the covenanta of promise." Now,, lot
any ea-adid eerson refleut on the. offeot
w1ich anl tis would inevitably bave had
,ça the. ndnd cf a Jewieh parent. WcVuld
it net have, beon on obstacle te hie <cn-
version? Wouldauoh an iiportantchqngo
se dooply affecting tlie intereste of famil-
ie, huve been pussodby inilence, with-
ont oalling forth nonme exp1anations frein
the. Aposties te satiafy theo couverts?
And. if suoli explanations habeen given,
ivould they mot have been rgeorded in the
New Testament? But net the eliglutest
finut is te ho foundi redorded on tho euh-

ec. that their obuîdren woro te wait tii!
they becanie adulte, beforo tluey eould, ho
.publioly ackaowledged ns znembero of the
Ghurch. se far frein ti; wo find the.
Apostie Peter on tho day cf Pesuteost,
advanoing the '-ery maime sentiments that
Jiad ever hean advaniced, by the prophets
et cld, ehewing that there n'as no change
in regard te infant zneinborahip unt1erthe
zow dispensation, "The promise le te

:ou slnc ufnee ovs couvonts=
ho aecounted for, only on tho supposition
tint tbe7 er±w ithoir offépring in the en-
jcymnent of the uanie Churoli relalicnshlp
undor file newv diepensation, au undor, thie
old.

IH. Teilence oftho3udnizing teachorg.
We know-woli thut these men wero op,

porzd te ovory change in relation te the
Chtireh; becauso thoy imagined that the
Mosiacr ordinalices aud cuetonms vore os.
sentie! toualvation. Thoy cuntended for
ciraumocision, and onferodl intethe ehuroh-
os establisiied by the Aposties, ana used
evory argument te draw away fthe cou-
verts frein the trme way of salvation.
New, is it likoly that fhoy would have-
allowed sucii au epportunity cf appealing
ta the natural affections cf tht sie ceaverti
ia bobaif cf thoirobildren, te pass with-
eut auy eontrovorsy, provided thoy mad
been exeluded frein, the Church? Would
such a radical inovation net ]ead te keen
disputas? And wonld we not bave thie
Aposties'. vindication cf such a change,
provided suclu hmmd taken -place? But lure
ags.in flue New Testament in Bilent on the
ýpoiînt; whioh silence, caube accounted for
only on thuefaot, that theJudaizing teac4-
ors as wall as the Jewish couverts, know
thaf, though fhoro wzre ehe.nges on other
points, tluereliad ne change taken place,
affOetng the relations cf 2ifants te the
Churelu

Frintheso conesiderations it dos
pear te ho God's good ploasuro te recoivc
under the brcad canopy of Ris covenant,
net caly thle futhera mmd mothors profés-
ing iaith lu Christ, but ail the niembers
cf their familles, ovor whom thoy have
contre!. The. cal! cf the. Gospel Me sixailm.r
te, that addressed ta Noah, Ilcoxue fluu
and ail thylbuse imito the ark, Gr. VI. 7.

Infantsthon beiugmenibers of-Christ's
Chnrch, are te ho baptized. They are
Iambe iu *the eue great flock, whmôse, shep.
bord le Christ, R clams tietu s Bii
"Foed nuy iambz." Those therefore who
withhold freux theux haptisin; deetroy
their titie te tbDo blessings cf fthc covenant
and they would do n'.ll ta consider thle
words. offloil ta Abrahami. '«Àndl the.
unoirc-unuieid ma ehild wlue flcah of
bis foreekin le met cireumoisecl, that soul
abail ho cut off f£ronm hie pcople; ho he.th
brekeux My ciavenant, GaiN. xvii. 14,

Gracicus Savieur, Holy ' hopherd,
Little ones arc dear te the;

Gatherod with thine armie, 'Mdoan
In tluy bosoln, miy the ho,

SweEtly, fondly, scfely tended,
Frei ail want and danger fre.


