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» membership may be drawn from the si.

lonco of Jowish converts, ana Judaizing
teachers, who opposed the Apostles.
* ¥, Tho silence of tho Jewish converts,
“ Undor the Jewish disg‘onsation, paronts
ond children were both members of the
Church, If under the Christian dispen.
sation, the children had been exoluded by
- tho Apostles, s disqualified in any way
from being recognized as membors; would
it not have prejudiced the parents against
*tho now dispensation? Would we not
fiave heard some objections on thiapoint?
. Whilo the parent was baptized, and con-
* tinued in the Church, his children were
oxcommunicuted. After the inatitution
- of baptism &s a seal, circumcision was dis-
continned. When the parent makes a
profession of his faith in Chrvist, ho re.
nounces all confidence in Jewish rites and
ceromonies. He no longer worships God
in this manner. He now belongs to the

Church under & new form. Unless then |

hig children are entitled to Church mem.
bership, and receive the seal of baptism,
‘they cease to be members, Where then
ere the superior privileges which as a
! 5mpt he enjoys, as he was I[;mmised un-
or the new disgwnaation? henot de-
rived of one of the most precions priv-
leges, one that was calculated to afford
bim great comfort—the privilege of hav-
ing his children in the Church as well: as
Gimself! The Jewish fathers enter the
,Church, but their beloved children ars ro-
jeoted. 'Those formerly aliens, are ad-
mitted; but the children, oncein, are
henceforth to be considered ‘‘aliens from
the commonwealth of Israel and strangers
£o she covenants of promise.” Now, let
any candid person_refleat on the effect
which all this would inevitably have had
on the mind of a Jewish parent.  Would
it not have been an obstacle to his con-
version? Would such an importantichgnge
50 dooply affecting the interests of famil-
tes, have been by in silence, with-
ont calling forth some explanations from
ghe Apostles to satisfy these converts?
#nd if such explanations had been given,
would they not have been recorded inthe
New Testament? But not the slightest
hint is to be found re¢orded on the sub-
§eat, that their children were to wait till
they hecame adults, before they conld be
.&blio!lly acknowledged as members of the
uroh.

Apostle Peter on the day of Pentecost,
advancin%)the very same sentiments that
hed ever been advanced by the prophets
of old, shewing that there was no change
in rogard to infant membership under the
mew dispensation, “The promise is to

So far from this; we find the.

ou and to your children,” Acrs, 1. 39,
'ho silence of these Jowish convorts can
bo accounted for, only on tho supposition
that thoy saw their offepring in the en.
joyment of the samo Chureh relationship
under tho new diapons{xtion, as under the

old,
I1. Thesilonce of theJudaizing teachors,
We know well that these men were ops
osed to every chango in relation to the
hurch; because thoy imagined that the
Mosiac ordinanices and customs were os-
sential to malvation. They contended for
circumcision, and entered intothe church-
es established by the Apostles, and used
every argument to draw away the con-
verts from the true way of salvation.

Now, is it likely that they would have’

aliowed such an opportunity of appealing
to the natural affections of these converts
in behalf of theirchildren, to pass with-
out any controversy, provided thoy had
been excluded from the Church? Would
such a radical inovation notlead to keen
disputes? And would we not have the
Apostles’ vindication of such a change,
provided such had taken-place? Buthero
again the New Testament is silent on the
point; which silence, canbe accounted for

‘only on the fact, that the Judaizing teach-

ers as wall as the Jewish converts, knew

that, though there ware changes on other

points, there:had no chunge taken place,

g?“ectigg the relations of infants to the
urch, -

From theso considerations it does ap- ,

to be God's good pleasure to receive
under *he brosd canopy of His covenant,
not 04ly the fathers and mothers profess.
ing faith in Christ, butall the members
of their families, over whom they have
control. Thecall of the Gospel is similay
to that addressed to Noah, “come thon
and all thy houseinto the ark, GEN. V1. 7.

Tofants then being members of Christ’s .

Church, are to be baptized. They are
lambs in the one great flock, whose shep-
herd is Christ. He cloims them as Hin,

“Foed my lamba.” Those therefore who -

withhold from them baptism; destroy

their title to the blesaings of thocovenant .

snd they would do well to consider the
words of God to Abraham. ¢*And the
uncircumeised man child whose flesh of
his foreskin is not circumeised, that soul

shall be cut off from his people; he hath

broken My covenant, GeN. XVII. 14,

Gracious Saviour, Holy Shepherd, )
Little ones are dear to thee; -

Gathered with thine arms, and'carried

In thy bosom, m1y they be,
Sweetly, fondly, eofely tended,
From all want and danger freo,

'



