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THE CRITIC.

the chances of profit to tho other. Thoy putithe whole thing in a nutshell
by stating that tho provincinl fishermon aro forced to oke out a Loggarly
oxistonce which the meagro markets of tho Wost Indics almoat alone afford
them, just bocauso t-l}o doors of tho United States aro closed to them by the
forbidding high duties, And tho American morchant, when ho ocssays to
push a profitable trado on Canadinn soil in goods that Conadian people
really want, is mot with tho samo obstacle of high duties, If thoso restric-

tions were romoved, as they claim they ought to bo, both parties would be
: Lopefitted, for both would havo a paying markoet for their products. The
" intorest in tho matler is heightoned by the fact that the Presidoent in his
+ yecont mossage recommended tho appointment of a commission to seitle
" this and other questions of a like character, The Boston Chamber of Com-
. merco, tho most important business exchange in the city, passed rosolutions
" this wock favoring the appointment of such a commission, * both
for the scitlomoent of tho fishing rights, and for tho negotintion of
an equitablo treaty of reciprocity with the Dominionjof Canada and
with the Province of Newfoundland, to the ond that profitable relations
with our nearest neighbors may bo established,and for the goneral advantagoe
of the comwmercinl interests of the country.” It is a dry subjoct, perhaps,
to tho goneral public on its face, (if a wot industry like that involved can
bo allided to as a dry subject) ; but it is a vital and important question,

. novertheloss, and has soon to bo settled definitely ono way or anothor.

T, K. A,
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THE FRENCH FISHERY QUESTION (IN

NEWFOUNDLAND
No. I.

The quostion of the IFrench fishory rights in Nowfoundland, which, like
a sleoping voleano, breaks cut at times with occasional eruptions that soem
to menaco the peacoful rolations between Franco and England, is bus imper-
{ectly understood, not only by Canadians in general, but by the world at

arge. )

Despito tho overlasting sessions of thy various commissions which have
now boen for centuries sitting at Paris to settlo tho disputes of the French
fishery question in Nowfoundiaud, itfremaing the same ‘old story still—of
outrages committed by the war cruicers of Franco on British fishermen in
the DBritish waters and on the British soil of the Island of Nowfoundland,
and unless the annually aggressive elaims of the Fronch are not soon promptly
met by determined resistance, the mautter Lids fuir to suddenly evoke the
bloody arbitrament of war instead of the vinous indocisions of the com-
missions,

To such a length had “these outrages beon carried in the fow yoars pro-
ceoding 1875 that the question was boldly taken in hand by the council of
the Royal Colonial Tustitute in London, in conjunction with the government
of Nowfoundland, and thelwriterJwasYemployed to draw up a full roport on
tho subject.

This report, despite the romontrances of Lord Carnarvon, the then Colonial
Sccrotary, was first published and widely distributed in phamphlet form and
may naw be found in the “proceedings of the Royal Colonial Institute” for
1375-6; vol. VII, p. 6.

. The claims put forward by France upon the coast of Newfoundland, and
virtually onforced by her squadron there, may be resolved into two classes :

L

A claim to tho exclusive right of jisheryon that part of the coast oxtend-
ing from Cape St. John to Cape Ray,fa distance mcluding about one half of

the entiro coast of Nowfonndland, to_which the treaty of Pans (1763) only
gaveo her a concurrent right.

1L

A claim to prevent \he” British inhabitants of Nowfoundland from any
occupation of land, situated within such limits, for mining, agricultural or
other purposes ; in fact, a claim to virtual territorial soversignity of the saune.

From a strict investigation of tho wholoe quostion in regard to both theso
claiws, it appears from the report— .

1. That tho French havo only beon allowed certain rights of fishing in
the waters of Nowfoundland concurrently with_British subjects, and not to
tho gxclusﬁon of tho latter. )

2. That the French have only a right to occupy tomporarily [ positions
of the shoro for fishing and for drying fish, and thaI? theyp may yo::gupy no
more of the shore than is requisite for such purpose. nor for any time boyond
tho fishing season, the right of oceupation coasing at tho end of esch sonson.

3. That the concurrent right of.fishing was limited to thr, sea, at dis-
zr&c;_eshfrom the shoro, varying at differont poriods, for the purposa of taking

ish.

4. That British fishermon are not prohibited from using, nor have the
Fronch any exclusive right of using, any ongines or machines for taking fish.

3. That the Fronch have no right to take fish of any description in the
estuaries or rivers of Nowioundland, whother on the so callod “French shore”
or olsewhere,

8. Thatno judfcatory rights are conferred on tho Fronch by the Troatics,
and, therofore, the intarference exercised by their crusiors in disputes bolweon
subjects of the two nations is unjustifiable. .

7. That thero isjnothing in’any of the treaties to justify tho assortion
of a right to exclude British Jsubjects) fromZocoupying and sottling on that
part of the coast called the “Fronch shore” botweon Cape St. John and Capo
Ray.  Such a claiw, in fact,"affocts t1. sTsovereignity of Nowfoundland.

.1 propose in subsequent numbers to adduce some of the various authori-
ties, documontg, and treatios which confirm the above.

Miraxioxn.

{[For THE oniTic.]
RAMBLING NGIES IN BURMALL,
{(Continued.)

And now for luncheou. Wo botake ourssives to tho outor room, and
call loudly for the peon. 1lo comes at last, 1le is a Madragsee, aud a most
accomplished liar, but simplo and childlike in wmauner, and most anxious,
apparontly, to plesse. * What got for tiftin, Cor .ammah 7" Pigeon Eng-
lish comes naturally to uno in theso parts. * What mnstor pleaso,” is the
answor, ‘‘ Then lot us havo somo soup, a littlo tish, a bit of mutton, a curry,
and some frait.”  This in o mildly sarcastic tone. “No got soup, uo fisb,
no mutton got, sahib, eurry got.” * What ciiry, you old imposter?”
“ Moorgheo (fowl) got sar,” and off ho goos, to roturn with tho lately slain
horu of tho back yard, neatly hidden in a dish of well-boiled rice. And so,
to our curry ; and right good it is. You, whoso livers have never frizzled
under an Indian sun, know not what real good curry is like. Avaunt! the
stickoy, yellowish, clodderd mess, which lluropoan cooks would paim oft
upon us for such. Outs:do the Oriontal (commonly called the Banchuto)
Club, or that other Eastorn Caravanserai, {tota whosoe rain-beaten windows
many o jaundiced pbiz viows disconsolately, to curso the cold and dampness
i:f St, James' Square. the real curry is rare as charity, or & good mother-in-

aw,

Apropos, a yarn, I remombor, once, meoting on old friond, up in the
hills, in India, who, from having been a quiet, womz 2-dodging sort of a fol-
low—not a socioty wallah, by any means—had Inte: ; taken to froquenting
lawn-tonnis partics, handing chairs, brushicg up his Europe clothes and bis
back hair, and, in fact, was generally supposed to be on tho look out, inspite
of Punch's advice to the contrary, for a partuer with whom tesharo his bun-
galow, his bugay,and the three or four hundred mensunl rupees with which he
had hitherto managed to oke out his bacholor existence. Ile had, in short,
develuped that insane impulse which leads many & poor man to support
another man's daughter.

“ Hello { Brown,” said I, * whence this tall hat aud these toggoeries. Is
it true, as they suy, that you are on the lookout for a wife. I hopo.she'll
bo a good one.”

“Good wife bo blowed,” says ho, “ any fellow can pick up a good wife,
I'm on the look out for a good mother-in-law.”

But, to return to our mutlon, or rather our curries. Have you ever
tasted tho prawn curey of the Iast? Most fut and rich the prawns aro,
whon taken frum the streams in chulera ttme!  Ur the hot cabob, sandwiched
betweon green chillies?  Ov the savoury fish-curry of the Straits, with rice,
cach grain soparate and distinet, yot softly boiled?  And cocoanut chutney,
freshly made? And to crown ali, a puwdsied sprinkling of the famous
Bowbay duck? If not, I woull recommend an eastern trip, for these, if
nothing else.

The curry and rico discussed, wo give our atlention to a dish of fruit,
such as wo have not scon in Madms.  First comes the dorian or Jack fruit,
large as a pumpkin, and luscivus tu the taste, but of an odor so strong, pecu-
liar and abiding, that Ishould always profer partaking of 1t m a friond’s home
to my own. ‘This fruit, and the plum-like mangosteens which lie beside it,
cliim the Straits of Malacea fur their hume,  The late Burmeso monarch was
vory partial to the dorian, and vessels laden with it passed Rangoon en roufe
for Upper Burmah, often in tho season. One could identify tho cargo from
the smoll miles away upon the shoro. The mangosteon Vears, enclosed in a
purple pulp, a small, white kernal, which melts away hke the most delicious
ice-cream, or fundant in tho mouth. It is the wost delicate of all fruits.

‘Tho plantsin and custard apple and mangu are also both good and common-
in Burmah, and pine-apples aro as plenty as turmps in this country. Beef
and mutton are scarco and bad—heneo their abence from our fare to-day.
Sheop canuot live upon the ground. and o keep up a supply for the ¢ Hos-
pital,” wo had, later on, to feed and lodge them on that building.  Fish, we
understand, is much used by tho natives; vegetables also; but with hisspare
fish ho coneocts a villainous, ill-simelling compound called napce, made of
putrid fish, salt, and chillics,—and with these he flavors the 1nsipid soup of
rice which forms his usual diet. -

A cheroot—and Burman cheroo's are not to Lo despised,—a siesta in a
long arm-chair, precede our first stroll into tho streets of Rangoon.

Mark Twain told a newspaper reporter that ho was going abroad in order
to find a quiet placo to write whero he could not bo disturbed once a day.
1t is singular that it never occurred to him to remain at home and securc a
desk in a storo that doesn't advertiso.

“ Kuow him,” said Pat, speaking of an acquaintance ; * Bodad, I-knew
him‘when his father wss a small boy.”

With four motallic qualifications a man may foll pretty cortain of worldly

success. They are gold in his pocket, silver in his tungue, brass in his face,
and iron in his heart,

A milkman at tho nutop was seen,
Ono morning bright and early ;
He wore a sad and soleinn mien,
1lis hair was thick and curly.

A hill of disappointment fell
Upon his mauly soul s

He felt a grief no words could tell,
Across his spirit roll.

Why did he clutch his taugled hair,
And in wild accents cry? .
Why did he yield to deep despair;
Alas ! the pump was dry.

—London Figora,



