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by an insatiable desire te, be thouglit te
l>osées a distinct national tene in every-

thnand they have not been gifted witli
tý rignity or patience te wait till a national

4tnational sports, and national customs
4lYO grown witli the growth of the commen-
%~alth, and become gradually endeared by
1011g association~s of the national mi. The
l'e8ult is a ludicrous haste te adopt semoe-
thiug, ne matter wliat, se it be different
f1ýOI1i anything European, especially from
44Ything Znglish. The aspiration is in
t8elf a very respectable one, but it would

4era tliat the national invention, being un-
%iual te seme of these requirements, lias
after all been fain te put up witli and adopt
'oPios of Eurepean ideas net always selected
'leth the happi.st judgment. Thus the.
411lerican patriot-spurning the Engliali
8%e of cricket, partly, ne doubt, because it
'# ICiglisli, but also perliaps because it lu.
1#0h1oe tee quiet and regular a discipline te
suit the peculiarloose and unrestrained tene
Of the American mind-takes refuge in

*0A real original national game? Nol
ý'the eld English schoolboy game of

toluuders, whicli le calîs base-ball, and
418ifis with the title of hi% "national

Now, it is ne discredit te America that alie
dOsnet possess mucli that can be called

te4ly national, oxcept lier brag, beyend the
fjb85rvance of Tlianksgiving day and the
4th of July. There was little enough that
00tld be called national in "«mornie Eng.

for a liundred years after the Norman
tOlquest; doubtless little onougli in Rome

loa still longer period after Romulus
4%tàered lis brigands tegether: and Âme-
t"<a is net likely te settle down te a strictly
4tiOnal tene sooner than any other nation
t4euly formed by tlie agglomeration of
'%uPa from ail parts of the werld; a spe.
'ý" of growtli, moreover, of whicli she la
1Yel'haps a more conspicueus example, as te
the quality of lier heterogeneous accessions

UfPopulation, than any other power in the
oIbid itlier ancient or modern.,

'leoebject of this digression from the sub-
'tof light literature is, perliaps, net very

>Prn.It lias, however, this end: there
18 awant of reliance on the power of the

11tiort te assert itself in due time by the
l>MOuction of a national game or a national
style of wit (whicli latter, in fac t i las,
though as yet somewliat of the coarsest),

lias reduced the Americans in botl
OSte a servile copylsm. And this lack

'i tational self-confidence is analogous te
thtwhichl eads Canadian journaliste te
OPnthoir pages te American ideas ratlier
te t trust te, native talent, or aven te

b trwfrom the far clearer and more
%bt'Ilfant sources of Engliali secondary lite-
I'stnte. This want ef national self-assertion
la ! Oreover., entirely unjustifiable in Cana-

<I)oS 8- lven in the comparatively unim-

hmtnt 'natter of a national gamo, Canada
teadvantage cf possesaing one (La.

fftË VQ:ÈmqTÈEÉ EIIEW. i

crosse) which may really dlaim the attribute
of nationality; and the imprevement no.

iticed by the VOLUNTEER REVIEW in the style
and matter of the .Yew Dominion Monthly is
alono sufficient guarantee that our journal-
int8 have not so, far te, seek for wliolesoine
pabulum te administer to their clients that
they need be under obligation to inferier
American writers or their stili Iower imni-
tators. If we seek for the reason why our
railway cars are flooded with American
papers and American cheap novels; if we
seek for a reason why our journalists,
haying butter and honey at command,
perversely and persistently choose the evil
and reject the good, we are at a bass to dis.
cove'r any more potent than the simple faot
of the unfortunate propinquity of an o-ver-
flowing foreign penny-a-lino literature,
acting on laziness and bad taste.

There can b. ne deep sympathy on the
part of Canadians with the details of Âme-
rican sooiety; for tbe domestic life of
Canada is not the domemtic lîfe of the States.
Our manners, habits, custems, tone of mind,
are se essentially differont that we have
known prosperous Canadians of the rough-
est stamp and of the most active energy
sicken for the repose of home amidst the

1whirl and turmoil witli which the furious
worship, of the alxniglity dollar is solemanized
acros the lakes. In sober trutlitliere is
little in the tons of American seciety or
literature whicli Canada should seek to copy
or adopt; much, rather, in which she stands
superier te the States. If we lack some of
the enterprise which characterizes our
neiglibours, we cultivate botter what is far
more essential to reasonable liappiness-
domestic ties and attacliments. Without
asserting extreme national morality, we
have at least a national pride strong enougli

>te preserve us fromn unlioly hankerings after
repudiation, and we are not sunk to the
deptli of social infamny indicated by the five
tliousand divorces per annum which dis-
graco the laws and the courts of Indiana.

Nover did nation possess fairer or more
honorable record te start from. Public
lionesty, public morality, public education,
ahl of a higli stamp. Warfare in whicli,
while yet in her infancy, she lias defended
lier territory with unblemislied honor and
distinguished success. Wliat romains te
consolidate a proud nationality of feeling-
but that the press sliould emancipate itself
from all unworthy imitations of paltry and
meretricions examples, and rightly perform
its legitimate function of elevating tlie
taste of the people by drawing its ligliter
inspirations from a purer and a higlier
source? G. W.

THs CHAMPION MODAL.-Thie flring for the
champion gold modal of the Victoria Cadets,
presented te that corps by 1I. B. Taylor, Esq.,
proprietor of the Oitawa alizen, camue off
yosterday at the Rideau Rifle Range, at one
o'clock ini the afternoon. The day was beau.
tifully fine, thougli a littie gusty at tizues.

The flring wus at 100, 200 and 300 yards,
and, considering that it was the first day's
practice for the young marksmen tuis year,
the scores were very good. The lionor of
wearing the champion badge of the corps for
the coming year foîl te, Master John McCrac-
ken for a score of 27 p oints out of a possible
40, and moyen points leas than that by which
Master Charles Robertson won it last season.
Lieut. Col. Wily offered for the occasion a
second premium of twenty rounds of am-
munition for the boy making the second
higliest score, which was won by Master
Gerald Bate for 24 pointa. The following i.
a list cf the competiters, witli tomr scores
in detail:

Chas. Robertson..
G. Bate,.............
R. Berry...........
J. Ogilvie .. ......
J. Langrl .........
W. Sweetman.......
J. Cawtliry.........
W . Proud..........
B. Monck..........
G. Mondelet .........
J. MoCracken .......
James McCracken ..

100.
2333
2333
0000
2203
0222
4243
2222
2203
o22
2222
4423
2223

200.
223
033
000
222
323
220
020
000
000
000
303
023

300. T'1.
000. .18
304. .24
000.O
020..15
000.-14
000..-17
000- 10
003..10
000.. 7
000..- 8
422.. 27
200. .16

The flring being concluded, Mr. Tliorburn,
the Principal of the Sehool, came ferward
and pinned it on the winner's brest, con-
gratulating him on his sucesa and expres-
sing a hoe that tloae wlo had been defeated
this season would try al the harder toý.pl1
Up the next. The boys- thon gave he.
hearty cheers for the victor, and three for the
donor of the modal, after which tlieydisper-
sed. The squsd during the deG was under
the comman of Mr. b!cMillan, who acts as
Captain cf the Corps.- Ottawa (Mizen.

Tiaa CuRiRIR MESDL.-WG underst.and that
the competition for the Currier Modal bo-
tween the Victeria and Ottawa Cadet Corps
will take place in the course of a few days.
The Modal is one pnesented by our city ne-
presentative, J. M. Currier, Esq. M P- for
compotition betw.en these two dadet C«orps
annually, until it shail be won twe years In
succession by one of thora, wlien it becomes
the preperty of the Corps. At present it in
in the hands of the Victoria'. liaving been
won by thoeralast.-IbiI.

FROxmm'u FRON'.-Wo are glad te hear
from Prescott that our City Volunteers now
on duty there have got fairly inte their can-
vas quartera and àre perfectly conifertablo
and well satinfled witli tbe arrangements
made for thorm. We trust the oiglit days at
"tlie front" will be botli pteasurable and
profitable te thorm, and wo are sure that the
higliclaracter, borne by the Brigade of Ar-
tiller y, for good conduct and attention te
duty, will be full.y iaintained by thorm on
the present occasion. Their officera, w.
know, alwaym display tue greatest inteneat
in thoir Batteries and will negbeot nothing
whicli will conduce te the credit or comfort
of the mon undor their com»md.-Ibid.

Âdvices from Maseatlan, Mexico, state
that Loszardo lad sent a contemptueus
reply te the demand of the goneral Govrn.
ment te annul hlm hate odictu, and wau hlm-
self Ereparing for war, altlough it is behieved
the Governmaent dare net attack hini.

Thp, Herald's Washington sipecial slays the
Government seoa te have a groat deal of
trouble te get nid of Surratt. It is now
stated that mn a day or twe Surratt will b.
dischargod altogether, tleugl iti may turn
out that lie will net suifer hiaelf to b. dis-
clargod witlout thc luxury of anothor trial,
and tie Govennmnent May yot have te pay
hlma a good round uuzu.


