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licanism, will stultify his better judgment s
by giving th(: glightest countenance Vo such t
a party, or Vo any one who does net repudi-i
ate it fromn beginning te end. The preser-
vation of our young natioftality, and the as-I
sistence which. wc expeet froîri the mother
country, tlemand this much from every truc
British Canadian.

THE INDIAN WAR IN THE U. S.

WE believe we would not bo speaking just-
ly cf a brave and generous body cf men, if
wc werc Vo say anything dlerogatory Vo the
charactcr of the soidiers of the regular army
of the UJnited States. In the bloody civil
war agailinst the South thcy for the must part
comported themselvcs gallantly, giving and
receiving liard biows in battie, without a
thought of wreaking a mean vengeance for
victories fairly won against themn, whencvcr
the filid turned in their favor, and they
found their courageous and devoted oppo-

nents at their niercy. It was oniy wvhen un-
professional. officers, who knew as little cf

war as they did of honor and com-mon hiu-
m uîity, like best Butler, wieldedtl nre-.tric-

tedl power over rogulars and voluniteers, that
we heard of tleeds whose attrocity caused a
thrill cf hiorror and disgust, or made the
cheek cf soldier and civilian alike te tingle
with shame. Taking it for granted then that
the professionai soldier cf the United States,
with few exceptions, have the saine chival-
rous feelings which characterize soldiers cf
other christian and enlighitencd nations, wc
cannot but sympathise with them in the in-
gloricus task placed before them iii the In-
dian war, by the pohiticians, contractors and

petty thieves whose interest it is th-at the
poor Indian shouid cither submnit te be rob-
bcd systemnatticaiiy or hc exterminated from
the face cf the earth. The construction cf
the overland mail-route te California and
the advance cf the Pacific railway pot-tends
the speedy cellapse cf that infamous system
cf swindling whichi the red man has se long
intiurcd at the hands cf the politically ap-
pointcd Indian agents. Se long as thie aboi-
ogine remained in total ignorance cf the
wrengs hie was made Vo suffei-, ho teck what-
ever the agent was pleased te, give imii; but
whon othors than the agents crowded into
the wiidcrness and the plain, ho camec te
knew the real worthlessness cf the commod-
ities which had been pawnetl upon irni, anad
his savage indignation becaîne aroused. At
this point a Just gevernment wouldl have

steppcd in and deait fairly with the' Indian
and metod eut just puaishment Vo bis un-

blushing despeiler; but withi tho Washington
govcrnmcnt the influence cf the Indian
agents and traders bas beon greate- than
the dlaims cf justice. Natui-ally eneugh
thoso latter desircd that the aboriginal il-
habitants shouid ho driven as fat- as possible
frcm thefi-ontier cf civili7vitioni, $e that theit-
peculiar mode cf fraudlulent operation should
be as far froin detection as possible ; and if
in accomplishing this purpose, some thou-
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ands of United States troops should become c
~heir customers and bc forced to submit te, a
iieir extortions, they would simply be kill- c
hg two birds withi one stone. As we said
the policy of the traders and agents triumph- i
ed, and instead of justice a relcntless war t
was waged against the Indians. Some time r

since a commission was appointed to enquiret
into matters relating to Indian hostilitics,1
and voluminous documents have been trans-
inittcd from the department of the interior, s
showing that the commissioners believe that 1
by a peaceful and just policy ail hostility t
might have been avoided. In speaking of
the war it must be remembcred that theJ
army merely obey orders, and as there can be
ne glory se there shoulci be sio shame attacli-
edl Vo them in the premises. General Buford,
under date of June fith, says he and the other
two commissioners, who had just returned
from Fort Laramie, believe that but for Gen.
llancock's expedition they would have se-
cured peace withi ail the tribes to whom, they
were sent, and ho proceeds Vo show that a
certain portion of territery ought te be set
apart as hunting grounds for the Indians;
and hie further says-"'unless it is judged
tnecessariy to rctaliate on the Indians for

"the barbarities and massacre at Fort Phil.
"Kearny, no wàr is necessary north of the
"lPlatte. Peace cin be obtinedl by more
"1humane and checaper mecans thani by an in-
"4vading armny, who neyer can bringi Indians
'"to battle, unless by celerity of march they
"ican surprise the women and children in
"(their villagces." We have too rnuch respect
for the seldiers of any nationality to suppose
that they weuld willingly engaige in any vai-
whiere there wvas no principle at stake, and
in wvhieh thoir successes would only be mark-
ed by the "surprise of women and children
in their villages." Such victories have been
heretofore herabiledl by the press of the Unit-
ed States as wortlîy of glorification, but we
cannet but believe that the soldiers îvho ac-
comiplished the ivrk ivere lieartily ashanmed
of the business iii whichi they were engaged.
General Sanhorii, another of the commission-
crs ss,-'In reg-ions whiere ail ivas peace,
a s at Fort Laram-ie in November, tev

companies of soldiers were stationed, while
in the rogions where ail was war, as at Fort
Phiil. K1carncy, only five companies were al
Iowed. To secure peace, it is necessary for
the Governmnent to abstin frorn aggrcssive
war. It is believed the bistory of Indian
wars furnishies no instance wherc Indians
lhave askcd for rnercy, or even for a cessation
of liostilities. [l, recemrnends that ail the
troops in the Indian country be employed in
garrisoning military pcsts, protecting weak

peints on the rmilroa(ls and railroad lines and
the mnigration anti travel across the plains,
and in purs8uiin g, anti, if possible, punishing
the small thieving parties cf Indians that
corne upon our, lnes cf travel. Commission-
ers shouli be sent to the Indians and friend-
ly relations restored(. It is believed sound

pl)ohy would deiand this course. To jeep-

ard and sacrifice the lives of a large number

f eux people for the purpese of carrying on
fruitlcss war against a fewv Indians, who

an be readihy kept at peace, is dlecmed un-
ïise." The Commissioner cf Indian affairs

h is report says,-"l A furthe- and pet-sis-
ont disregard and violation cf te natu-al
ights of the Indians, anti cf treaty obliga-
ions cf Govcrnmont towards them, such as
Lave characterized our military operations
anong themn for tho last twelvc months, will
con resuit in an Indian waî- of giganitic )1.0-
ortions and prelenged -and inidefinite dura-
ion, at an appalling expense cf life, anti at
t cost cf hundreds cf millions cf dollars. We
âave prevoed, cnlarged, intensified hostili-
ties, until our whole ft-ontiet- is in a blaze;
antil eut- infant rperritore are isolated and
besieged, and our Pacifie ovet-land communi-
cation eut off. We have enly to press a littie
furthcr the policy wc arc tîow purruiing, andi
we will get ail we desire iti the way cf wat-.
Promi facts bofore mie, 1 conelude wc can
have ail we want ft-om the Indians withiout
wvar) if wc se wiil, with cntire sccut-ity on out-
frontiers and in ail our terr-itor-ial demain, at
a cost cf less than twe days expenses cf the
existing war, Vo wit-at qut-tççr cf a million
cf. dollars, and in less than one hiuîxd(red
days"l 'Plie Commissioner asks. how canl
peace ho attaincd? and answers-" sinîply
Ilby xetracing our wrong steps and hy doing
"iright. Pay the nerthern Cheyennes, anti
"1Ar-tapahoes, and hostile Sioux for trespass -
"o s we have cemtmttod upen their recogniz-
"ced rights, auJ negetiate with them by fair
t-eaty for privileges cf way and cf inili tary
"pesta on thei- lands, se far as wo may need
"thern. Lieu t. -Gene val Sherman in a (les -
patch Vo the Secretary cf War, dated fi-cm
Fort MePhersen, Ne)raskat,Juteio 17th, speftks,
as follows :-"My opinion is that if fifty In-
dians are allowed te roma--in between the, _Ar-
kansas aud the Platte, wo ivili have to guard
evcî-y stage station, cvet-y ttrain, anti ail rail-
î-oad wcrking parties. Iii othe- woî-ds, fifty
hostile Indians will chockmate threc thou-
sand soldiers."' IlNow,'' contiues the Coni -
missioner, " if this be truc between the At-
kansas and the Platto, cf which regien (-en-
oral Sherman is spcakîng, what a tt-emend -

eus army wvili be requiretl in the field if we
conclude Vo, precipitate a goncrel Indian wat,
atnd prosecute it Vo a successful resuit 1In
my judgmcnt we have war, gencral, prohongû-

cd, bloody, and ruinons, with ail its accom-
panying harbarities and attrocities, andi
peace, speedy and desirable, witb ahi its con-
comitant and consequent bhessings, in oui-
own Itands, at oui- option." Some time since
in pointing eut the difleront spirit which ,cx-
isted bctween the Indians and t-ho British
authorities, and that existing between thîem
and the UJnited Statcs-in the former case
constant peaco, in the latter constant wïir,-
we cndeavored te show that the monairchical
institutions cf Great Bpitain were strong en-
engh te, enable her te doail out even handed
justice even te the savago, anti by thiat justice
she secuî-cd thei- respect and feaity; whihe
on thQ other hand the Rtopublic was ïO much


