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ject scemed to havo so great an intevest, ns
thoso which pertained to tho efliciency of
tho Canndian Army, [t was well for the
country that it was so, for had the forcoe ro-
mained in the semi-organized luke warm
state ns in 1870 71, I fear that I should have
to narrato n far different serivs of circum-
stances than those which filt thesg pages.
InMay1874 the Active Militin Forco swas called
out, ostensibly for the performnnco of their
annual drill; and were gathered togetherin
Brigado Camps at Kingston, Ningara, Brant
ford and London, Two regunen:s werens
sembled at Collingwood, and the Guarrison
Batteries called into Kingston and Taiouto
For the instruction of thoe Iatter, carthworlks
wero thrown up at the mouth of the Hum
ber, and tho bat’eries at tho new and old
Forts repaired. An excellent naval Brigade
was formed and for this, and others formed
along the Lake frontiors of tutario, Erie,
and Huron; powerful tugs were fitted up as
gunboats, cach mountinga 72 pde. Arm
strong gun. Great fear was entertmined as
to the necassary supplics of ammunition,
but to our great relief, some two wecks be-
foro the war broke out, vessels arrived with
ample supplies of both ammunition and
arms. Tho next week brought us the Eng
lish troops, and [ have setdom witneased
moro enthusiasm than was displaved at
their receptlion. 1 was in Toronto that day,
and as the 60th, 47th, and 20th marched
through tho streets to their * amp on the
Garrison Common, both populition and sol.
diers seemed (o have gone mad. The ranks
wero all brokén; the red aud green conts
mixed up with those of divers civilian hues,
not without a sprinkling of the biighter
habiliments of the fuir sex, in inextricable
confusion, to the great amusement of the
other officers, and the due indiguntion of
the subs, who did not ssem to approva of
such infractions of dignity and discipline.

‘The prospect of a row seemed to these jov
ial warriors the subjoct of infinite j-st, and
the good humoured chaff and fun with which
they greeted their acquaintancen the crowd
was atnusing in the extremis, The artiilery
«id not participato in the general reception,
having been sent on to the Queen’'s Wharf
to disemburk their guns. In consequenco
of the great demand for horses 1n Englind,
they wero sent out without them, but i a
short timo they succeedod in horsing the
Batterics splendidiy. I bhaye always thought
the Canadian furm horse a most tractable
animal, but the readmess with which these
drafts acquired their duties surprised no.

To return to the subject of my narratvo.
The Brigade Cump at Niagara Lo which I was
attached, with my squadron of mounted
rifles, consisted of the 2nd, 10th, 12th, 34th,
36th and 44th Battalions ot Volunteer Mih.
tia, six Troops of Cavalry, four of mounted
Rifles, and two Batteries of Artillery, from
Hamilton, and tho Welland Canal. The
wholo were under the commeand of the
Doputy Adjutant-General for the 2nd Dis-

trict, undcr whom thoy wero divided into
twwo brigudes consisting of 3 regiments, six
or four troops and a battery. ‘tho second
or “Light Dobs” oconsisted of the 2nd
the 30th, 44th Battalions, tmy squadron,
aud two frontier troops of mounted rifles
under my command. and the Iamilton
Field Battery in oll about 1,500 men. Tho
ather Brigade was commanded by tho sonior
officer, an unqualified man, but anxious
and zealous in tho performanco of his dutiés,
Towards the st of May the headqurrtors of
the st Brigade were shifted to Chippewn,
and wo wero instructed to throw out pickets
us far as Fort Erie, somo 14 miles up the
river.

‘Chis unpleasant duty fell upon my little
command, together with that of wm ing
tho mhabitants to be prepared to move at
short notice, Nothing could oxceed the in
credulity, or obstinncy, of these people.
They would not, orcould not, beliove that
war wias imminent, They were ready to
scll, however, and as n depot for provisions
was to bo established nt St. Catharines, I
made contracts forall theiv sparo supplies
of grain, to be delivered at that point, with.
mn one week after tho declaration of war.
The uext week passed over, with many
scares—one, the most serious of which, was
caused by tho cutting of the Telegraph wire
between Chippewa aud Fort Erie. 'This,
though the work of somo idle vagabond,
kept me riding the whole night, as 1 feared
my patrols migkt be cut oft' by some of the
Feman scum who had gathered in large
numbers at Buffalo.  On the 3rd of June we
heard that tne Major-General had arrived at
Nugara, and had confirmed the commands
already made.

‘The organization of tho Reserves lmd
been determived on and was carried out
with characteristic energy, I should have
muntioned that simulirncously with our
move to Chippewa, a Brigade from Brantford
move ' down to Port Colborne, the other re.
maming at Brantford,

In the mesutime, wo saw nothing of
tho regulars, but on the evomng of the iith
heard thit two reguments and o battery
had arrived at St, Catharines, and another
Regiment and a Battery had gone to Brant-
ford ; which, for the presont, was to bo tho
General's Head-Quarters. ‘This was welcome
news (o us; for although pretty steady, it
increnscd our confidenco, to feel that wo hed
some regulars ut our back. Al this time wo
Lad been bearing, from every source, of the
vastarmy that was to crush us into insigm-
ficance ; and seeing the crowds that sssem
bled on tho other ride of the River when.
eveara parly of our men showed themselves,
we could quite bLelieve, that in numbers, wo
were greatly inferior to the army of invasion
collecting in Buffulo.

Ou tho night of the Gth, by prev.ous ar-
rangement, 1 receiveda cypher telegram
from Hoad-quarters instructing mo to des-
troy tho International Bridge on the morn

inz ol‘ the ulh as \mr \vould then bo dcelnr

cd. Asa prccauliannry weasure, tho swing
Liad beon loft open all night for some time
past, and it was with deep rogret that [ em.

barked with a chosen party, at alout 11
o'clock p.m., to carry out my first pleco of
wilitaty vondalism, Landingat thoeastpier,
wo awcko tho surprised ahd frightencd
bridgo keepers, bundled them into our
boat, put two kegs of powder under the
pivot rest half swung tho bridge, laid our
train and wolted. So soon as twelvo o'clock
tho chimes from the Catholic Cuthedral in
Buftalo cominenced playing, and singularly
enough the tuno was “Ilome, sweet Home."
‘I'he most brutal and unrefined Beotiun in the
world could not have carried out tho work
of destruction with such sounds in his ears;
but scarcely had tho last sweel chime died
away than we heard the puff, puff, of a tug
descending the river. I fived the train, and
lettng tho boat drop down the current
reached tho shore. Scarcely hnd we dene so
than a burst of flame shot up in theur o
sound as of thunder, a crash of falling mu

terial, a scattering pit pat on tho surface of
tho water, and our worlk of destruction was
accomplished, and tho war commenced. As
tho noiso of tho oxplosion reached Buffulo,
a solitary gun boomed from Fort Porter, tho
soundof distant bugles rang out faintly in
the distance, lights flashed, and “sentries
challenged; but in a short time all was still,
and wo in the first excitement of actual
warfure, patroled the banks of the majestic
Niagarn, having severed the International
fink that bound us to another pecple.

At the same time the Bridges at Clifton
wero undermined on our side, and plunged
into tho river.

For nearly a week, though living in con
atant excitement, we were unmolosted. Our
palrols were fired at from boats, and return
ed the fire, but noman was Jost, Wo scarce
ly seemed to be at war,~much of the bustle
and hurray had died nway and the quiet
seemed almost oppressive, but at last, pre
parations wore mado to cross.  First, wosan
drawn upon {he other side of the river, sonic
batteries of artillery; under their cover, n
gun-boat steamed down followed by a
flotilla of tugs and scows. From asafe dis
tance we watched thg embarkation, and fol
lowiag our orders, as tho first boat touched
the Canadian shore, we retired down the
river road, destroying tho bndges a8 we
crossed them.

Oaq arriving at Chippewa 1 reported the
crossing to the officer commanding the Bri
gade, and theroe fried to obtain a little rost,
of which I was much in need. Thenextdn)
Ilearned that the invading force somo 14,
000 strong, had occupicd the heights
above Fort Erie. For two days alter, ne
movemonts were made on &ither sido; but
on the third, an order wus, received to pro
ceed with the Brigade to Port Robinson, o
tho --ellend Canal, leavingan outpost at
Chippowa. The right Brigade of our Dis.



