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and tliat no man hiercafter shaHl put bis own sense or comment to be the
meaning of the *Article, but shall take it la the literai and grammatical
sense." A few days belore Ilthe feast of St. Barthoomeiw, some of the
copies of the prayer-book wvere ready ab the printer's, but only a few persons
could get the book in tinie to examine its contents. -Bishop Burnett says
great numbers made the rcquired declaration without at aIl seeing the booc
to which they soletufly gave their asseut and consent, but that about TWO
THOUGAND, priueipally of the niost pious and cloquent, bade farewell to their
cougregations. What mnade the matter the more harsh was the fact that the
salaries of thc tuinisters, înost of whom were but poorly paid, came due iu a
few days, and thus they wereceut off from the xnoney they depended upon to
save theniselves and flunilies from starvation. IlMy God,> exclaiined ene of
these heroc nien, Il"ay I deciare my unfeigned assent and consent te ALrL
TRI&GS containcd in this book of (Joninon Prayer ? My Lord, I amn at tby
foetstool. I surrender uîysclf, my ministry, my place, mny people, my wife,
my children, into thy band, from whoni I rcceived them." Sad was the fate
of these unfortunates. IIHouseless, honieiess, and peuniless; they went
forthi," says a writer, their ebidren crying for bread. Thus were the Eng-
lish Presbyteriaus paid for their faithfulness te the Huse of Stuart. Three
or four times did they make serions mistakes, and uow they werc by their
own aet at the inercy of their eneinies. Sonie of their youuger mca of
ability, Tiletson aud others, gave their 'lassent and ceusent'> with mis-
givings, but were seen rewarded with good places, and did houer te the
Dation ; but the grand spectacle was wi.tnessed of two theusand mninisters
abandoning thciir places, aud going forth te the world te suifer. Thus did
Presbyteriaus nobly atone for the past, and take a stand that led te glorieus
results. A few of the two thousand were Independents, but net mýany of
theni, us the Indepeudent tainisters were principnily settled over churches
that werc separate freni thc naticunal establishment.

Fellewing bard upon this was the Couveuticle Act, that crowded the gueals
,of the kingdorn. Any numuber of people could assemble togete o
drunlien careusai, and it was cousidercd harailess; but if more than five per-
sous assernblcd fer prayer, they wcre fined aud imprisoued. The king went
forth frein the bed-chnmbers of his rnistresses te partake, of the sacrament,
and Iewdncss and wickedness spresd over the ]aud ; but if eue of the ejcctfd
two thousand taught the peopie the wvay of salvatien, he had te, atone for it
terribly. Se far did wickedness maise its head that an Episcopalian writer
says-"l Iu a short tume 1,500 dcbauehed men were erdained te fill thc places
of the ejected eues," and se glaring did the vices of the nation show theni-
selv,,ýs ainoug both ciergy and peeple that Charles on eue occasion withdrew
frein bis carousais and lectured the parliarnent on the extent of the uatiou's
wickedness. Parlianient soon passed the ri ive Mile Act which forbade auy
of the ejectcd clergy frein coming within flvc miles of the place where he
bad becu l4parsen, priest, or vicar," under pain of impriseninent and a1 fine
of ;40; and then a still more severe Cenveatiele Act, and a "lTest Act,">
that required ail public officiais te, take Uic sacrameut in the parishi churcli.
Informers and spies ivere abroad ail over tbe nation. Thousauds upen theu-
sands of -enerous hearted people were s0 hurasscd by the courts for assistiug-
the stýarving -,nmiisters and their faufilles, that they ieft their native iaud.
Sonie of thei scttled on the continent, wbiie large numnbers miade their way
te thc settlenients la America.

For several years did a terrible work of persecution go on> and New Eng-
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