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THE OLD YBAR.

The year now within a fow daysof it3
closo bas not buen an unsatisiactory one for
\Vestera Canada. Thoro havo been somoe ups
and downs, it is true, aad overything hasnot
been just as we would like it, but now that
itadsys aro about numbered, we can leok

back with much reason for thankfulness and"

small reason for grumbling., Compared with
many otber parts of tho world wo in Western
Cavada have special reason for feoling
satisfied with tho past and hopeful for the
{uture.

In a'vegion so largely dependent upon
agriculture as in Msanitoba, everything
hinges on the weathor, The past season was
not & modsel one for the farmor. The spring
was one of the-latest on record and farm
work was greatly bamperod by wot weather.
To the early part of tho season the outlook
was considered rather discouraging for the
crops. DBut after all a very fair harvest was
secured ov.x & large portion of the country.
What the wheat crop lacked in quauntity has
been made up in the value received for the
erop. Another great fact is, that the orep
was bandled at & minimum of expense, In
1895 we had & tremendous crop in Manituba,
but the expense bandling it, and the low
prico obtained for the grain redaced the
profits very much to thegrowers,

This year, whilo tha crop was not heavy.
the expense of harvesting it has been light,
and the price received has been very satis-
fsctory. In fact, with thoe exception pusuibly
of the eastern districts of Manitgba, where
the groatest harm was done by the excessive
moistur< in the spring, the net profiv of the
farmers wil: in many casey exceed tho profit
received from the big crop harvested in 1895.
This is proved by the comparative easo with
which collestions have been made this
season. Loan companies, implement houees
and other concerns which do a large eredit
business with the farmers, report to The
‘Commercial that payments-have been well
met. and business men generally appear to
be agreeably satisfied with the result.

All this is very gratifying. Of course in
acountry like the agricultural districts of
Woeatera Canada, we cannot expect one or
even two very.favorable seasons to place all
the settlers in easy circumstances. The
great majority of our settlers came hero
with limited means. In order to start upon
their farms they hed to go into debt to loan
compapies, implement ficms and others. All
we canl expeot is that they will be able to
gradually pay off these olaims and improve

their surroundings: The progress madein’

this direction during the. psst two years
bus been very satisiactory.

The improved poeition of our farmers is
to a considerable extent due to iacreased
groduction of dairy products an” live stdok,
a8 well a9 to the large crop of 1695 and tbe
high price for wheat received. this season.
The dairy industry -has made excellent pro-

gross tho past two seasons, and the farmers
are reaping a rioh roward from thts in lusiry,
Theo farmers have also gono more-extensively
into live stuck, which has proved a source of
much profit to them, Our best hope for the
futura }ies in tho further developmont of the
live stock and dairy’ interests along with
grain growing.

The yesr has not been without its draw-
backs and disasters. Ouneof the moat serious
drawbacks of the yoar was a sovere storm
which swept across tho country just at the
beginning of harvest, destroying the crops
in its path, Many individusls suffered
severely from this disaster, sad some lost
practically all their grain crop.

Que of the important featuras of this year
has boen the great attention drawn to our
mineral distriots.  There have besn great
discoveries in British Columbia, aund a great
interest has been takon in the development of
the miuncral interests there. The rich min-
oral torritory close to the eastern boundary
of Manitoba has also received much attention
of 1 te. Capital has boon flowiog inte theso
regions, and the outlook is very hope(ul for
a wonderful development of our great miver-
al reenurces during thoe comiang year. Our
agricultaral prairie Jands are not the only
source of wealth in Western Canada, This
great prairie region is bounded both on the
east and west by rugged buv rich mineral
regions. Many people beliove we have here
in the Weat the grearest mineral distriets in
the world. Now that capital ba3s began to
flow in for the development of our mineral
wealth, great things are looked for in the
near fusure. The davelopment of our min-
eral wealth is certain to bo s leading featurs
during the coming year, &nd great prosperity
to the country is expcoted to xesult thore-
from.

In conclusion The Commercial wishes its
readers the compliments of the season, and s
full realisation of their hopes for the coming
year,

‘THE ARGENTINE OROP.

Owing to the great interest taken iu the
Argentine wheat crop, Mr. N, Bawlf, grain
merchant, Winuipeg. cabled the other day
to Buenos Ayxes, the capital of the Argentine

Reopublic, for information regarding the-

crop. The cabls was sent to John McNabb,
formerly of Winnipeg, but now & resident of
Budnos Ayres. The raply came as follows :
N. Bawlf, Winnipeg :

Quality of new crop i3 inferior to that of
last year. Prospects below an averago crop.

- Estimated quantity for export, 23,000,000

bushsls,
JOHN MGNABB‘
The annual average export of wheat from
Argentine for the past five yeats has been
about 83,000,000 bushels of whesat, and flour

.equalto 1,600,000 bushels of wheat. If Mr,Mec-

Nabb's estimate is near the mark, it woald
indicate that the crop now baing harvested
in Argentine is & poor one.

Exports from Argentine for the past two

"years wezo much larger than.the average for

the past five years The crop harvested in
Dacomber, 1898, Was the largest ever sccured
in that country, and exports rsn away up
during the scason following as a consequence.

Tho following shows the wheat crop 6f Argen-
tino for & number of years,

1883 ..i.iviiitinele.. . 10,000,000
188t .......... oe ceere o 12,000,000
18853 ...vov i onnn .. 14,000,000
1886 .......... e eieaees 14,000,000
1887 ... ..., PP . 14,000,000
1888 ... eeeesss 11,000,000
1889 ....... e anees vooe 40,000,

189)........... veen vae- 82.000.000
1891 ......... ... 86,000,000
1892 ..iviveiinininn, .. 57,000,000
1893 .....iviiinel . 80,000,000
1891 ......coiivvinuel,, 60,000,000
1895 .iviieiiienininnnn,s 75,000,000

A surplus crop of 20,000,000 bushels for ex-
port during 1897, would iadicate a total crop
of under 50,000,000, bushel, which looks very
small, - Theaverago production of wheat in
Argentine for the past five yoars has baen
61,600,000 bushols and the exports of wheat
aud flour equal to 84,600,000 bushely, leaving
27,000,000 bushels annually required for
homo consumption.

EDITORIAL NOTES

THE ‘{mt official-crop report and review of
agriculture in. Manitoba calls attention to the
!acb that Mauitoba is not self-supportmg in
the productién of poultry. This is a matter
which The Cummercial bas frequently called
atteution to.. The production of poultry
should be very profitable to our farmeis, and
it certainly seems that the supply should as
least be ¢qual to the home dsmand. The
shortage is mainly in turkeys, while the sup-
ply of geese is also short of home require-
ments. Chickens are produced in sufficient
quautity to meet the home demand, and
sometimes we hava a surplus to ship west,
where there i always a good demand for
poultry at profitable prices.

* * *

THOUGH Hon. Joseph Martin is *‘out of
politics ** for the present, hano doubt retains
considerable influence in political circles, and
particularly with his old friends at Ottawa.
A recent event shows this. It has been'ous-
tomary in the past in Winnipeg to makaa
charge of 25 cents for moving goods from the
railways to tbe customs examining warehouse.
This was & matter of considerable importance
to the business people of Winnipeg, and was
an item of no small expense to those who fre-
quently receive packages of imported goods.
Mr. Martin looked into this matter and
found that it was not the rale at other places
in Carada. He promptly took up the ques-
tion with the authorities at Ottawa, and sue-
ceeded in baving this charge dispensed with,
for which he will recoive the thanks of the
business man of the city.

* * *

IN REGARD to the qumtion of Indisn ediz-
cation, the dlﬁ‘zcnlty is mot in educatmg the
young Indians, but in making them ussful
citizins after they have been educated.
Some of those who have studied the matter
say that the young Indians soon lapse into
their old ways aftur they return w their
people. This is what might be expeeted.
If the young people could be settled in
colonies by themselves, or placed: out among
the whites, no doubt good resnlts wounld be
abtained from them, The idos .in sending




