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TH C CLOSING Y.EAR.
l'lis le lte last Issuc4 of The Commnir.

clal for 1899. WO talici tho opportiln.
ity of wishing otîr readers eaelî aîîd ail
a hnnpy anad pro6perous racw year. *The
cloeing year lias brouglit fulfilment of
more than an average nuxaber of the
goozi Nvisllos w.hhl werc so frcely lutten
ed at ItS iîaCOptioii axd' lias beCi unt.
dcsubtediy a prosperous cite îvitî tlae
people of Western Canada. Its 12
brie! mOittîs.WltIlc avo sliPPOtd ail tGo
swiftly aîvay. have brought Ini titeir
trai large additions to thd population
of thise broad western ltande' aual hava
wvitnessod maxîy changes for thc, bot.
ter lit the condition of. thuc p>eople. New
raiIroadtf havo becui bulit, non'v towne
hurried intco existence, niew lanads
baouglht under cuitivation aînd mnauay
iiew eni;erprises set afloat in the bui-
Itîess and commercial %world. The niii
Ing regiozîs of 1Narthwcstojrn Ontario,
British Columbhia and the far.off ïuizoxî
gold fields have ail aad a share in
the generai deveiopmoent, anad have add.
cd largcly-particularly the lutter Ta-
gion-to the wealth of their inlialit.
ants. The opening of telograph, com-
munication with D~awson City, Yukon,
bas bca oua of tho notable events of
tho year. While ail are proud.ý of titia
developanont which lias beau so con.
spftwously shown by ail parts of the
wveet thil; year both la th«e more silo%-.y
field of minlng atid theo humler puar.
suitç of cattletX~aallig and agriculturo
ive are mot-o than ever. Impresseui. -.dtll

thea belle! that titis country, lîac really
only entered tapon Its era of develop.
mont. Tbet tact that so, manyi of tho
large wholesale concertns or eastes-n
Canlada, ha-O eXtendced their trading
operations to ail parts of the W-est atad
In somo caEs estab)lisetl largo Ivare
bouses lit 'Minnipeg for the bettar
bandlhng Of their goods is a good Ina.

dication o! then imp reisstoil whilct West-
ern pobBibillil are making îaport catt.
ern laushîtesa men. This ycatr lias been
remarkabic for tho taumber of titase
%who lhave, travelîcti wcst. spyig ott
the lndî anad their testimonlr, ais gLveit
ia castera pi-cati reports havQ bacii uni.
formiy' favorable atnd somotiajios of an
extremly rosy chuirfiter. . tailway
extxnglîîo'it auv largo acale bias been ettO
of tho maiay satisfactory, fcatutrea of
titis year's expanasion. A gretat dcal
of a1wnît vnltiabi land) lias thias becît
braught witbln eairy distance of star-
kets. Altogether Westerna Canada la
Vo bc) congratulateti tapon tho growth
inzaàe this year. 'We trust that the
-,o-y promising outiook for 11OO0-the
blus year o! Milis ceatury-wiii bo fi.
fililet) anal that readers of The Comn.
merciai mtay recolvo if poass1lo jusi a
little more thaîi a f air share or I te geaid

THIE MONTRBALELlEVATOR
AGREEMIENT.

lie agîlecemeait îvÇhich lias jast bea-n
arriveti nt betweeu the 2%ontreal, h-ir-
13cr comnalssloiters and tise Coîînorla
cyndicato e! Bu!ffnlo, New liork, Wliers--

b3' te latter ectre axeeeditigly ha.
portanat elevator privîleges at Mon-
treai lé; iot meeting îvih by amy means
ut*;crstîl faver and) niny promitacit;
Montrent business mort and sotte. of Vite

.public joui-nais are nlot altogetlaer
plensià ab the turn of evants vîa

litas gircît the company its dloaircd pl)rhv
ilegee. Tlia c-ontention lias becat set iup
ana very n-cil ialittaînCti tuait tho

pan-crs granteil arc too Important to
gtvc3 t, famy one coanfy, xnatiùspecial-

]y Vo titis partîcular compalay. Asi a
retit of Mile oppo6itioln it n-as tlxouglit

up, to lnst wcek thait the agreement
woiald flot b3e conaaamiated. Iloiv.
cicr. it lans taon' goîto through. It oniy
remahua for Canada to sec that
the spirit or te agreemeti; laii every
wiy adltered to axîd tirat tho great

lInbereEts whîich, the i101v companl lives
te soi-vo are properly protected tand)
lot-tereal. If titis lis donc$ asaother long
stop lias beoca taken [si tira direction
of plnclaig Inlanda Canada iiX a position
to compoeo wi auay Otber. part cf titis

coît4unt lit Vhs caport4ig ofg food aîiai
ob.her products.

The C. P. I. Souris Braxîclà.
j% spcci.t- correzspondoiit of Tue -,oin

merciai ivi lx rins Licu visitig týoiitli-
western Mtaitti:a for tie pairpose of
xîotitig tite gi-u-vti and) progreas of
tlait part of tii- groat %%*est, aaakeh
titi: !lbovitg Observations ont tue
toina o! tite ,zoîiris brandli:

The soxarL. lrandi.cf Vte C. P. R.,
ettacles f rom Braad.an on the imain
linit to Estevaa, a distance o! 164
miles, wivilr It ccmu;accts witlî the
1'asqa branel,. %wliiei' la part of the
C. P. R. short lino £romn the acobt. %.t
SouriS con;ioctIioi lie made witlî -. ho
Soutltn-esterit branacli 4ilid ait Natpinlca

'«Ilti tbu Vetubina braiteli. Fromg ,ouris
to 31elita tie eotianury la n-cil settied,
Lut i'est cil thait thora are sections

Nitiw PU13LIC Scaaoor. BUzo.nma &T Oxirow.

hjdirectly beîîefitad the place, as goot)
brichr buildings haave takeal the place
of te fraa.rne struercures and to-day
ia rtxtc-y liab, for iti3 t1ze. probably as
&'oud bîaildialgtl abr ail" to;vli la -Mani-
toba. A cuple of busmnansesk cIatutgsedC
lainds siice our last visit. l3uestiaer

JJX.0s. lia vf soi ont tuieur Stock of
hardware tu GJ. ý-. .Pettaitcv1 J. Rt.

Aîîdc-rson hae~ purclaased lkate &
Ilack*s generai sitore andl *lt- Union
batik have opeaed a brazacîti takiaag over

tho p)it çxLtO-Iuikg businws.ï )i L, lie.
Stratlty & Vo. W. Uupkiuâ aý builai-
lbîg abrick block wIacla is to be- (ccu-
pied by G3. S. 1ettapki-ce. lie -rýt rafill
a'. ti poilnt lus beo overlaittied anad

taon', inaeumeiy put in, the talacity
bciîag Iiareaed to 200 i4bls. per day.

At Lauder titere as but olao store,
t*it or H. C. 11lîlinl.

At Naphaka te lenibina brandli
cotafeets ivkbl iis brancdi. Tiao tivo
goneral storqs ait tiais point lhave
c]taîaged ltinds siucoour latat i 61t, Hai-

lonqîtiat & Co., IitXin sol<l ont to
<3radiisn & k- a<..nd 'y L. ow ry
te W' . L Btltoi.. Tiiero are twc laard-
%va r stor~ e:c tarce itotelb, ta large
IunaaJer yîtrd owaacd by f. E. Gaudin.
G, Davis' drug store, 1'. G. Loek's bak-
ery and Implaenlt and aiaclae sîtoji.

Melita iaz viare liardn-artas, -,wo
luanber yards, tare genacrai stores.
twc. local iaowspaaporis a branch o!
tilt. Uunion baik Ùeal a aauiber of othet-

ýJu.sittc§b places kiucia as boo)t alatc liaoo
store, xiens à'r.rialbiiiaig, etc.,'also %
large !îc.pr mtra oijed by T4 Bîaiiock
& Soit. Tihis is tas f air ad to 0. P. Ji.
at presoat rua .i dauly.lPasoigcr traita
aaîd te fat Liat tiaey rugai to, '.elitit
gshows tumait it 1. ait Important bI)uineus
pojint a)s iNailtaka belaig a di irasional
pioit aîad thu enad 0f tlue Pýem1blna
branIL %votld 5cOau Vo bo tae natural

sBtol)aping point.
Eivat. lias prospects of bccc>minig a veriy
good bunois point as it L- su rrouldL
by a good wheat growSIng: Ctrntrv.

aitoosa. antIrcly uiihblte). Imxil-
graticai, lio%',ever, litt4 1Lem it comig into

Vlik lccality, quite frcaiy of late aaad
tIti,' I)rceien prospe(t@ are tiaat tii
piartV c thte country will develop rapt-
Iliy duaiIlg te ilext feir years.

At. Estevait large dteîao5ts of coaI
i:: e i foîtîta. 1aîehave bean

Nit kcdl by differcaît remaifllales for a
liîtiîlbcr of years, butS tiaitil receatîy
tite grade outaincil %vas noV very good.
Aý good qtiàillty 1mab l:îtely beon dise-
tiacovercd, hocea fe' tmiles ,roin

Ita ndarm two ciatttisare :10w
%voi-kha tiaise clauiais anîd tare 41lp-

plig large hîuantitts c! eotil daliy.
Tige fîrst an-o toWnhi ive reacia 'after

Icaving l3ratCon ara Komnay ast)
souris, Mei-on or iîsii.m IVîIIbi nadp

tialli.
Ilartiîoy hiaai Leem vlslted once or

twiti- by very bad fires, but titese )lavie


