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TUE OLD YSAR.
The yoar now with:n a few days of it

close bas flot buen an urisatisfaotory one o
%Vestern Canada. Thora hava beau somoe ups
and dowust, ft la truc, and averything hias not
beau jdst as we would like it, but unw that
its dsys ara about uumbored, we eau look
back with inuch réacson for thankieinass and -
sali reasan for grumibling. Comparod %vith
many other parts oi tha world wa lui %Wstern
Canada hava special roaqon for fealing
sat.iafled with tho past and hopoal for the
future.

in a.region ait lârgeiy depeudant upon
acnriculture as ica Manitoba, everything
hinges an the %weathar. The paît season was
neot a modal ana for the fariner. The spring
iras one of the -latest on record and tarmn
work was graatly hampar*od by wet weathar.
112 -.he arly part ai tho season the outlook
iras can.'idercd rather discouraging for tha
trops. But alLer ail a very fair harvest was
secured ov. r a large portion of the couutry.
What the vleat crap lackedl iu quantity has
hean made up lin te value receivcd fur the
exo(p. Anothor areat fact le, that the to~p
waq baudled àt a minimum ai ecpanse. In
1895 we had a tremendaus crop in Manitoba,
but the expense baudliug it, and the Iaw
prica obtained for the grain reduced the
profits very muoh ta thé growers.

This year, white tha crop was flot heavy.
the expeusa0 ai bar vestiDg it bas beau light,
ana thé price received bas beau very satis-
f&ectory. lu fazt, with the exception y.o&sIiy
ci thu esterci districts ai Mantoba, where
te greatest harmn was done by thé excesbive
maisture i the spring, thé net prt.fit af the
farmcra WIin l matuy case,, cxceed tha prcfit
received fromn the big crop lisrvested in 1895.
This ig proved 4y the comparative casa with
which collectians bava beau made this
Season. loan coapaies, impieamant b1ouFes
and ather tocnrs 'which do a large credit
business vitlh the fumiets, repart to Tha
Commercial that paymeuts bave beau well
nîet. and business mou generally appear ta,
hae agreeably f atitfied with tha result.

Ail this is very~ gratifyiug. Of' course in
a country like tha agriculturai districts af
Western Ca nada, wé cannat expeet one or
aveu twvo very. favorab1a seasans to place a])
thes saea iu easy ciroumstances. The
great majority af our sattiars came horo
Iwith limited, meaus. lu order ta start upon
their tarins they 4ad, La go iuta délit ta boan
compavies, 1w plament firmsand othars. Al
ire cati expeat is th at they will lie able ta
gradually pay off thèe olaims snd imprave
their surrouudings. The progress9 made in'
titis direction durivg the. past tira years
bas been very satis! actory.

The improved position ao. our farinera is
ta a considerable, aitent due te f iùereased
iroduction af d&airy products. an' live stoak,
as irait as ta the laïrie crop ofi b95 aud tae
high pricé for irbeat received. tbis season.
Thé dairy industry bas made excéllent pro-

grass tha past tiwo seasousy and te (armners
arm reaping a riah raward from this lu lustry.
Tho farnrs have alsa gens mora"extensivaly
into live, stock, whioh ham proved a source of
mach pro>fit ta thoin. 0cr bcsthope for thé
futura lies lxi the furthQr devélopinent of tho
live stock and dairy, internats ç&loug with
grain groinig.

Thé yeîr bas not I4et.n without its drair-
backs and diàaqtar. Oua ai thermost serions
drawbacks af the year iras a Bavoe storm
which s§véPt across tao couutry just at tuîe
brgitiuxag af itarvoat, destroying the crope
lin its patit. Many individuals au f erafi
saveraly from this disaster, and mie btes
practioalIly ait thair grain trop.

One ai the important teaturrA af this yaar
has licou the great attention drawn ta car
minorai ditriats. Thora hava beau great
discoverias ici ]ritieh Colunibia, and a great
itterest bas beau takan in the devélopment of
the mineral, intereats thora. The rioh main-
orai tUrritory close ta thé astern boundary
of Manitoba bau alRa rceived muzb, attention
afi1 te. Capital lias beau flawiog inte thoso
ragions. and the, ôutiook la very hapotful for
a woriderfut devalopmont ai our great miner-
ai reenurces during tha coming year. Our
tigricultaral prairie Jancte are mat the only
sourceof waalt in We~Vstern Canada. This
great prairie ragian is bounded bath an the

st and west by ruggéd but riait mineral
rogion.i. Many people baliûoe ire havé haro
in the iVeet the grea-est minerai di-4tticte lu
thé world. Now th:tt capital bas began ta
flir ini for the development af our mineraI
weaitb, grest thiags are looked for jla the
near future. The dovalopment af aur main-
orai wealth le certain ta bc a Inadiag featurs,
during thé coming year, and great. prosparity
ta the country la expected ta rasait t'ner-
fram.

In conclusion The Coautécial wishes its
readers the compliments af thé seasr)n, and aI
full roaliaton ai their hopes fo)r the coming
veal'. ___________

TH? ARGRITINE OROF.
Owing ta the great intorest taken lu thé

Argentine whaat crop, Mr. N. Bairîf, grain
maerzhant, Winnipeg, cabled thé othar dat'
ta Buenos Ayres, the capital of thé Argentine
Hepubla, for information régarding tha
cop. The tale iras sent te John PLcN&bb,
fornieriy ai Winnipeg, but nom a resident of
Bunuos Ayre3. Tho raply cameé as follows :
N. Bamif, Winnipeg :

Quality of utéir crop is inierlar ta that af
Inst yaar. Prospects beloir an averaga cron.
Estimatad quantity for expert, 2),000,00
bushels..

JOHN MCIN.A.BB.
Thé anuti average export oi what from

Argentine for thé past fi çe yéai's bas beau
about 81,030,000 busheis of irbéat, aud foeur
equal ta 1,600,00bushèl soi.whest. liMr.Nc-
Nabb's estimata la near tIe mark, it would
indiate that thé crop now baing harvasted
in Argentine l.s a poor ane.

Exports frora Argentine for the past tira
years wasé rauah lar. thu iba uverage, for
thé past five yeaixs. Thé crop litvesteil iu
Deca mbér, 1893, *as thé ilargest aver secttred
iu that aauntryý, and exportas ran away rip
during the scason following as a eonaequenoa.

Thé followingz shows the whent crop ô( Argen-
tine for a numbar oi Years.

1883 ........ ......... 10,000,030o
1891................. 12,000,0W0
1885................. 14,0000
1886 ................. 141000.000
1887 ................ 14,000.000
1888 ......... ........ 11.003,0W0
1889................. 40,000,000
189)............. ... S2.000.000
1891................. 81,000,000
1892................. 57.,0000
1893................. 80.0001000
1891................. 60,00Q,000
1893 ................ 75,000,000

A surplus aro p ai 20,000,000 bushais forex -
part during 1897, wvouid inricate, a total crop
ai undoir 50,000,0, bushal, whioh looks 'very
simall. -The averge production of whest lu
Argentine for th&,past fiee years bas beau
61,600,000 buiabeis and thé exporta ai whaat
and flc>ur equal ta, 81,600,000 bashels, loaving
27,003,000 bushai annuaily réqnired for
homo cousumption'*.«

MfITORIfi NOTES
Tnz 'ioqtflialcrop report and raviair ai

agneiulture; iu Manitoba catis attention ta the
tact that eaultoba le mot self-supporting iu
the produottôn o! poultry. This ii a maLter
which The Commercial bas frequently called
attetition ta., Thé production of poultry
saula be very profitable te aur farmeo's. and
it certainly seerna that thé supply ahould at
toast bé (qual Ia thé home damand. Thé
shore.age la maialy lu turkays, white thé sup-
ply of geese la aiea short af home require-
méats. Chiceans ara produced lu suffloient
qusutity ta meat thé home demaud, and
sametime Ive havo a surplus tel ship west,
wirbre thora ict alwaya a good. demand for
poultry at profitable pricas.

Tiiouon Hon. Joseph Martin la "out af
politicssI for thé presant, hat no doubt retains
considarable influence lu political. circles, and
partioularly with bis old friands àt Ottaia.
A récent évent showé this. It bas beene'us-
tomary lu thé past ini Winnipeg ta make a
charge ai 25 cents for nloving goods front the
railwayst te baustome examining waréhause.
This was a matter olcousidarable importance
ta, thé business people of Winnipeg, and wua
an item ai no small espensé ta titosa iro fre-
quantly receivé packages ai importait goods.
Mr. Martin okéd loto this maLter and
found that iL iras uot thé saié at ather places
iu Car-ida. Hé pramptly took up thé ques-
tion with the authoritiés at Ottawa, aud sac-
ceeded lu n aving this chargé dispeusadl with,
for which, hé will receive thé thanks of the
business mon cf thé eity.

IN RtEGARD ta thé question aO. Indian ea-
cation, thé difficulty la flotiu educating thé
Young Indians, but lu making theni usetul
citizins aIter théy bava been edncated.
Some of thoae wba havé studied thé matter
Say that thé Young Indians sao lapse into
thélr ald ways, afttr théy ratura ta thair
people. This is what might lie expe.Aed.
If' thé youug people caul.d lie sattied lu
colonies by themselvoe , or placed' ont amoug
the wirbILc, no doubtgoad, resulta would hé
obt.ained frein thein. Thé Ides in sondink
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