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The recognized authority on nll matters pertaining
to trade and progress in Western Canada, in.
cluding that portinn of Ontario west of
T.ake Superior, the Provinces of Mani-
toba and Brlish Columbia and the
Territorics,

——
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Changes for advertisements shonld be i not later
haw Thursday Morning,

Advertisements purporting to be news matter,
or which profess to express the opinfons of this
fournat, will not he inserted.

Oftice: 181 McDermot Street.

D. W. BUCHANAN,
Publisher,

—

The Commercial certainly enjoys a very much
larger circulation among the usiness community
of the vast region lying between Lake Superior
‘and the Pacific Coast than any other paper in Can.
ada, dailv or weckl¥. ‘The Commercial also
reaches the ling wholesale, ¢ ion, manu.
facturing and fi ial h of Eastern Canada,
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THE CLOSING YEAR.

T'his is the last issue of The Ccmmer.
cial for 1899, Weo take tho opportun.
ity of wishing our readers each and all
a hawpy and prosperous new year. Ythe
closing year has brought fulfilment of
more than an average number of the
good wislies which were so freely utten
ed at its Inception and' has been un.
doubtedly o prosperous one with the
people ol Western Canada. 1ts 12
brie! months,which haveslipped all too
swiftly away, have brought in vhele
train large additions to the population
ol thaese bread westeru lunds and have
withessed many changes for ths bet.
ter in the condition of tho people. New
railroads have becn bullt, new towns
nurried into existence, new launds
brought under cultivation and many
new enterpriscs set afloat i the bus-
fness and commercial world. ‘The min
ing regions of Northwestorn Ontario,

British Columbia and the far.off iuvkon '

zold flelds have ail had 2 share in
the general development, and have add-
ed Jargely—particularly the latter re-
gion~to the wealth of thelr inhabit.
ants. The opening of telegraph com-
munication with Dawson City, Yukon,
has bheen one of the notable events of
tho year. While all are proud, of this
development which has been so con-
spicuously shown by all parts of the
west this year both in the more showy
field of mining and the humbler pur.
suits of cattlerralsing and agriculture
we are moro than ever: impressed. s7ith
tho belief that this country' bas really
only entered upon its era of dovelop.
ment. ‘The fact that so many,; of the
Jarge wholesale concerns of eastern

Canada have extended their trading:

operations to all parts of the west and
in somo cages cstablished large ware
houses In Yinnipeg for the Dettor
handling of their goods is a guod in.
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dleation of the impression whiclt west.
ern possibilities are making upon-east.
orn business men, This year has been
remarkable for tho number of thase
who have travelled west, spylng out
the Jand and thelr testimonies as given
i eastern press reports havo been uni.
formly favorable and sometimes of an
extremely rosy character. . Rallway
extenclon o a large scale has been ono
of the many satisfactory features of
this year's expansion. A great deal
of new and valuable land has thus been
Lrought within casy distance of mar.
kets. Altogether Western Canada is
to bo congratulated upon the growth
mado this year. Wo trust that the
very promising outlook for 1000--the
last year of this ceptury—will be ful.
tilled, and that readers of The Com.
merelal may recoive if possiblo just a
Httle more than & fair share of ite good
things.

THE MONTREAL /ELEVA.TOR
AGREEMENT.

The agreement \which has just been
arvived at between the Montreal har-
bor ccmmissioners and the Connor's
eyndicate of Butfalo, New York, where-
by the latter sccure oxceedingly im.
portant clevator privileges at Mou-
treal 15 not méeting with by any means
universal favor and many Drominent
Montreal business men and some, of the
public journals are not altogether
pleased nt the turn of events which
g glven the company its desired priv.
ileges. The contention has been set up
and very well maintained that the
powers granted are too important to
give to tny one company. and especial.
ly to this particular company. Asa
result of this opposition it was thought
up to Jast week that the agreement
would not be consummated. How.
over. it has now gone through. It ounly
remains for Canada to seo that
the spirit of the agreement is in every
way adlered to and that tho great
interegts which the new compang lives
to servo are propcrly protected and
fortered. If this is dones another loug
step has been taken in the direction
of placing inland Canada iu & position
to compete with any other, pard of this
continont in the eaporting ofi food and

 other products.

The C. P. R. Souris DBranch.

A special correcpondent of The Tom-
mercial who lbas been visiting South-
western Manitova for the purpose of
noting  the growth and progress of
that part of the great west, makes
the: following ouservations on  She
towns of the Fouris branch:

The Souric branck of the C. P. R,
stietelies (rom Brandon on the main
Yine to Estevan, a distance of 164
miles, where 1t conncets with the
Yasqua braach, whicl is part of the
C. P. R. shors line from the south. At
Souris conuvction iy made with the
Southwestern branch and at Napinka
with the Pembina brauch. From Sourls
te Mellta tbe counsvvy Is well settled,
tut west of that there are sections
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almost entlrely unlriabited. Immi-
gration, however, lins l:e3n coming into
thiy locallty quite freely of late and
the present prospecte are  that chis
part of the country wliil develop rap-
idly during the next few years.

At Estevun large deposits of coal
Eave heen found. These have been
wotked Ly different ccmpanles for a
number of years, hut until recently
the grade obtained was not very good.
A good quality has lately been .lis-
discovered, howcever, a fow miles from
Lstevan and two companies are now
working these claims and are ship-
plug large quantities of conl daily.

The flrst two towns we reach after
leaving Brandon are Kemnay and
Souris, mention of which will be wmade
ugain.

Hartuey has ULeen visited once or
twice by very bad [ires, but these have

Nuw PusLic SciooL BUILDING AT OxBow.

ludirectly benefiled the place, as good
brick buildings have iaken the place
of the frume strnccures and to-day
Rartiey has, for its size, probavly as
sood buildings as any town in Mani-
Toba. A couple of businesses changed
hands since our last visit. Buettner
Bros. have s0id out their stock of
lhardwure to G. &. Petlapicee, J. 1.
Anderson  has purchased Hopkins &
Lack's generad store and the Union
bank have opened a branch taking over
ihe private buskuig busindgss of £, /€.

trathy & Co. W, Hopkins 15 build-
ing & brick block wlich is to be occu-
pled by G. S, Tettaplece, The grist mili
ab thig point Lus been overhuuted and
new maclunesy put in, the capacity
being increased to 200 bls. per day.

At Lauder there 15 but oite store,
that of H. C. Lamelin,

At Napinka the Yembina Dranch
connects with uis Lranch. Bao two
general stores at this point have
changed hands since our tast visit, Hal-
lonquist & Co., having sold out o
Grabpin & Co., and J. L. Nowderry
1o W, H. Beltoi, There are vwo hard-
ware stores here,, three hotels, a large
lumber yurd owiied by I k. Gaudin,
G. Davis’ drug store, W. G. Lock’s bak-
ery and fmplement and macluue shops.

Melita laz  tivee bardwares, swo
lumber yards, three gcneral stores,
two local newspapers, a branch of
the Union bauk and & number of othey
Pusinegs places such as boot and shoo
store, men's furnishing, etc., also o
large flopr mill owned by T. Builock
& Son. This is us far as the C. P. 1.
at present run & daily passenger train
ang the fact that they run to Melita
shows that it L an Important Lusiness
point as Napluka belng a divisional
point and the end of the YFempbina
branch wowld scem to bo the natural
stopping point.

Elva has prospeets of becoming o very
good business polnt as it Is surrounded
by a good wheat growing country,



