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MINING.

To the Editor of the Critic :—

I am glad to soo that your editorial rewarks of somo lime ago have had

the effect of drawing out so much information regarding the deop mining

outlook, The wijvoers generally ought to be grateful to your paper for

icteresting itzelf in the yuestion.

Tho matter, in my opioion, is ono of the gravest consoquences to the

future of cur Province, snd if you could only succoed in gotting thoso

intorested in mining to seo that from a selfish point of view it would pay

overy mino owaor to become alive on this subject, [ am confident that your
efforls would be better appreciated. Why they don't awako I fuil to see.
It must be apparent to every thinking miner thar. first is tho placer, next the
surface or shallow lead, and noxt failure, if thore is not to be found the
sccond strike after the first is gone through ; while, on the other hand, the
deap wining, if started, forms the permwanent, and becomes tho substantial
industry. .

1 am sure it would tako vory little to test the thivg practicaily, and 1f
the half of what Mr. Wilson said should be realized, any cowpany under-
taking it would be rewarded.

As it occurs Lo me it is the duty of tho Governmeont to offer to aid any
who aro willing to solve the problem, and to give them excoptional induce-
ments.  If they would only dosoe, I believe n company could bo formed
that would risk tho test. Kvery mino and mino-owner should be glad of a
chance to take stock in any such venture; and I am certsin some of our
people can be found with enough patriotism to vonture a fow dollars
towards the possibility of giving unlimited omployment and receiving
increased royalties.

It scems to me that represontations ought to bo made to the Govornment
and a company organized 10 receive apy concessions from themw, eud to
prove the existence of a second streak.

Yours truly, PROSPECTOR.
! y

Hugh R. Fletcher, of the Geological Survey, was in town this wecek.

o is preparing a new map of tho Pictou Coal Ficldsy and is extonding it so
as to take in Cuwiberland County.

The genial cashier of the Mines Offico has been kept smiling during the
week by the unusually large amcunt of money which has veen paid iu for
liconses to search for coal in Capo Droton.

The following additional returns for October have been teceived at the
Mines Office :—

District. Mill,

Tons Crushed. Ozs. Gold.
Renfrew ........ eresestrsaeiinenes Empress.eee.s ceeees cvones 130 118
Contral Rawdon...c..... ..... ...Gould Northup ......... *105 106
) €157 . SR McGuire.ceceranane neen 172 254
B (B T O g 1T ST 28 28
O1dham .oeevenviinenens crvennans Oldham G. Co.'s......... 172" 143
*90 tons of this were surface soil. .

MiseRaLs 1x Caxapa.—r. Eugeno Coslo recently published a report on
the mineral productivn of Canada, to wrnich wo made brief reforeuce, but to
which wa aro now euabled to wake more leugthened allusion. According to
his calculations of tho increase in the cual output, tho increese last year over
the previous ono was 266,475 tons, while the totil was 2,368,890 tons, againsi

only 1,036,863 tons in 1877, ar increase in the ten years of 1,332,0:8 tons.
[ho figures aro asfollows:—  °

187, - 1857.
‘Fons, Tonn,
NOvASCOLIR vve cere vaecenns seoenncecnaans 852,863 1,871.338
British Columbia .ceeeeee vt veene eeeee 154,000 413,360
North-West...... © e reeeeresesenaenne nothing 73,152
Grond Lakoeeicereccneees ceveeecerenes oo » 10,441
Totaleeeeies cevnnverinrenennnns eeene 1,036,863 2,368,891

In gold thero has been a decrease sincoe tho mining boom of 1864 i
British Columbia. The total value last yoar was $1,178,637, of which 3693,
709 came from British Columbia and §413,631 from Nova Scotia. Of iron
last yoar, 1887, Nova Scotia produced three times as much as ton years aga
Thn total output was worth §1,087,728—876.181 froin Nova Scotin, $36,21¢
from Ontario, §26.803 from Quebee, and &56 90 finmn DBritish Columbiv
Amongst other producte, bricks represented $986,.689 with places to heu
from , petroloum 8595,868 ; building stono ;$552,267 ; lime, $394,959 ; silver,
2349,330 ; phosphates, 8319.815 and copper §312,346 Tho total valuoe df
Caunada’s minoral products last yesr was $15,000,000, of which ahout one

thud or §4,669,365 was exported, tho remainder boing consumed in il
Dominion.

Tho rewains of Caplain Archibald arrived on the steamer Nova Sevliat
yestorday. The funeral will Lo beld at Truro to-day. It is generals

acknowledged that by Captain Ned's death the mining community ha
sustained @ sovero loss.

Mr. Gregg, vf Doston, manager of tho Lastern Devolopmont Co., has jo
returned from a visit to the Coxheath Copper mine, uear Sydnoy, C. B, 1t
brought frum the mine to tuis city soveral hundred woight of copper o)
which is now on exhibition b tho Mines Offica It is in the form ¢
coppor ‘pyrites andeome of tho samples aro almost pure orc and must contsi:

a heavy porcentegoe of copper.




