THE BUSINESS SITUATION

Ninnipeg, Saturday, April 2.
This week for the firse time in 4 num-
ber of months bank clearings at Winni-
peg shiow a decline as compared with
the corresponding week of last year,
hut they show conslderably larger
than two years ago. Business has
been rather quleter this week, due
partially to the rongh weather which
has been cold for the season. An early
spring I8 now out of the questino. New
settlers ure arriving freely from the
cast and south and rallway traffic is

henvy for the season. Land sales
are large. The bullding season is
starting in, though delayed by the

rough weather.

WINNIPEG MARKETS

Winnipeg, Saturday, Aprilf2
DRY GOODS.

Business has been rather quleter in
this branch  Spring shipments are
nosw nearly all out, and sorting trade
hag not opened yet. .

FISH.

Spring snlmon is now arviviag and
s quoted higher at 15¢. Other lnes
unchanged. = See quotations on au-
other page. .

GREEN TRUITS.

Business has improved somewhat in
this branch. There Is a firmer tend-
ency for oranges and lemons, but
prices are the same. It is salds that
though the recent frosts in California
covered n large arei of country, the
oranges and lemons escaped. A light
crop of prunes, plums, apricots, ete,, is
expected, however, as a result of the
frost. I’'rices are: MeXican oranges,$3
to 8&3.50; navel oranges, $3.75
to $4.00 California seedling or-
rapges, $3.25; Dbitter oranges, $8
per case, bananas, per bunch, $2.60
to £8.50; Californja lemons, £3.756 to
$4.00 per box; apples. Ontarlo stock,
$1 to $4.50 per oarrel for good to
cholce; southern apples $4 per bbl,; off
quality, $2.00 to $3.50 per bbl. as to
conQition; cranverries, unfrozen, $8.50
t $8 o barrel; frozen stoek, $4 to 57
per barrel, as to quality, which varles
widely; sweet potatoes, $5.00
per barrel; Malaga grapes $7 to $10
per keg: Ontario black walnutg, 8c 1b.;
cocoanuts, $1 per doz.; Siclly [iiberts,
large. 11 to 12¢ per 1b.; Grenoble
walnuts, 14¢; Iigs, fancy elemes, $1.25
to £1.50 per 10 1b. box, 30 1b. boxes,
18¢; 50 b, boxes, 17c per lb.; dates,
( ];»er .. shelled _walnuts, 25
to 27c per 1b; Jmported celery, 60 to
1’1(';5( per doz.; strained honoy, 7 1-2 to

HS

HARDWARE, PAINTS, ETC.

There is stili n liberal movement of
hardware, and Jocal houses have had
o large season’s trav2. Blnder twine
has sold frecly for later delivery. A
great many orders Yor twine have
now been placed. Prices are steady.
Relined petroleum is 1-2 to 1c higher
cast, but Jocally there is no change.
Lubricating olls have been reduced 4.
to Ge per gallon.

LUMBER.

The new YWinnipeg list has not been
fssued yet, but it will be out early
next week, The changes in prices,
as previously mentioned, wili be mains

THE COMMERCIAL

ly to correspond with the recent ad-
vances In British Columbia lumber und
shingles .
RANV FURS.

Seoé reporte of London fur sales in
another columu, and Winnipeg quota-
tiony on another pasge. . ;

GRAIN' AND PRODUCE.

WHEAT-—Wheat prices have been
sumewhat {rregular, but values are
not muchi changed from a week ago.
Argentine huns been shipping heavily
recently, that country sending out 2«
400,000 bushels last week.  On the
other hand Argentine advices nald the
surplus would be less than earlier esti-
mates,  From California It was rve-
ported that the crop was 80 poor on
nccount of the drouth, that only »
bhalf crop was counted upon. Amer-
lcan exports lust week were 3,900%
000 bushels.

Locally the sltuation has heen very
dull. Iun the country the delivery sea-
son is now over and the elevators are
being closed up until after seeding is
{inished. Business was also very dull
in tlns moarket. Holders seem inclined
to hang on, and buyers are not anxi-
ous for the graln. Prices here rang-
ed from 95 1-2 to 97c during the weelk,
for No. 1 hard, afloat Fort Willlam.
Yesterday 96 to 96 1-2¢ was the quo-
tatlon for spot and 97 1-2c for May
dehivery. About 83c was pald 1n the
country markets, to farmers.

FLOUR—The market is steady and
prices unchanged. We quote: Patent,
$2.50; best bakers £2.30; second
bakers $1.90; XXX, $1.40 per sack of
8 Ibs, with discount of Ge net.

MILLFELED-—Prices are firm, ths
demand  is  very large, and the
supply  scarce. The  mills are
shipping westward to country pointa.
We quote bran at $12 and shorts $14
ber ton in bulk. Large lots S1  per
on less,

GROUND FEED — Pure grain
feed i3 quoted at $22 to $24 for
rolled oat feed. Inferior mixed mill
feed, $18 to $20 per ton. Ground corn
feedd is higlhier and now quoted at $17
to $18 per ton, Oll cake $22 per ton,

OAMMEAL~The market is firm. The
Manitoba mills have very little to
offer. Dealers are selling to the
trade at $2 for sacks of rollnd.

BARLEY—Nomlinal in the absence of
business, at about 40c for feed and
¢5 to 50c for seed samples.

OATS—Drices are very firm. Feed
oats are held stiff at 39 to 40c and
seed at 41 to 43¢ per bushel fori cax
lots on track, Winnipeg, equal to 35
ul) 36c in the country for good sam-

©8. . vy )
CORN—We quote 40c per bush. of 56
1bs. for tars on track here.
BUTTER, creamery—A lttle fal)
creamery i 6till held. which is selling
at 283 to 23 1-2c.
BUTTER--Dalry—Good Tbutter s
very scarce, as for cisice there s
practically none. What is called gaod
is nothing extra. Stocks of held goods
have been culled over and over until
what remains is pretty poor stuff.
But even poor stuff called cookiug
butter is bringing 13 to 15c per 1b.
and so-called geod 16 to 18, which are
high prices in comparison with the
quality of the geods.  For really good
fresh dbutter, 19 to 20¢ can be hand in
small way, but of course there is vory
little which will come up to the mari.
CHEESE-Dealers are selling at 10
to 10 1-2¢. Stocks limited.
EGGS.—~Prices Lave been somewhnt
firmer this week, owing to cold weath-
er, but the market is {rregular and
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very unsettled. Prices opened at 12
12 1-2¢ on NMonday, but later in the
week advanced to d3c, and then to
14c and yesterday  commission
dealers were selling at 13 to 14c, from
which freight and -ommission would
be deducted. Some retall stores in
the city, however, were selling at
122 1-2¢ all the week, cvidently from
supplies sent them from the country.
The Immedlate future s unsettled,
though prices may hold up until after
EFaster. Ve {
DRESSED POULIMY—Poultry Is
scarco and prices firm. Good chickens
will bring 9¢ dressed, or 60 to 75c
per pair live, and turkeys 1lc per
1b. live weight.

DRESSED MPBATS—The eeason Is
well over for handling dressed hogs
in quantities, though packers are stiil
buying. TFresh beel ls mostly selling
at 6c. No fresh mutton has been of-
fered yet. iVeal I8 scarce. We quote
bogs 6 1-2 to 6 3-4c, and a few fancy
may bring 7c in a small way. Beef
6 to 61-2¢ for city dressed. Eome
frozen beef is still selling at + to Sc,
for good to gholce. . Mutton
0 1-2 to 7c, and generally held at Te.
Venl 7 to 9¢, as to quality.

CURED MEATS and LARD— Prices
aro firm. See quotations on another

age.
pHIDES—Our telegraphic reports a
week ago to-day reported hides 1-2¢
lower at three different markets,which
with previous declines, would make a
total reduection of 1 to 1 1-2c within
a short time at different polnts. This
shows that the decline in hides is gen-
eral. and it is a usunal thing at this
season of the year for hides to decline,
mainly owing to the inferior quality
ol spring hides where they are affect-
ed with grubs, A few frozen hides are
stiil coming In. Any holders of frozen
stock should ship at once, as we are
linble to have a few warm days any
time now, which would damage hides
long in transit, and they are always
liable to delay in transit. The local
market is weak. Some buyers are not
offering above 6c¢ for frozen stock.
We quote green frozen Hhldes 6 1-2¢
flat. 51bs. tares; kip, 6 to 7e; calf, 7
to 9¢ per Ib.; deacon skins, 15 to 25c
each; sheep pelts nominal at 75c each
for fresh skins: horse hides, 75¢ to $1.75
each: colts, 25¢ each.

WOOL—Nominai at 8 to 10¢ hero for
unwashed fleece.

TALLOW=Quoted at 3 1-2¢ for No.
1, and No. 2 to 21.2¢ for other xrades
as to qoality.

SEXECA ROOT—Nominal at 16c.

VEGETWBLES — Potatoes were

easier. Carrots are very scarce.
Prices bhre as  Tollows: Po-
tatoes. 35 to 40c per bushel; car-

rots, S1 t¢ $1.20 per bushel; onlouns,
native, 2 t6 21-2¢ per 1b: imported, 3¢;
celery, 60 to 7Gc per dozen bunches;
cabbage, 40c to S1i per dozen; beets,
30 to 40c per: bushel: turnips, 20c per
bushel; parsnips, 1 1-2 to 2¢.

HAY—A considerable demand has set
in for hay. car lots Wing wanted to
ship to some country points where the
supply Is short. Baled Is now: held at
£7 to $R ner ton on track at point of
shipment. or §9 to $10 on cars here.
It i< rirky now to shin hay. as much
of the hay haled in the winter has
snow mixed which will soon thaw
ont and me’ 2n the hay. causing it

to spoll.
LITE STOCKR. .
CATTLE—Cable reports on cattle
were better this week. There is still
brisk buying of stockers to ship to
the United States. Even mere calves
are being plocked up. One car sent out




