
76 INFANTS BROUGIIT TO JESUS.

dîrcctly before Hirni, to read a lesson to, adulte on the true character and spirit of
ail the subjects of Hi8 kingdom. The very fact that none can receive the kingdom
but as a littie child conclusively aetties the fact of infant memberehip. Indeed,
the force of this sentence of our Master cannot be adequataiy feit on the ordinary
nterpretation-viz., +,hat the aduit subjects of the kingdom resemblo infante only

in natural gentieneas, humbleness, harnIessness and teachableness-indeed, some
suchA-natural animnal characteristies as are found in doves and iambs. It is oniy
when infants are regarded as real subjects of the kingdom-truly redeemed by
the m.ediation of Christ from the ruin of the fal-as restored by the second man,
the Lord froin heaven, froin ail the damage sustained froin tho firet man's sin,
and made heirs of a more glorions paradise than was lost in Eden-as receiving
the abundance of grace, and of the free gift, the gift of righteousness, that they
niay reiguii i if e by one Jesus Christ-that the full appropriateness of their being
exhibited as models, types, illustrations and pictures cf the truc subjects of the
heaveniy kingdomn, is manifest. The manner of thoir entrance into the kingdorn
is, moreover, beautifully illustrative of the entrance cf adulte. flere ail ie of
grace, and seen to be of grace-they are mere recipiente-there is no roorn for
seli-elation. God alone is exaited, and man ie seen to owe ail to God's free
favouir. Menit amîd self bave no place. " Tey die, fur Adam sinned ; thiey live,
for Jesus died."

There is an incident recorded in the lSth chapter of Matthew, and I.so in Mark,
9th cliapter, 36, 37, and iii Luke, 9th chapter, 46, 41T, 48, which, bas often been
confounded witîh the scene described ini our text. But the time, circumetances,
occasion and design of our Lord's teachings, recorded in those passages, is entireiy
different froin what is boere recorded. Tliere, the occasion was a strife arnong, the
disciples as to w'ldch should be greatest in thb-kingdoîn. A little cliild, who pro-
bably could ivalk, was placed by Jeans in the nuidst. lie was made a parable
or type. It was iiot hie that wae the primary inatter, but something that wae to,
be tauglit throughi Iirn tu the disciples. The chiild-like character of ail disciples
ie, therefore, the proininent and pervading theme in this passage. But by no
means te the exclusion of the literai childreÏ, as in the kingdom, and precious
and dear tu, the King, and to hu received in Bis niame, whicli Sa will reekon equi-
valent to, receiviing H inself.

At the bth verse of the l8th chapter of Matthew it is written-" And whoeo
shailreceive this litti child inmy naie receiveth me." The Savieur has anewered
the question proposed to Hum in verse lst, aîd has answered it in euch"-.a wa as
to put the real prinary zneaning within the reach of each. Hfe now takes up
anotiier thread of thouglit, that lias an inti.mate and interesting convection withi
what lie hiad been :3iyin-g. Whoever appreciates clîild-like lowlinese, ' when hie
mneets it in othUrs, appreciates Christ and Clîristianity-whosoevei shall receive
mnto his home and into, bis heart (aie sitch littie child, even onie such, whtether
li*ter-aly or oulit îwrally, a littie child. Our Savieur hadl reference, no doubt,
to bothi phases of cbildhood. That Be refers to literal chiidhood may be inferred
froni Luke ix. 48-" And He said unto themn, whosoever shail receive thie littie
child in niy ninie, receiveth iiue. " Let it net seeni strange that the two references
should be conm'ined or blended, as it ie evident they are frorn the next verse.
Tiiere is a point at which. the realities referred te coalesce- a point at which. the
literai child is as dear to the heart of God as te siiritiial child, and dear because
of the ingenuous iuw]iiess and moral loveliness cf childhood. In xny naine-
literally, upon niy iname-upon the grounid or because of MùY name-that ie, in
cousideration of ie-ont of respect or regard for ipe. To receive a child, then,
literal o r spiritual, in Chnist's nine, is to receive hum for Chirist's sake. Fie, says
our ýSavicur, who thus receives a littie child, receives nie. Ne welcomee m2e. Hie
act cornes over, moraily, to, mie, and terminates on me. See Matthew, xxv. 40.

N'II. Ioi JeSus rec£ived aid ble.sed the infants, "A nd Hie laid hi$ handa oi thern."
-Hie laid Hie hands on their heade, and bleesed t'-em. .He did net mereiy bless
the grcwn-uj) persons who were like them. H1e blessed the little cnes theniscîves.


