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THE BOTANICAL MYTHOLOGY OF THE HINDOOS.

At a recent meoting of tho Anthropological “ociety of Bomhay Dr.
Dymoke read a vory int-resting paper entitled, ** The Flowers of the Hindoo
Poots,” in tho course of which he raferrod to tho mythical conceptions which
havo gathered round treos and plants io the minds of the Hindoos. The
sncient Esstern poets saw in the troo a similitude with the heavens and
with the human form ; in the * Gilagovinda' a comparison is drawa botween
the clouds and the thick, dark folisge of the Tamala, These fancios gave
riso to the numerous pootical myths concerning the tree of life, of knowledgo,
of tho Amrita or Amhrosia, os well as those concerning cosmugonic and
anthropogonic trees. The Soma or Amrita is ropresented as the kiog of
plants, tho cternal essouco which conatantly sustains and reaows the life of
plauts aadl avimals ; it is the symbolical drinking of this eternal essence aa
& holy ‘ervmony to which constant allusion is made in the Vedas:—

“ \Vo've quafled the Soma bright,
And are imimnortal grown,

We'vo entered immortal light,

And all the gods have known, - Rigveda, viii.

‘The Amrita appoars in varions forms in stories aad legends. A fumous
poot s1ys that the drop (Svedavindu) which fell into the shell bocame a
pestl ; iu tho mouth of tho black snake it becams poison, and in the flower
of the plantain nectar. Sov-ral plants bear this name, and aro supposod to
bo ondued with an extra particle of th» oternal os=enco ; amoug others, the
Neem, on which accuunt the Hindoos, on their New Yoar's Day, cat the
lesves of this tree, upon tho suppositica that the Amrita contained in them
will insuro longevity. In Hindoo flower lore the large black bes (Buramara)
plays an important part; he is the inconsistent lover, who delights in
gathering sweots from every flower. The queen of Indian flowers is tho lotus.
Tho Hiuduo compares th- nowly created world to a lotus flower floating upon
tho waters, and it thus becomes symbolical of spontaneous generatiou.

The golden lotus of Brahminic and Buddhistic mythology is the sub,
which floats in tho waters which are above the firmament, like an carthly
lotus in tho doep biuo stream below. From it distls the Awmrira, the first
manifestation of Vishnu Brahma and Buddba (the suprame intolligence)
were born of this heavenly lotus. Lskshmi, the Indian Venus, is represented
sitting up this flower. Tho Hindoos see in the form of the lotus the
mysterious symbol Svastika. The allusions to thi« flrwer by Indian paets
are innumerable. No praiza is too extravagaut for it ; it is the chasie flower,
and 1ts various synonymes are bestowed as names upon women The red
lutus is said by tho puets to bo died with the blood of Siva that flowed from
tho waund made by the arrsw of Kamy, the Indiin Cupid. Tho ficoof a
beautiful woman is compured by the poets 10 a lotus blossom, the oyes to
lotus buds, and the arws to lstus filaments. The bee is roprescnted as
enamored of tho lotus. Although a humble little flowor, the Tulasi is
almost =5 great a favorito as tho lotus ; it is addressed 1o the goddess Sri or
Venus. The hoart of Vishuu is said to tremble with rage if 2 braueh of his
beloved is ipjured. The plant must bo gathered ouly for medicinsl or
religious purpuses. such as the worship of Vishou or Krishna, or the wife
of Siva. Itisakind of awrita, symbolical of the oternal essenco; it pro-
tects the worzhippers and gives children to women. The plant is often
worshipped as a domostic deitr, and its braaches are placed on the brossts of
the dead.  The Champa is chiefly celobrated for its ovorpoweringly sweat odor
and g-lden coler; so stroug i3 its porfume that the poets afficm that beos
will not extract boney from it; but they comsolo it for this neglect by
dedicating it to Krishna, who loves gatlands of yellow flowers as becoming
to his dark complexion.

One of tho gioatest favoritiss of the poots is the Asoka; its flowers,
which aro yellow when they first open, gradually change to red. In Murch
and April it is in its glory, and at pight perfumes tho air with its delicate
odor. The treo is tho kul or authropogonic tree of the Vaispa caste, who
call it Asupala.

Tho Kadamba (Anthocephalus cadambs) is sacred to Kali or Parvati, the
consort of Siva; it has many synonymes, such as * Protecting Children,”
« Desr to Agriculturists,” etc. It blossoms at the ond of the hot sesson,
and its bigh-scented flowers form a globular orange-colored head, from which
the white-clubbed stigmas project. The flowors are fabled to impregnate with
their honey the water which collects in holes in the trunk of the tree.

In Dothi tho goldsmiths aro fond of imitating tho flowers. The well-
known prickly gold beads so often seen in Delhi jewellery aro moant for
kedamba flowurs. In this part of India tho Marsthas will not gather the
flawers for profans purposes, as it is their anthropogonic tree.  Tho Kadamba
Rajas claim their descent from it, as recorded in the following legend :—
« After the destruction of the demon Tripura, a drop of porspiration fell
from tho head of Isvara into 3 hollow of a kadsmba tree, and assumed the
form of a man with throe ayes and four arms. Ho becamo the founder of
Vanavasi or Tayantipur.! There aro other versioms of the story, butall
agres in ¢'uncc ing the origia of the fumily with this tree, a branch of which
is necessary 10 request the Kai at a Marathi marriago coremony.
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