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ENGLISH UNION NOTES.

The Congregational. Union oi England and Wales
met ini London luat month,with a very fuil attendance.
The clumsy mothod of electing the chairman, which
in our wisdom ,~"have adopted, necossitated four bal-
lots,-766 voting papers woe given in at the tirst bal-
lot; 488 at the fourth. Mr. Samuel Morley was eleot-
ed ohairnian for 1887. We congratulate our bretliren
in thus honoring one of their nobleat layasen. Had
our example a few years back any influence? Why
ehould a dcli only be eligible?

The present chairman, well-xnown rts the esrnest
advocate of "'Conditional Immortality: or "lLife in
Christ," delivered in two h~ours, two-thirds of an ad-
dress on "Froc Church Foundations. " The Boston
Congregatiialist gives the following epitomne of the ad-
dresa:-

"lThe main trend of hie disoourse-which was an
Application of the Apostolic Distinction between Law
and Grace, to the Theology, Ethics auid Politica of the
Modern Independenta-was in favor of an intenser con-
viction of what lie conceived Vo be the Evangelical es-
sence of the Gospel, combined with a freer liberty in
its interprotation. He recognized a Broad Church
pazty in Congregationalismn, and prayed for patience
toward theni, in Vhs hope that by and by oven the
sourer clusters of their vine will ripe» and a blessing
be in thoma. He advocatel baptism for children anid
consenting adults indiciminatoly, as "'signing and
sealing themn as belonging to the race for whîch Christ
died;" the largo, comprehensîve, local churcli, gather-
ing ai believers in a given place together, "irrespec-

ive of buildings;" tlîe sharp distinction of the Chris-
tian Sunday as a day of reat, where possible, yet noV
as by law after the fashion of the Mosaic Sunday, and
noV as excluding popular sciontific lectures; a more
generous liberality Vlan Vhe old tithe system suggest-
ed; a more national view of amusements than that now
common; niarriage, instead of cslibaoy; temperance,
rather Vlan totil abstinence, with severe denuinciation
of drunkenness as excluding from the kingdom of God;
and an absoluts separation of the Churcli from Vhe
State."

The address se far as delivercd, was listened Vo with
wlweazied attention, bing full of thouglit, Versely ex-
pressed, with fine flashes of humor intersponsed.

In the report of Vhe Union Conimittee, Dr. Hannay,
roferring Vo Vhis boing the Jubilse year of Vhe Colonial
Missionary Society, Bxpressed. Vhe hope that Vhe rela-
tion of the dhurcies Vo the Colonies would have l'con-
spicuous attention at the auturnnal meeting." A reo-
lution regmd'ding the Colonial Society was passodl in
iwhich it is stated that "I'te interests of Congregation-

alism in VIe Colonies have been unfavorably affected
by Vhe failure of Vhe Congregational Ch.uroheu of the
mothor country Vo realize their obligations in regard
Vo it."1

Dr. Wilkes was received with distinguislied honor,
Vhe entine assombly rising to greet hlm. Here is wh:tt
the Christiant World says of lis appearance thene:--

"lHo is a venerabla looking man, in his 818t year,
with plenty of white hair on his head, and a white
beard; a rapid speaker, with plenty of vigor a'id sar-
nestness; witli eyes that ho proved are stilI undimmed,
by reading part of a jiynn without his spectacles,
which hie had forgotton. Ho wasted no time in bandy-
ing compliments, for, as ho said, 6You love Ls and we
love you;" but lofons finishing, ho Vook mer Vo say
that hie was a thorougli Englishman, who. being a good
sailon, thouglit very little of takiing the vo~yage Vo and
fro. Ho gave a littie aketeh of part of lis own lis-
tory, which showed the great zeal lie feit for the work
in which he had passed bis life. Ho might have made
money, being, as ho said, a good man of business; and
lie even mentioned the nice littie amount of M00O
as that which ho miglit have realized. But the cause
of Christ in Vhe Colonies had boen aIl ini aIl Vo him;
and of this hoe gave further proof by asking for £3,000
towards Vhs endowment of a college. Ho finisheâ a
speech heard Vhroughout with the deepest interest,
with a testimony Vo Vhe joy lie had lad in Vhe grand
work of Vhs ministry'"

The joint assembly of Vhs two bodies, the Congre-
gational and Baptist Unions of England, Vook place on
Friday, May 14V1, in Vhs City Temple. The meetings
wene eminently successful. The Christian. World says:
"lProbably ne evant in Vhe history of ncnconformity
has possessed more significance or more promise of
fullen and nicher life." The Nemicm&formist anid Iîde-
penidetapeaks of it as a *bremarkablegathering," whidh
"Vhs youngest chnistian who tuok a part, however
humble, will preserve Vhs nîemory of tili his dying
day." Congregationalism and Vhe Baptist churches i
England have very mucli in common; Vhs form of
an ondinance only dividing; Vhe wonder is, noV that
Vhey have in Vhis manner come together, but that Vhey
have been parted se long. It would ho a blessed Vhing
hors co'ild a similar gathering be conceived, and as
happily carried out. Why not? Wu pause for a re-
ply.

T* fiftietî annual meeting of Vhs Colonial Mission-
ary ociety of Vhs English Congregational Union was
held en May 13th, lust. The event for us lias double
significance in VIe fact that Dr. Wilkesl was present Vo
recount his fifty vears experience ini Vhe Culonial field
of Canada, and tz enter a ples, for tliose dhurches,
which, under his oye hav', streggled andl labored un-
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