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* The Kaslern Chronicle in a receunt is<us says some very unkind things
-sbout Tue Critic and its managers, but 3 cep cocl, deer boy, and do not get
€10s3 over 2 _little lesson in geography. We appreciate your stupidity 2nd
your want of succesy, ant sympathize with you in your remarkable abtuse
ness, but hammer away, and svmo day you may do something.  Mgeantime

1zarn 1o distinguish between sbu-c¢ and argument. .

=1 A correspondent of the Toronto Glube strikes the sight vail on the head
# sugaesting that ladies should boycatt shops where the saleswomen are not

" provided with seats or_are otherwise jiltreated.  Riesolute action on the
part of customiers would soon effect a change in tho treatment of female
employecs, who, no matter how weary they may be, are in soms shops never
allowed to sit down, whether customers ave present or not.

A few days eince the Morning IHerald contained some very sensible
remarks as 10 the customary way of disposing of ashes and refuse matter iz
Halfax. A residentof the south end said recently that tho noxious fumes
from these deposits were enough to breed a plague, but the City Fathers do

.. mot live about therc, otherwise a proper recepracle for such rubbish would
52000 be provided. Another nuisance which appears to be growing is the
Jggouling of the air by escaping gas It is small wonder that gas lights are
expensive luxury if the consume:s have to pay for gasifying the air for
f hall mile 1n every direction from the gasometer.

A lady and geotleman, who arc engaged to be married, recontly took an
gveceing walk in the Mountain Park, Montreal, and while there, thioking

pemselves unobserved, they permittod themselves 2 momentary expressioa
their segard, in other words he kisszd her.  For this offence they were
Jounced upon by a gusrdian of the public morals, by whom they were taken
the police slation, and in the morning were hauled before the magistrate.
¢ oppottupity for inculcating a proper sznsc of the clernal fitness of
gRings was not to be lost, and a fine of Sz25 was inflicted on the maw, while
@B gir), in virtae of the weakness of her sex, was let off on the payment
S1o. This should insure their future good bohaviour in public
ces.  But o bring the lesson nearer home. Would such an act in Point
casant Park bo considered sufficient cause for amrest? In view of this
atiagency, spoony couples had better beware.

Organized labor has done much to improve the warking men, and who
will deay that the condition of these men is not far better than the
state of things that existed a quarter of a century since. The daily toiler
needs rest, needs recreation, needs opportunities for solf improvement, which
long hours and poor wages can never place within his reach, but with
shortened hours of labors and fair wages he is enabled to live like a man,
and enjoy a share of the blessings which heretofore have been the monopoly
of the rich. Some day the people will awaken 0 the fiact that even the
present distribution of wealth 13 not based on the idea of even-handed
justice, but let the march of reform move forward on its present lines. We
are too civilized for revolutionary metheds.

At the postal jubilee celebration the staff on duty at the Central
Telegraph Office, Loudon, England, numbering upwards of four hundred,
were assembled in the contral gallery awaiting the signal for cheering the
Queen, which was to be reccived from their postil jubilee celebration at
Svuth Kensinglon. The signal was duly received, but when the superin-
teodent called for three cheers for the Queen, afier a fev moments silence,
the whole staff burst into groans  Agrin, when cheers were called for by
the Postmaster-General, groaning and booing only were heard. Tt was
afterwards explained that the men had no feeling of disloyalty to the Queen,
but that they refused to cheer on account of the treatment they are receiv-
ing from the head of the department. Cheering to order, however, is
never very cffective.

Who, when gaziag on the Venus of Milo, has not wished to see the lust
aruis 1estored, and wondered haw they were placed. The question has been an
absotbing one to all w0 take an interest in art. It ic stzied that M.
Raviasson, an ex conscrvator «f the Louvre, has solved th: problem. Ina
tlaster eroup which he his done, .nd which i3 now on view in the corridor
of the finearts section of the justitute, the Venus stands with her left hand
iying hizhtly onthe shoulder of Mars, and the rizht almost touching his
breast  The atiitude is almost that of a young lady about 10 dance a polka
before the arm of her partuer encircles her waist and he clasps her right
hand in his.  Mars, huwever, is evidently not in a dancing moad. Heis
weariog 2 helmet, and grasps a short sword in one hand, while his shield is
hung on his left arm.  The auitude of the goddess is so graceful as to
soften her whole aspect, and to divest her face of that severity which made
the hate M. Eugene Pellatan speak of her as * a lovely virago.”

If people go ou waking discoveries and inventions at the present rate,
doubtless the philosopher's stone wil come to light before the century is
out. The aame of the latest reported invention is the electro-phonoscope,
which, it is ciaimed, w1t solve the question of ¢ visual telegraphy.” The
sender of 2 message from a distant station appears in person before his
correspandeat, and with 1 tzlephoue i 15 possible not only t0 speak to him
but also to see him and watch the expression of his features. This would
preve pleasant in some cascs, and perhaps coavenient 103, but sometimes
it would beotherwise.  Imagine the family dnctor, aroused from his peacefal
slombers, going to the telephone or the ** clectru phonoscope  in his night-
shirt, and finding onc of his most charming young lady patients reflected there.
The family doctor would certainly prefer the old kind. The expreasion of
the faces of two people talking throuzh the telephone when neither can
hear the other, and * central” keeps threaiening 10 cut off the connection,
would also be better unse n But perhaps the clectro phonoscope has a
mission to fulfil that will outweign all minor objections.

Ths “ cight hour system" is makiag its way in many lines of labor, snd
cannot be regarded otherwise than as a blessing. It 1s, however, impossible
for all men to knock off work when they have finished their eight hours of
labor. DPostmaster-General Wanamaker has been inguiring into the state of
affvirs in the post offices of the United States, with the result that an effort is
to ba made to adjust the salanies with greater fairness, increaso the staff,
and fix the hours of work for cach cmployee at cight hours. This is going
to be a good thing for postal clerks and ofiicials, and it would be well i the
movement could prevail in many other cmployments whete a day's work
often means from len to fifteen hours.  An amusing letter from a visitor in
Washington, recenlly read in Boston, stated that thie writer had met a
senator from Whic south who was anxious to introduce the oight hour system
into the navy.  Ore of his ideas was, that puactually at six o'clock every
cvening all work should be stopped and the shp hitched up somewheres, as
he clegantly oxpsessed it.  Whether he was x humorist or not, deponent
saycth no., but the idea would not be ikely to gun many adherents in the
halls of Congress. Sailors, like editors, are among those whose day’s work
must be regulated by circumstances.



