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Colonel, in which caso thoy are cxempt from
oxamination, Military socrotarios, assia-
tant military gecrotaries and aidos -do-camp,
who, ag forming tho personal staff of a
Genornl officer, aroaclocted by the General
himsolf, aro likowiso appointed without a
provious oducation at tho Staff Colloge.
Military secrotarics aro not oxamined onap
pointment ; assistant military sccretaries
and nides-de camp aro required to pass n
qualilying examination."”

It is to bo remarked that bolween the
timg of the formation of the Collego and the
issuo of this roport, tho neaessary poriod of
Eorvico preliminary to competition for en
tranco to tho Collogo had been extonded
from three to fivo years. .

After & most minute and exbiaustive in-
vesligation, the Commiseioners cameo to the
conolusion that although as tho Collogo was
originally organized it was thought likely to
becomo an institution to which the ablest
men in {he Army would resort, it would ap*
pear thnt these expectations had uot been
fulfilled ; and thoir Roport stated, in no un’
cortain voico, that the cause which scemed
to doter many of the best officers from un*
dortaking the StaffCollego courso appeared
tobo ‘‘ihnt the fact of having obinined a
Staff Collego certificate does not epenupa
sufficiently cerlain prospect of Staft employ-
ment to compensate for the soclusion and
apmlication implied in two yearaof upinter.
rup'ed study, exclusive of the seyere pro
paration roquired {o pass the original en-
trancoexamination.” Asa remedy for this
uneatishetory condition of affairs, the Com-
misaioners recommended that * it should be
explicitly 'aid down that, except ander cer-
tain special circumslances, no appointment
on the Genenl Staffis to bo held by any but
thoso who havo passed the Staff College ex
amigations ; anl that in addition toall Gen.
cral’ Staff’ appontments those of Military
Secretary and Assistant Military Scorelary
should, with simlar excoptions, be held
only by officers pusscssing o Staff Collego
certificato.”” At the same timo the Com-
mission recommended that the course at tho
Collego should be made more practical and
less theoretical than it hal hitherto been,
and that & Stsff Collego certificato shiould
bo placed within the reach of any oflicer
who could pus the Staff Collegs cxemina-
tion, evén though he should not kave gane
through tho res:dential course at tag Col-
lege. Guarantecs were also adopled to pre-
rent mere bookicorms from entering the College,
and great stress was laid upon the necessily of
candidales for the College being good horse-
men.  The latler recommendations were acled
upory the course of study at the College 1was
wmade eminently practical, and Colonel Ham-
Iy, a soldier hardly more distinguished in
literature and military scicnce than tn the hunt-
ing field, was placed at ihe head of the esla
Ulishment as independent Commandant in the
summer of 1870,

It would have thus appeared that theres
after no possible resson could remain for
not carrying ount in their integrity the ro
commendations of the Royal Commission—
that no appointment on the General Staff is
to bo beld by any but thosowho hiave pass-
ed tho Staff Colloge examination, aud that
in addition {0 all General Staff appointmenis
those of Military Secretary and Assistant
Military Secrotery should bo held oaly by
officcra possessing & Staff Collego certificater
Nor does it appear that spy valid reason
did exist. But tho memory of the Crimea is
now rapidly fading away. Tho idea of our
being engaged in war is Iess and less vividly
brought boforoour minds. It is often moro
pleasanl,; a8 long as actual service is not

imminent, for & General Officor to have a
nepliow or son or son inlawon his Staff than
a Stoff Collego graduate whom ho has never
before met. This iy Lut human ; and whon
tho Iatest cdition of the Quoen s Regula-
tions was issued, in the Spring of lest year,
it was suddenly found that a coup d'clat ha
been effestad by tho UHorso Guards. Instead
of tho recommendation of the Royal Commis-
sion Loing carried out, the oflicera who had
paseed tho Staff Collogo found that somo of
tho sppointments which had proviously
been reserved for thom liad boen takon
awny. All tho posts in tho department of
tho Adjutant-Gzneral and Quartermastor
Goneral Lad formorly been reserved for tho
graduates of the Staft Collego ; but by the
new reguletions tho superior posts in these
departments were thrown opon to direct ap-
pointments, only the iuferior posts bein%
guaranteed solely to officers who held Staf
Collego cerlificotes Evon this guaranteo
appears L0 be, however, of but little ayail,
a3 one of the most important of tho very
appoiniments promised to the Staff College
by the Queen’s Rogulations issued Iast year
has wilhin tho last few wecks been given to
an officer who has never been to the Staff
Colloge and bas not even been upon active
sorvice. In this matter tho publicare much
interested. A large sum of public monocy
has been spent in building the Staff Gollege,
and a_considerable amount is annually ro-
quired to pay the professors and instructors.
Comuissions and Committees have over
and over agsin reported that an excellent
roturn would be made for the oxpenditure
if able and energetic officors could beo in
duced Lo go through the College course, and
the best moans to lead such men to doso is
by insisting upon overy officer appointed to
tho Staff holding a Staff Collogo certificato.
Those wko aro sufliciently instructed not to
require o residenceat the College aro ablo to
pass the fnal examination, and thus with-
out delay obtaina cortificate. As was proy-
ed, howevor during the poriod antecedent
to the Crimoan War, aslong as officors have
tho idea that Staff appointents can bo ob
toincd, through personal acqusintance or
relationship, by ofticers who havo not pas*
sed tho Collego examination, promisieg offi
cers may considerit time thrown away to
qualify for the Staff appointments which
mey never be bostowed upon them. On
tho other hand if it is onoe clearly under
stood that to pass tho Coilege examination
18 tho only door to the Staff, many good
men will undergo the examination who
might naturally decline to doso if that ex-
amination leads to no advantago, Nor is
s without importanco to the country, for,
however good a regimontal offiser may be,
he must be all the better asa Staff officer
for having some practical knowledgo of the
higher Lranches of iis profession. Ho cer
. fainly could not be wored, and it has been
indubitably proved fo tho satisfaction of
numerous Commissions, and by the espe-
rienco of facts, that men will not go through
a-severo course of education unless they
bave 8 fair prospect of some consequential
reward. The experienco war led to tho es-
tablishment of the Senior Depariment, the
oxperienco of war caused the formation of
tho Staff College. ‘Tho negleot to oemploy
ofticers of the Senior Departoiont in peace
caused the oxtimchton of that Joparimicud.
The same causo at present seriously tbreat.
ens tho ntility of the Staff College,
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The Government have decided {0 dredge
the Deep Cut, to facilitate the means of

reaching the Agriculiural Show grouuds, at
the forthcoming Provinciat Exhibition.

CORRESPONDENCE. T

—————

The Rlitor dosg not Niald Limself yesponsible for
tudividunl expretelo 1 ¢ opin,o s in communts
cations adidreosed 19 e VOLUNTEER REVIEW

(FROM AN OCOASIONAL CORRESPONDENT)
Nilttary District No. Gedth Brigade.

Two Ballalions of this Brigada terminated
theoir annual drill on the 20th inst,, at their
respoctive HeadQuarters, Johelte Battalion
at Joliette, undor command of Major Shep.
pard; Three Rivers Batt. at Reviero du
Loup Enbaut, under Msjor Lamberts—both
oamps being under the supervision of I.t.
Col. Uanson, Majar of Brigade,

Lt. Col. Harwoond, D. A. Goeneral of tho
District, inspected Loth ‘battalions on tho
17th and 19th isst,, and expressed himself
highly pleased with thie progress made, ‘Tho
companics woro up to their full quota, and
the dutics of camp Lile clieerfully performod,

No spirituous liquois wero allowed in tho
camps—itne men wero orderly, and at the
tormination of the camps the defaultor's
sheot was handod in free of names.

Quito a number of the clite of both towns
wero present at the inspections—among the
humber tho Members of Parliamont—show.
ing by their prosonce tho interest taken by
them in tho Activo Iorco of tho country,
Major Brohaut, District Paymoaster, paid off
tho Battalions provious to their leaving
camp, and the men roturned to their soveral
company Head Quartors singing (as is pro-
verbial with them) the old fumitinr Canadian
boat songs.

Hanrax, 17th June, 1873,

To the Flilor of the VoLustiar Revigw.,

Dear Sir,~TYast evening Lt,-Col. Sawyer,
Brigade Major, inspectad tie four city bat-
terics of tho 2od Halifrx Brigado Qarrison
Artillery, which musterel ia unusual
strengih, viz. Tep officers, nine sergeants,
‘anl sixty rank anld file. After iospection

the Brigade Major in & noat speoch, com-
plimented Cul, >.cPberson on tho cleanly
appearanco 23 well as remarkablo staturo of
some of the mea under bis command, This
Brigado has Jately beon supplied with new
busbies, which groatly add toits warlike ap.
pearance. It wassupposed that tho Ifonor.
ablo Minister of Mulitia would bo presont at
this inspoction, but ho prefers to soe tho
whole of thocity forco together in & brigado
fiold day, which is expected to tako placo in
a fow days, when it is Lo be hoped that not
a man will bo absent of the fivo hundred and
fifty who compose the whols of the Militia
in tho city brigade.
Cxrera. Deseyt.

Wo havo received from Major D.J. Fraser,
Treasurer of Provincs of Qaobes Rifla Asso
ciation, the Programwia for the seveath an-
nual prizo mecting of tho Association to be
hold ut Point St. Charles Ranges, Montresi,
on ucsday 10th August,and following days.
The prizes offered in the saveral competi-
tions are vory liberal. Comprising in all
eomo $2,300 bLosides tho usual cups. Any
ong Wy LoT0n3o » memuer of £, of Q. K. A.
on payment of $2.uJ, Associations aflifiating
with P, of Q.R. A, are ontitled fo twonty
members’ tickels on paymont of $10, procid:
¢d tho names of the members are reported
at the commiencemont of the meating, AfG-
lialed Associstions will bo charged 25 per
cont, extra if fee be not paid bafore the 7th
of August.




