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I lollandc. F-ricslaîîid flax ks possessed of hygroscoffic
propertics iii a mîore iiîarked degrec tItan anyv otlier

flax, anid absorbs anîd retains inoisture se rendilv as ta be
casiîv iîîjîred. * This )cctuliari-ly is said ta bc dule to the
flax leilig iîupiregiîaitedl %w'tl Falitie Ituatter, takeni front

Ille Ibrailîl wa'ter iii wlîicl ;% is stecpcd.
'l'ite îîîîllk get tlteir s<ipplics of fiber citîter direct fronti

the mairkct or throuigt a commuissioni hanise. Ille largcr
ftrins veuîploy thjeir own hîiyers bath at honte and on the
('outtiet. At !,.Çlîiî th lc iivers vi-;t Ille y.aTiniF.ina

li-ts. whiere the farîners îîsiallv selI thicir own fi .or

tlîev ikit the scutclî mills andl pick up any go&x lotç
%vliicli tlic scutciiers are autlîorii.cd ta sell oin 1>cbalf of
te fartilers. lit Couîrtrai the flax is bouglit front tite
factors at tliiir ilis, but ail the Beclgian tawnls have
thecir weckly muarkets. Whcni in the mîarket the bîîvers

buiv for a couple of houtrs, wiîile the iiiirkct k iii pro-

gres5. amiff tlieu procecding to the storc. take tflin lx in.

WlTicii the huycr s largaiîlinîg witlî the fariner. tiiere
ire certain mien w~hîo frequttli neiarket and "puit in tan

o.ar" ta lîelp the buver. For this service thîe v c:upcct a

"tlirui" or 3(l per stone oit the flax. The buver, if lie
lis not tinie ta Iglit the farnlr out, nmay give the tian

Icave to bîiv thie flix at a certain figure. irnraisitlZ hini

fli tîual "thliumîî" Tlle bnvycr usitahll lia's a wmt
.store. for wlîich lie pays so lunchi per weel, or per
stamie. 1lc lias also te Pav. se nuch for baliîig. cartage.
e. N\lîcmi taking tuc flax itîto the store. it is nccssarv

to coïamit the %tones. test tlicir weigbit, arnd exanimie
themîî. te niake sure tliîat thuev are up to tlic average
qualtv at wluch thev wvere Ibourtlit. Somietiies tlie
farmiier inay have two sorts of flax iii bis cati: pcrhiaps
if îîîav 1w igrowîî in the saine field, but wvatered iii differ-
ent wvater, aidi for fuis rensoî tnt eqital il% quality. Tf
tine buvr bouglit thte flax bv the lietter saiple. and waç

.tnt told abolit the otiier. lie nîlust abject to take tlîc in-
ferior flax at tic saille price. Ii cvery load tlhere are
generaliv sanlie stanes of "tliatcli" or fiax which lias beenl
uised as the out-sidc roverii of the rick. and wilih fronti
xposure to fli wcathîer lias heccoine "blasliedl" and rot-

leu. Tlîcse stones the buyer inst get at a lower price.
If the <'îakiiig ini" lias been satisfactorily accoînipislied.
flic farinecr awaits payunent at a p)lace agreed tipon.,
iisuîallv a liotel. The bîîvcr miakes out flic cost of all
lîk blivings. and draws a suficient surn front tlie banlk
to caver. 1lus firmi tisualv his ani agrecîiietit with tlic
baik to let lîinî have any aiuount up to a certain figuire
ait tlîaî day. 1Havi ng got the mniy. lie goes to the
Place igreed ulpon anîd pays the farineýr. receiving as a
reccip the ticket wliicli lie gave wvhîeî purchiasitig tlîc
tiax. 11% soine Places. suclias Strabatie. tliere is a verv
sniall open mirket; for tlic dealers go rounid the couin-
try, buy* tîte flax fromi the fariner, and briuig it itîto tîteir
offli stores, wliere tliev sed il at a p)rofit ta tlic buvers at
(lie tîext ninrket. Ini soiîe mîarkets tlîc bxmycr muist exer-
cisc vigilance, lest dlic dealers inix the flax, v'cuîee-riiig

over poor flax with sortie of good quality: ais> tlîai tlie
flax lias heemi growii ii the district, anîd ks wlat it ik re-
prcseuîtcd to ic, sitice occasioaaiy dealers buy Straîm
or soîîîe iîiferior flax andc put it up as Cookstowii, ete..
sendiîîg if te tlîat mîarket f0 be soid as a geimiie fari'. r's
lot. Tluc buîyer, liavitig coîîîpicted lus miarket. uae
olît an iîivoiee of tlîe flax botiglît, the quantitv of ea- hi
lot, tlîe nutniber witli wlîicl il is tickctcdl, amîd its prie..
Titis iiîvoice. wvlicn rccived nt tîte mîiii, is euîtcred in
Ille "flax inivoice lo,"utider a certain lot iuiiwiir.
wliiclî continencuces at tlî czeinniuig of the scasoui. Oiie
or mare <iavs' huying iii tlîe sanie mîarket coiistittite,
a "lIot." tue resmîf of whic is m rade lip bv itself iii a nia"l-
lier to he described. WThei tlîe flax arrives alte flc iill,
it i% exaniieci bv the nianager or wlioever lias fliat dutv,
and reportcd tupon in a book kepf for tlîat puirpose. Titis
book<, whiclî also records thei niîber of thie lot and btuv-
ing; (or i tîte case of Courtra. LFlemklili. or Dumîcli tîte
bale iîiilher). is imîvilî'aiule tçi tlie forcmîîaîî lîackler. wvlio.
wlieil tlîe flax is stored nwav. ks able to -iqcertatli %vlI-I
lot %would suit best to lav ont anid wveizl off ta zive tilè

"""eswhich he requires. '

"isorted." everv farmer's lot shauld bc kent seutaraté
and< wveiiicil )ff inta separate parcels. in order thiat thue
sort er mav not have fto nîann' sorts tipon bis table -it
ane finie. Mliere the flax is to bc "spread" direct fraîîî
the tipe"wliich is donc ini sonte of the best milîs. it
i. advisable ta flix suitable btîvings before wvighîiic off.
iii order thit flie avcraze qualitv mav be as tîniforni asý
possible. Tlle flax stores shanild bie large and rrootîiv.
and.i abov'e ail, dry. Asphait mnakes a vcrv good floor.
Senui-<iarkiless slîould prevail, except wlîcrc a zçxod lizlît
is required for exa-tiining flax. Tlîe briglit la ys of flic
suin. say. tlirotugli a glassç roof, arc apt te evaporaf e the
volatile oil of tîte fiber, reid(eritiZ it dry and "hasky'." if
it docs flot change tîte color in some degree. The flax
slîotild alwavs be wveighed off ta the roughers in 2 cwvt.
parcels, wi h the exception of the <'odds." of a farmer's
lot, which, if tlie flax is to bc sorted. slild be vcighed
off separaf cly. Tlîc ticket which is given to the.
rouigher with cach parcel accompanies the flax righît
tlîrough the rotnghing, lîackling, and sorting processes,
tnitil as "dressed hine," it is "wei.ghcd in" fro t fli
sorters. Titis parcel ticket has spaces in which ta cnter
thie wveiglit 'vcighcd off, the f 0w, shorts, and wvaste muade
iii the roughing, thie nmachine tow and wasf e muade iii fli
lîackling. flic "tipples" f0 soi-fer, and the tow and wvaste
vhich lie raks togethxer wifh the "drcssed hune"

weighied in. The latter item, added te tlîe suni of aIl tîte
tows aîîd wasfcs, should. of course, equal the wvciglit of
roughi flax originally wveighed off to the rotigher. tlius
provimîg flic corrcctness of the details. Mie rouîghing
shîop stotld bc lofty and wcil ventilated: as there is a
considerable quîanfity af dust or "stouir" given off by tlic
flix wvhile it is bcing worked. Mie "Special 'Rides" re-
latiiig ta flax spinning milîs, issucd some tinte ago by the


