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THE COMMERCIAL,

Danger Signals.
J. A. Badeu, M. D., read the following
paper on assoismont insurance at the convon-
tion of the Fratornal Cougress:

The writer of this paper woald fail to par-
form his duty if, from his standpaint of ob-
sorvation, ho should aut 2:1d in throwing out
the danger signa! to the fraternal orders.
Thero aro questiyus bofure this bady for con-
sidoration, tuw grave tu admit of temporiza-
tion or delay. They should be met promptty
and desisively, at least so far as its influence
may extend. and that which should burn
itself with greater ntensity thau any other
into tho mind and conscience 0 every udv.
cato of the systemm of insurunce represented
by the Fraternal Congressis * Is the plan of
oach of the seversl orders aud associativus
which aro recogniz:d by their connectivn
with the Congress as exponeuts of the system
ard which each of them is laboring to work
out, a salo onu? Or, is it & housa built un the
sand, which. when rains come and beat upon
it wilf faliz© Wil the system sorvive the
comng of tho woevitakle time when tho limit
of expectancy uf the mombership, reckoned
from the average ugo »f oach of thom, shall
Bave been reached ¥

Tho respouse to this question involves very
closely the interests of nearly two millions of
families now 11 our own country and the D,-
minion of Canada, the heads of which them-
solves incapable «f grapphog with the ques-
tion are relyiog upon the wisdom of thoss
whbo incorpirated the overal orders and
ass: cintious and so inavgurared the system,
aud who are {stering and promoting their
plans. Shall thess persons be rowarded for
1heir faith, or sba:l the bread that the hus-
bands or fathers 1gnorantly 1magiue they are
providing for their families, turn to ashes
upon tho Jips of their widows and children?
For my own part, 1t scems that the plauos of
theso organizations, if not modificd to some
extent, are as o ship at sea driving on with-
out & veliable chart, wichout an objecuive
port and, (onscqadctly, with little promise
of other than w w.tamitous dustiny.

. Personaliy, the writer derives small com-
fort from knowing that ke dues not stand
alone 12 his want of feith in thosystam, as it
13 yow operatsd. or i hia jadgment of 1ts
fallacivusness. The report ot the Commarttes
on Statist'es a12d {5 rod of tho Order mnade to
the Congress at 18 session hold 1u Toronto
Iast year, aud the iudivilual papers read at
tho sumo session, attest the unfixedness of the
jadgment of our best thinkers upon the sub.
Ject. 1 may be permitted to meuntion alsuthe
majyority atd mugority reports of the Joint
Cutnmitier, appoiuted by the Supremoe Coun-
cil of the Royat Arcaanum in 1595, to con-
sider and report upon thesame sabjset.  Theo
ropurts wero submtted at the =ession of
Counail held 1n Savennab last May, aud
action upon them was deferred. Each of them
suggested an assessmont plan widely diff ring
frowa that of tho other and frowa that nown
forcs iz tho order. ‘Tho majmty report has
this sigmficant feature. Iv was signed by
Brother II. H. Morso, the suthor of the
«qaalization plan, yet the plan suggested in
taat report aud Brother Morse's equalization
pian bear so shigat a rescmblauce to oach
othor as to leavo room for doubt of their
titio to thosamo patermity. Thesodiscrepan-
wes shuw planly encugh how utterly atses
tho fraternal orders are as to a safe remedy
for tho difficaltics cenfronting them. The
roar of tho breakars is heard by all alike, but
no two of them scom ablo to agree upon a
¥ of esCapos

. _ Viewed by the light of the paper read by
Brother Morso boloro the Cougress at its
last session, to which allusion has beon made,
nuthipg could be plainer thau the insecurity
of tho suporstructure bailded by inany of the

~orders upon tho ground-work of fratornity—

a foundation which, thank the Divine
Archirect, wo know to be secure. Ia that
paper ho alluded to the many orgaunizations,
that, a few years ago, by kindling upon the
rock of a false fratormity or o falsosyatem
beacon fices promising security and a great
gain to all who might be attached to themn.
allured thousands of victims fo disaster. [
do not soek to defond their plan, butIam
willing to go on rocord as declaring my bo-
lief that the plan of th.so organizations was
o safer ono than that of many of the frater-
usl orders represented in this Uongress. We
all know within bow short a time they
collapsed aftar reaching tho limit of their ox-
poctancy of soven years, aud the fraternal
orders may profit by their experience if they
do not correct their chart.

‘The appeal that comes up to tho Fraternal
Congrass from cvery order and assnciation
that is awake to tho peril of the situation is,
*» What plan can you racommend by which
wo can escapo the danger of driving out
our more timid and suspicious members and
uf deterring insurance-seokers from joining
with us. by & too sudden and ~ioleunt 1ucrease
in our assessmeat rates and which, at the
same time, if operated wisely, will kave ths
effcet of establishing us firmnly aopd unques-
tionably upon & permauent basis 2"’ By this
ia mewnt a ** pormanent business basis.
Frateruity which we talk about as the corner
stono and basie wall of our system can best
bo socured and made available for good by
reciprocal advantages and au equitable ex-
changs of values Itis the imperativo daty
of the Congress to respond to the appeal by
formulating out of tha material it hasand
recommondiog a uniform plan upon which
the orders can operate without prejudice or
wjury to each othe  Suited in its general
features to all alike, but susceptible of such
modification as any one of them might cor-
sider necessary to moeet conditions paculiar to
itself,

No botter opport.uity has ever presented
1tself or will, parhaps, ever present itseif to
tto Fraternal C ngress, for the exercise of its
advisory functious for the good of the orders
than the ono now present to it, and cortainly
no greater omergency could avise than tho
ono confronting us to enable it to demon-
strate its usefuiness to the fraternal orders.

"The plan herew:th submitved, and I beg
to add, submitted with great diflidence,
whilo it may not bo accapted in whole or in
part, is at least an effort 1n the direction of
ovoking an expression of jidgmens by the
Congress. This accompliseed, tho writer
wilt not go home w the Supreme Lodgo of his
order witn the mortification of knowing that
he failed to reprosent his peoplo with fidelity.

Tho plan proposes a umt cost, per aunum,
at the age of tweuty-one for a specifiad
amount of insurance, fay of ono, two, threo,
four or $3,000. This cost to ba mot by the
payment of monthly assessmonts to tho
mortuary fuad.  Tho assessments shauld be
graded to the ago limit prescribed by the
order adopting the plan, so that every mem-

sr who lives through thoe poriod of his ox-
pectancy, reckoned from tho dato of his
admission, shall have paid at tho close of
that period an aggregato amount oqualling
onu-half of tho faco value of his certificate.
Should his death occur beforo tho limit of
his expectancy bas been reached, thoredemp-
uon value to his beneficiary nf biscortificate,
to bo ascertzined by deducting frum its faco
valuo tho sum of his ssscssmenis remzining
unpaid by reason of bis death, and tho
amount so deducted to bo credited to & re-
=0rvo or emergency fund to bo usod so far as
necessary in keoping tho insurance within
tho limit of cost per aunum originally
adooted,

Daunger might ensue to =sn order if,
through a desiroto rapidly incroaso its mem-
bership by commeading its cheapnoss, it

—_=
should fix its unit of cost par aur . tgq low,
This daugor should bo foresoon o' 1 avgidy
in the beginning. '

Tho writer has ondeavored t | resont i
an intelligiblo way tho genorn'  siyres of
tho plan proposed. leaving it w.  tho Cop

ress to be rejected or appruved ey .
its wisdom determine.  Sugzest | hwenip,
before dismissing the subjsct + ghmg;;
1t8 operation no mombor need fireed tg*
suspension or withdrawal by by i;peed
upon him when the infiemitiee  * 5op by
fatlon to him an uunbearable - 'fulooked
for burden of cost.

Objections havo been urgel : any p!.nn

that embraces a provision fur a ri-vrve fuyg;
on tho ground that it tompts r.. mmu‘m’
To this it may bo answored, that the ateys
of a resorvo fand does not alwa.« or neg.
sarily secure immunity to an v lor from thy
operations of that class of attirueys tha i
known to haug about the « .ris seelipe
receiverships, v

Tho acquaiutance of the writer with ths
history of tho order that be bas thoe honerss |
sepresent, and with the exper.su-o throgsh
which it is passing cnables }uu to wam
with emphasiz all otlier fraterval orde:sei
the danger to which thoy are exposed from 3
spirit of insubordination and robelliop s
the part of mischief-making demag
(such as are met wiih in all socaties) egeing
logally constituted authority  “ame porsom
seom to bs afilictad with a kind of mug 4
maunisa for creating discord and tisweusionia
all associations whether sortal vr political, or
religious or uon deseript 1z rharacter
which they find ingross. resemhling Anar.
ism, as to permit us to coujswture that the
latter bas its double in the furmer. .

Given a caso. A fraternal arder inee
porated and doing business as such—3 Juis
laturo of the State under whaze ganeral ae
it was incorporated,—~a legislatare casilyia
fluenced by politieal, social or other coos:
derations, (I do not use tho term veral) ast.f
a score of mombers bolonging toa drzen b
ordinate branches of tho crder who kaw
beon disappointed of getung office or am
secking oflice in the supreme body. or hire
at one timoe or another been subjsctd &
nocessary  disciplinary  restraint.  Giem
theso factors and I will demoustrate theoagh)
tho oxperience of the Order of tGolden Chaix
within the past eight wonths the danger &
waich every fratornal urder wu this ecsby
is oxposed at overy recurrinz sewion of
legislature of the stato auder whoss hw X
was incorporated.

The aznouncement is mad- ¢+ the Fraw-]
nal Cungress with pain and a deep s d
humilation that our order 13 unw ins
of Equicy defending itsell sgainsy the
edvised aad uawarranted astion of such e
$0D3 as my proposition embrares.

I shall on bohall of the ordnr of the
Chain bag to express sinewre thanks &
president of the Fraternal tnzress, e
ing without less of timo c. 10 s whewl
was mformed of our trnmhle, Th
offorts wore at the timo qusresessfoldoy
detract from our obligation t- him,

Baforo closing this papm ! hag to ol
meaus of averting, t+ =mo extedh
danger montioued, tha susgastion thal
of tho fraternal orders ad ., ¢ an ameé
to its laws, which will an. iotjn its I
cligiblo ons any memter of &
tcgml o{dme;'who ghan b hoowa ¥
contributed to the cnact cut of ¥
tending to subvort thoe cernmeo} o
order, or who shall saust,. v X
apy court of law or e aty apiie
supremo lodge, councu ¢ :
bodg. Any such porsone m:_na )
as unworthy of momber..pid 2
organizition aod inokg:  for pea




