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BRITISHI COLW4B1I
(This derlartment le ln chargo of R. Il. Oosncfl. who le

pcrisi2ncntb Ycngaged ms a reciInr inenfer of Tins Cix
gy.RCIIAL staiT, torCInrciettthlsJjurnligi rltshouttibia.
Partied ln Bittish Columubia .ho wish to comisitinlcate lis
any *.ýI' %vith thlspapcr, i- apply directly ta M5r.
tiosnell at Vanceuvc.

Britishi Colibla Bi3inoss Rgylew.
April qO, 1892.

WVeathor bas just op2ned fi is aftor a psriod
of dcli coiduess that W&3 nlot favorablr ta the
growth of veotation or tho best thing ie the
%worid for business. As a result progrees lias
been slow and it may bo that the fruit crop wiIl
lie injured as it was Iaït ycit by the chil'ing of
the fl.,wora. The backwardnoss of spring bas
been unusuai aud has had a dccided effect on
the generai situation. Tiiits bas been markcd
ini the interior, and esecialiy in the Kootenay
whoreoaperations have bae deiayed a rnth
loner than expected. Tho 8now ii not aoff the
moantains yet. S) tir as c3infort le concorued
it has heort anythisi but înp'oasant, bnt i. his
neot beeo what the farmerâ eall Ilgrowing
wcather.'

Ifovovcr, the wcather whatever disappoint-
ing cffezt.s it may have had in other respects,
has in nia way chilied the promoter8 of towiss-
sites which just now in the interiar floîîrjsh
lîke al greeni bay tree. Bidtour,EIlorado,llPdot
B.ty, Columbia, and a number of othora have
been laid out and eaeh ono promises ta bo the
chie! distributing point o! Wotst Kootenay, and
if we believe ail %vo rend lots are seiliug rapidly
ici ail o! them. %Vu0 may oxpect that kind of
thiug ta continue until conditions settle down
It le hard jut Dev to say which cf those mauy
".prospects" will eventailly ho realized, one
apparci.tly having as good a chance as the
other et ibn present time, sa much depersde on
what may turn up le the future. It is the aid
story of the western towns over again, some
wlvin ai nd saine veill lore-the very uncertain
lottery of speculation. Nelsun just now op-
pears to ho in a hopeful mood anid conditions
are favorable for its glowvth into a con.
siderable tawn. It ls well on ie the3 race
for supremacy. The great danger to ho
fcarcd in that country is too much specu.
lation and too largo a rush for the prSrcut
devclopinent of the mines. It is ivelt enoligh
ta talk of tho great wealth of miner I., anid the
excellent prospects, but it moset foL ho for.
gotten that Kootenay le a quartz nîsuiing dis-
trict. iwhero minora cannot iiU a living ley
unaided efforts as in placer mnine-s. «J'iîey
depcnd upen cipital ta (uv lisp tisii clit.lîl',
antI as y 1 orsons acquainicil with the ct'.n'liiuii8
ut iiii-iug kuin tlhuit prr.gre3s ii ilf tlîu bl,,îv.uet
1possible chaincter, flint it %vill ti4ko at laaqt

twos yoars beforc, with gond speed, a mine ccc
ha gat in aperation. WVhet the mcanyr dis.
appointmoots acid deays are tcckcn ioto con-
Aideration and the expenso of compieticg
sinelters ani making roade tu the mines end ait
tIse meet et it that le not allowin toa mchl
Lime as the minimum. In other word it meane
somne coasiderable Lima before micing proper-
tics can be mide iahor-ernploying, oxcept 80
far as preliminary operatiocie are concernoed
and la the meantime a large population muet
ho sapportod, speculation speediiy ruasq up
ta tho limit cf values and beote the legitimato
business of îciiing le comcmenced the reaction
wilt have set je fraisa whjcls mîining activity iL.
self avilI flot enablo it ta recover for saime Lime.
0f course, tho building of road8, sinelters,
bouses and s0 on wilI give employinent tu large
numbers, but if the great dlanger ot feveritsh
speculation, iavùiving luas of capitci,depresaion
and tise other weil-known resuits, le ta ho
avoided thoso whose intercaLa are et stake
ehould set their faces againet inflizion and
fts stups as fer as possible ta wisely direct
the iufiaw of population.

J. a. BrocIt, Winippg, basi beec inj the
provinîce interesting capitaisite la the
p!opositioi% ta establish a locil boalrd o!
di cotera et the Great Western Lite Iesarance.
It je understood that a large amount of stock
has been euh cribed.

Fish are becoming more plentifîtl, salit.on e.
peeielly being oftercd et cheaper rates. Cod
ballaut and stargeon are plentitul. The sec.
ond car lot of !rcsth salmon bats been sent ta
New Yoi k, and this phase cf the selmoci indus-
try may grave ta proportions second ocily ta
saimnsi danning itseif. The steamer Iona bias
returned hein tise nonth wîth another cargo o!
halibut, '20,000 lbà lu al], wvhich is being sup-
ptii ta the local trado. Ilalibut properly
trcated can ho kt pt on ice for e mconth et Icet
ln gond condition. A lacal paper speaks of "a
shipîneîît of frozen salmon." That illustrates
a popular errer. Fish arc not frozen for expert
becauso frceziug epoile bath fish anid flavor.
Fish are parkcd ln boxes surraunded by tinely
bmoken ice. Tlîey do not tret ze, but are atm,
ply keptat a vcry Iow temperaturo.

At the Vanicouver board of trado a matter
was brought tsp cf soitaewhat serious
chiaractor. The report in a Victaria pa.
per avas huaded II Ilw setlers are
treated. Anû imigraut's dillisýulLy in
searcising for land." la order that the
fuill purliart of tho maLter may ho ctaderstood
the repaî t lu question, which 1e afair represcuta
tion of LI:2 case, is reproduccd tram tho 7'cic.
gram: -At, a meeting of the board et trae.

iaevening, J. Bl. Ker brought ta tho attention
of the hoard the case ret Rev. Mr. King, a
rctiraid Episcopti clergîisin. who llad offliated
in a pour peish li N'ew Y.,rk for sanie dime
past, but wiin. on itc:ottnt of paon hcai:h, bcd

bcei nîijs~lsIta ai du:i liii czalling, and id
tlvc.tl..si tu câîîîo ta titis dl-sti lu~t wich a view et
gain,-~ lite faîs N Ir. K'uî!'. lies tii,b4oro

1Lreltkiug tp lieij.î iine. York, wrote ta
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the ilprtmeut of the iciterior andl agriCullture
et O'ttawat for information conccrning thisa
piovince, and liad been informed that hacol
eccure suitable land ini tha railway belt nt $5
an scre, or couid purchase or pro ompt provin-
ciel lands on moet favorable terms. le ivas
aIea direotcd tu writo ta the immigration aRent
et Van.:ouver for furthcr particulars. WVhcn
ho arrived et Vaccuver ho found there
wero e tcgaversiment lande available ln this
Iocality, but vvas givon mape of the tipper
country by the îimigration agent, wvith what
woeo aaisi ta bo gousi fatiming lande marced, on
them, well loeated end openi for purchase at $5

oracre. Ile was aieas told that ho oould got
uOir particulars in regard ta these lande at the

gavernient offices et Vernon. Mr. King then
proccedee ta Vernon, svhero hie interviewed the
gaverneent agent, wha told him that the lande
markedo tho maps ho had hecît given by the
agent hero wero locaed on or nuir the suinmit

ùfa euow capped mouintain anme 30 o, 60 utiles
away. la repiy ta bis further eu<îuirica as ta
the passibility of purchaeing othor lande iu the
Okanagan district, M.r. King dlaims that ho
Waa lutormedi that thora ves noce ta ha bail,
that ail tho availa hie farming lande hadt bae
already purchsed."

Thore je no donbt about it that many of the
statementa publi-hod abroad apparently under
authority are misleading. Not intentionaiiy
or with knawledge of deception, but becaues
information is flot oxplicit enough as Wa the aue.
tuai conditions aed tho clasa of settlera requir.
esl, which accentuates the necessity of Il-itisli
Çjlumbia lîaving representatives in the eat
and in Great l3ritain who are thoroughly weil
infornied, and eût more dishur8ers af literature
--cncerning the trutlifuinesa of which tWey
are totaily incompotent ta express au opinion-
cnd snpplying sconventionai information which
le about as useful ta an immtîigrant as onu 1 ig ta
e table. This je not truc in every instance, but
there le a great deal of "rot" bath pro and con
circulated about thia province in a insianary
sort of way, poieting ta the necessity of botter
and more authoritative methode. This par.
ticnlar case of Mr. King, hawover, le flot
one cailing for much sympathy. WVht
ever inducements wero heid ont ta him
ta came tW Canada. ho was certaissly %volt
inlarmeil in Vancouver, as ta the character
be of the country in Okanagan, where ho coulcl
not have expected ta have obtaiued land et $3
an acre, land sucli as ho wanted. Mr. King
unfortunately belonge ta a clase of mcen who
fcncy they have rights te sipecial consideration,
and hecause ho was a clergymasn expected land
for nothing or at very law prices. Failingi ta
receivo that consideration hoe thought ta pose
as amartyr. This is a good couaî ry for ciergy.
men as a mile, but theros are flot mas;y instances
on record of tîseir dcaliu-g lalc estate et haif
rates.

An admirable move has been incdo by the
lire iasunance mea of British Colambis. Repre.
sentatives of the hoard of underwritera for the
different cit;es met at Vict,)ria lest weeik aud
organiz2d a povinciai association. Over tbirty
companies were represnted. It ivas arranges.
ta hold provincial meetings annuaiiy, for the
discussion of tapices of interest ta the businesa.
The election cf fir8t officers of tho B3ritishî
Côlumbia Uuderwriters' Association wvas thers
procecdcd with, tîto toliowing gentlemen being
cîsosen ta bear the honora o! office : President,
Richard Hali, Victoria ; first vice.prcsident,
11. T. Ceperley, Vancoutver ; second vice..
pre8ideat, G. H. Woôods, lVe8tiie.iter ; sucre.
tary.trcasurer, F. G. Richarda, jr., Vioant
exentivo committee : Messrs. Pienson, bl1
Keuzie and RZose, Westmiinster ; Grevcley, -3.
0. Richards and Bantielîl, Vancouver ; ansi
Nicholles, l Bigg and i Mateith, Victoria
Among the mnattera discunsed wasa a iforin
rate for the the provinica ousideofu the citite
aud also c uniformn acheocf rcportitig on ai
nideke Fectnis wires-a liewv source of uceast.
iieSa ta iusurance menu camne tip, aul tlie expert

1supervision o! the piccuing of ivirce %vas dibcues.
ed. Thle ina tur wis ltcft tu loca[ boardes tuo ut
upm i idependenty, Wustiuster aI.-eady hv.


