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te onul upon pa.,tors te perforii eivil duties, andi Lhat ivitbout coOIIpcI-
stiteon,

Ve -are not iro iiidet tîtat thoe law iii regard te thte rotrns of birtis,
tiag d denUlis, C. S. 0. 22 Vie. c. 33e s. 32 (w,, di) nut iiow i er Li, th-,~

tI Act fir Lio 8oiewtnization t' Maîtritiîeuy ini U.. C., -<) Vie., cal). (il), conîtelni-
plates obtztinlil,î .11lytlîiîg more tinta the haro ieitiibcrs of pcr,ýon4 borm,
xuarried, or demil, andi this for, illorely statisticad purposos, not fur UItu bnke or
furnishing ally authoxitic evidenco of tie flhets iii dotail for- the salze of'
fansily interets. If se, suclh a requirotîtent is utterly uscleusa-, flr 'very fi-w
îîîiîîisters niakze retumnas, and if ev'ery Otuo did, tlioy %would bo v'ery illewiî-
plete and unireliahie, and would leavc us with 1e ILegibiativc pr-ovi.sifon Il'r
proviiig a birth or a doafi.

During the iat session otf Parliaient, Mr. Alexander Morris, L. 1. P. fur
Lanasrk, obtaineti a. conixîittc o t iquire into this inattor, anid tiat comnittue
rcperted in fiavour of' a 1Bil rcqliuirirîg tliiit every birth, and dcaUîi situuitI
luetilied, as ii ngnd by the ftitiily iii whichi it occurred, to a civil offiter,
-the clcrk of thue uninicipality or thoe assossor, whio shoulti receivo a. fiý for
rcgistering the saine; andi that uiniistors sheulti 2rûcive frei teauthoritîcsaa
sutall lmayicit lor inaking tieir returns of inarriages, as a coilnpcIIîstivn for
flieir trouble iii se doing-, iniiddition te tb-ir focs frein the parUe.s inarrîcti
for porforiniîîg Uic ccreîneny. In those p. iisions the eeîîîînittoo have lut
upon the truc principlo, and we hiope that tho dotails will bc wvorked out
skii fuii]y. Thon, oach faiily will have a logal scourity for the lccord ol fluets
seo imîportanut, the (iovernwent wvill have iLs statistios, anti niinisters wviIl eîldy
ho rcquircd te unake returus of thîcir performance of tiîat eue funetion of
thieirs whîich hvs miore of a civil titan an ecelosiistical character. lai Franco,
and soîte othuer continental countries, the iaw requires in cvery caso ai Ilcivil
narriago" bofore a Governunoent officiai, wvhich is complote for ail legal pur-
poses %vitliout an ceclesiastical coreoeny. Yct tho grrcat iajority of t1w
peple prefer to have eliir iarriage afterwards Ilblossoti" hy thc chiurcl. lut
Engla-.ndi a ituarriage can isoe o Igaily perfornicti by a Rogistrar, xifiout a
religieus service. WVe kinow nothing here te caît for suchi a provisîGn. It i
in itocordauco with the religions feeling of Our people, that their iljarriageo5
slioulti have a sacreti character inipartoti te thcm by the services cf a uninistor
of te gospel, by tic word of God, andi by prayer. But in se fur as the
refYistration is conoerned, the minister acta as in olflcer of the Guvernweunt,
andi shouid bo reumuneratcd and held responsible accordingly.

FRE~NCH CANAPIAN MISSION.
The Soectary of the Freneli Canadian Missionary Society wislies us te

renîind tho Congregationai Chturchea of Canada, ef Uhe request muade by hlm
for a collection on its hehlf, frein which ho lias reeeived ne response.

11EV. S. W. MAGILL

\Vo iinderstaud that, titis gentleman, under the adice of 1Dr. Wilkes, will
visit tue Congregational Union of Canada, ini Juno next, te engtage the
symipathies andi practical ee-opeiation of that body in the werk et' the
Aunorican MiNlssionary Association anieng tire rireedmen ef the South.


