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ASSUMP'TION DAY EVIWING
IIYtfN.

2Naw la the day duchaîinîg,
Our i.ady'S haly day;

1 jolîl umy landsl&%tiui view Lt
lit silece cpas %îwa.y.

'rie .uîi, iii siîinig. lisses
Oniceliore the wooit and i nise,

It sceiit, a aigu of pîartiiig
0f Our owmi Lady (leur.

Tlîeîr eveiisoîig are siîmgiîîg
The birdgsu Sa 1w sitli gîe;

*îic W(v vtue lasomaiig
Sa sweet, au drcaiiily;

.Cle tree tops rustie aoftly,
Anîd as I uipward t er

Meithiilili I lîcar a yhishier
0f aur asvii Lady deur.

F~ronît the nîead and fottrhite forcat
The ic iit asccîids ii viens;

Tite flonsers howsv 0lasvly
liecatit te pearly dew.

Tite stars, cce imuiiiîg briglîter,
oit azure sliieï apîsear;

To aie Lt seiiis a radialice
Of aur an Lady dear.

Aind tUis the ilcy's iecliiîiiîg,
Otîr i.ads i hay day;

I joisi iîîyliîaids andît 'ee t,
MVile îîraviig, pa,5; awny.Sleep vcil uiitil the lliorrasv
Yc forest, laîin and i lure;

%We ail are restilig saieiy
%Vith atm owtu Lady dear.

-Nlanities of blary.

1 tet the reins fait ldly across Blue-
titll' s ick brovin eck snd gave way
ta a flood ai useicas regrets and valu
iniagluings of whuat iniglît have bc-en,
Ititi a volefranthe laotpath branght
backie îy wandcrliig tîtotglîts svlit a
rush, I reiseit inyliîcad Co finit Mc
liiia -- dazzliug vision iu bine ciotb
aud vwbite fur, by îny saie, rivth the
saine irresistible suijie and lier face

su'ad voice as frasil sud swcet as sprlng

P tseif
- "Got-iîoning," chia salit gayîy

renougl, but soniewhlere hîchiudither
tniuhe I caught a gliuuusue cmi auxict>'

Sat-Couliht be?-eppeal
S"Gaaîh-nioriiug '" I iîsv hat Lt I

Sstopped thialittia.-ven>' littie--peace
vAut mnd I batl gainaditnLuiy>'long,

ilouaI>' ride vionît vanisit like shole;
i~but hliuîbcl, froui long habits, tI0ol

the mnatten upon herseli eut troppetl
li ita caî,C'graze hi>'the rocdieie.
-- Mlinda dnesv a tmail, lure band

~front ter 'white ii imad strocedthCie
'steak alin. I noticeit bo'v cunningt>'

te hunclu ai violets uestcit Lu he
soit brovin ai br Iîatr acui uihet
Cnt I1'sera test.

lusit ru?" 1 askee, lno'sing
welvecionght hat it 'vas.
Meinas lhast vas stilI bient; per-

lisps Unt 'sas 'sît> lier voice 's

,Ies,"saie said lit "Lt roi."
",Do you cane for liliu?" I wvdt o,
ilut attht Melhitdaraelerba hîai

-- inuhguicti>.
- "Van have unoîgt tCa cal,''site

saut, 'sitil flastung ceceks. "«I-I amn
ver>'fondaofîi .i hileetcd.'1

Il 'No,'' 1 saut, htteni>', IIhave uuo
rîglit - no riglîC beyond the promise

smute ta rasily, brokecu sa ighlt>. 1
wuili aknu nmore questons. It int
lia easy iLtecit tabliefouit ai auch ant
incarne as I.eonart's-vithu goot tles
inuethe bangaîn. Gooai-hye. I wisb
yon ucl, Malind."1

She cauglt ni> rein unit Bluebeti
a toppait seain. Shua enev ine asit se

kuew 31etnda. I bat hmreit lier naisu>
Cimes beforo 1 svcumC ai>, sud 's,

M11hait alwuayn, soinehuaw,iueC Meita.
"VYon ana ver>' nkiln," Meinta

rsait, quicl. l>'It isu't thc ulone>' -
t least nt umach. Vou n kosvhav

~liard t La at home, viLCI no utone>'
Effor anything ucea - I'm sure via
,cou'dut ha inli 'sorte off i'se

i ,Viere liggas-audit notier gnnmbtlug
and grumbliing becanse ILsetCcsand I
'sera battu angage toCapon peope sud

s Margaret andt isabet bath grovinig out
oi hir tuings as lest as aIt nurse

S.akes hei, sud istlier 'uoniat cvi-
~'ful>' 'stli liasti>' bills,"

I.giaucei t etMelhuda's aior-nata
' Costunie 'sitht sa malle.

She flushet agaimu. lanr comupexion
is lîke pie it vd wie hlle blîossos.

"I1 hait Ia hava soute deceut hings
'%vhen I 'sas e' gagaî," she explaînetl.

bturriei>', "«b .anse aifIeouanî's rela-
-tions sutntÉlngs callisug; but h.>'
a ren't paît for >'t, an >ou need't

smilein lu hat brrit, nuheiiviig tva>.
.. . Aud the.n," sa 'sat on, "You
'sent avi>a l hat iue iLuSoathtl

Aines about ts. vretcied railîviys,
and evrybol-,rsalit >'u 'vonit neyer

Inaleaau>' moue>',asuithe>' sait I 'sas
saluait sut honnît andt cruel, Rsud Lis-

ant Margaret was alvsYs cr>'ing b-
-caua, ah. coutit't go ta parties unit
titinga . . . sMa Loud wasat.y'
Ser, lint and aica ta avr>boit>'and

Yatwyys iting genlerans tlutugs tIllta
l ast I gt quita fout a1 hi. . -

Vau nliow I sum van>'affetioata l'

-"Evideati>," sait I.
. . And 'shen youe sait YaUu Irlgu

t le ot for e d years ut>'anie."
"T«'o years was wliat I sait."

"94Ansi eveybot>'lept botiîeng suit
'hothriiig, -suit Leonanit 'as 4ai Ilmd

aut patient, tClii 1 thiougliC andi
Clouglut suitmate np M n>'m da'. uit

-tý Ca ,vlit asuitbreak tiil. Aui 1

"Va," sat' iiîaty >ou dit. i

ioîiiiîl oîr lutter %vaitiiig for tIc dI-
r,.ctly 1 got lîack. It svas a 1Ilcassuit
viclcoilliebleii. The %voais at Iisly
rools skiiens 1 'as comîilig, 80 shil

îlddîlot fortvard Lt. There a niotiig
»sioreta h.bcsa 41, Ltlticre?''

'lWîit a îiîî,îitte.'' said lheliniia.
Wffiiii yauî wece away, 1-er-virote
Ca yaîi.''

'VYon îld," said 1-aIjoe a a yak
for tsva yaars. I have guit ail yuur
letters. Tiisy legaîl 'iClu vaîvaof
eterual cîîistalîcy, and l hîey ciendl ii

lier cycs wvicfilicît witli tears.
"Iiey vero aliiiost the Calar of the vio-

lets lus lier biat, andî I wsilied sile
svould filiîis.ishiat $s1e liai ttaandi
let Ille go.

'II didlit thiiii yon'd îîiîîd sa

III î101't %vauit ta lierude' I Ire-
pliedî ,b'uit Chat is a lieasd yoîî
liions LUti Vill yon saysvhiat yoîî have
ta say alni get; it (loue?''

'11 vaiut vois ta seuil huel ail iii>
letterstCiait is ail.''

'Ail?'' sai 1.
"Vos. I hiave sent hîack valus snd

yoîîr rinîg aud the littie turquoise
beugle svithlithe iiuggcst - alud-olîI
evi.rythiug you gave aiie."1

''liy slauîld 1 seu<t thon lack at
ail ?" 1 asicei. "Tley ca't tc tîleas-
sut readiug ta, younuow."

"It lsu't tliat," sb, sali; it's bic-
cauise oai leonrt. lie doesn't lnons
we. %verseugaged, sud ha bas sucli

rîdîculous ideas about brokeu en-
gagenlients. lie bhas a sort oi tieory
tlîat hie svouý'tuisrry s girl uuless lie
ls bier flrst lave."

"*Yes are very fooluih. There ls not
tîkely ta hbcnîncli lispptu"s for yau
iu tbe future if yon hegîn t, deceive
hiiiaiready.lons eau licelîe!p linOn-
li;g we svcrcengageet?"

T"lierc 1la no tesson whly lie
stiaulit," saidlit etLuda quickty. 111
bavent Coldauuybody. outaide-mither
saisithoe a s notelug 'set nitght,
halîpens. abel sud Margaret are
tou auxiaus for sieo ta îuarry Isus, .tal
let tîlat out.",

''luit," sait-I,. "vAile I have the
letters you.kuaw Clicy are qulte safe.ýI

"I1 Suppdie sO,""aiLe Saliti, donbt-
fully; "but I slîould ilever lie quLto
sure, aînd 1 siiould chss nucssy al-

1 vays, ani yôu filiglît die or saule-
tlinig. sud tiien jus£thCîikhavi iresit.

fuht It viauld ho for nie If Leoitard
,fô'iu itLtont."

e"YC--2s, I Sald stosvly. "lut, ou
nCthe otfier balad, I doii"t sec whly yotl
1sholilit expectet ncta. mid that. WVlY

ahbssld IJhave auy cousideration for
eyou? Von lisd little euoigli for ii"I

"ôlî"'~'rLcjjfcti~d, "oanare uaev-
cr gaing t ta o rerlc. You ea't

"lies," I 'repli'.dj-"Iast- I eau -
I dla. Tue letters svere syritten tas
mie, aîîd ut thet tile tlîey were wvrit-

1teu I blive yan nîLaut what yau 1 aid.
Ail your pretty protestations ai faltb

e ud coustaucy suit undyiîîg love tvere
as realthtoin, 1 suppose, ta yoit as,
muost uulîstpily, tlîey scciiied ta nie.
Thcy are ail 1 eati have slow. Van bu-

elang ta Ieuiarit. I 'sut hieep the let-
1ters."
t Then I sans Melinda xvs gcttîug
Ifrîghteued. Sieo wai realty eryiug

nowv, sud I lnew tbat îinniedîat%
f liglit 'sas the only thing for lue.

Witit BMeliuda lhappy aud maiing I
el ould ha steru sud uyîldiug, but I

a knevitoa wcilthe powver oaiMetinda
lu intears.

"('od-hye," I saisd, lu a toeaio
geutleiuielaiîchaly, sud rade aviay,
leavlug lier vieepiug pîtifulty by tha
roadside.

That niglît I dincit 'itb Mtetiuita's
sirlete, the rectar, sud bMeluda sud ber
eLeanard 'sera tuier.
0 Sieli ait a sweiet littie voice sud ra-
glied for affect, n an su,'sniaitticks

I expression, anîd Ltousrit, svlîa as
d big sud hald sud jaltv. wouid listen

tat lier hy tue tiaur 'sitti au extpressian
aio rapt ecstacy. She ssang the "Titi

Ge.-gec," 'sîicli scenîed ta mue, uluder
the eircuuistances', ta hactîeculiar!y
atipropriatc.

ui'reseustly, abouit o o'clseic, Melinda
r'ose ta go. Sile hait a bM headache
sun i onlit lbe miaglad if <'carautie
svould excuse lier.
"I1 arn awfulty tired. auntie," aiue

y Saisi.IIhiopuecverybody w'snt thinle
tI amn very rude. No, I,coîîard, yan

rcally niusu't contue wîtli nie. It ls
uoniy a ru acrass tiie orcliard, sud I

eaui slip tliroughth le aide gate lu ia h
kitceengîrdeu, asui e Lu the bouse lu
five mnuctes-"

bteiLuia crosscd tiie rooni ta Ie sud
hed ont lier bîand. lier face 'sas ai-

niost as whuite as lier itress, sud viben
I tookli er baud 1 fouinitChat Lt svas

siburning.
-- Gaod-night," site sali, sud1 notie-

* d that for once aiha li forgottens the
irresistitîle salle; I Suppose you
won't b. gaimug yet?"

y 5h. spolie luns a low voicesud I
.tarted. Surcly acsiteitiuu't mnu-

"II sut giug hy the.gate lunCiie
*t arelarit," th.e vint au, reccleessY,

the ltteçrs, 0i course -,ue .. îuly %vait-
ed ta uiale aiiitr attulîîîît tsi regainl
hat tell-taIli packeut.
1 let, lier ]lardilfait--t lid f rgotteil

foîr the miontiet that 1 wya s hlig t,
It %vas frnt orî fce 0 a iut, I supt-
Pose

YVes", Isaul. 'II oiglit ta liions it
-I ciii olie. Ilit I have frgottenit i
îiosv. l'rhisps Ieoîiard Crceve kimavs
it hetter. Vou îiigit smlii hl.''

Agalu hose violet. oye'm fîleil withî
tears.

''llow cii voi bc so titimii?'site
mhispereîl. ''Ouou-iiglit. Vtien yaîî

%vonIt uc gaiîg for a lonmg tile yet, I
slhipose?''

''irohîabhî i t,'' I scdicahlily;
aud 'sîthi a lest gialîce ai wistfuh ap.
lîcal Melincla selt ita he hall ta lie

carefuilly cloakecî by Che ievîteit
,coa.rîl. I hcarîl lits loîteroits voLce

for ut least five mintes beggiiig ta
lie ullowcih ta tube lier houne, but as
tisuai ICelida Cmiîiiiphieu, for lie caille

iaek îrcseîtly sithi a glatitîlolk ail
lus joly face.

"Mehelida ieeîied hrettyviel liioek.
cil ii,' lic remuai kei, gloîîîily.

''She hasî't loatîcît t alviel he
lest svjeck or tvo," saidtheic ectar,
''niîîafraiit thespour ehildt las ralier

a taughi tiîîîe ai t at houle.''
My hert priehued sie. 'enhaps I

liat beau ao hiirsh. BMehlula lad be-
lîsved very badi>' tu ne-shie sas an
icostant sud îîîrceusry ittie firit
-but. ail he saina, 1 laveit lier het-
ter thîs auy ane chcite uthe sontd,
end vionlhbave dune auythulng ta

preveut lier rain l.ipig reaily uuhîap-

*,Conte sud have a gamme ni solo,"
satd the rectar.

Wc playeîi a haut or Cvio, iut loy
thlonglts viere nat ou tue gaile. WVss
(t passible thst Metiida visa stltt
svatiEnt the gate? 1 teit hat mnt
ail eots 1' uîlt go sud see.

"l'in airsii vait muslt exculse ulice,"
1 sait. II have a letter %vicl iniipy
musnt go by the ta ocinel post. I wl

canin i agaiu for an hiaun, i yuusîii
ailow i ue, vilicii I have postait t.'1

Sib I left thîcîmi sid hiv setticit
dto,.vu liiiiulv ta tlircee.iiiued uap -
i.eonamd ikta uIp better hah sain -

aud 1 sitîpeil tliro.giutue orchard ta
the lane t tue othier -'Id 'suiei I
hcewsa vicit. here via a' à eoî

st'orui caten gate Lu tue luee aci.5 i

jutothe kitelen gardieniai Mcliiua's
hionte, and Culibis a wlire I bal
hoped, fhallfeareit ta fiud ber.

WVhenIi tfound thit . 'bcvs nuit
thiere, 1 svas ashaniai ta ovin iat I
fait s littie pauig af disappalutulient.
1 lied spet îuauy ptuassnt bal bours
wvth bMahnta t ttat gate. I fett

utînioat sentimiental, sud a tender
uarting scene in the rapcr stage mi.
uer. viouhldhave beau, lAniMy presrt
franie ai midc, ruCher piesasut thîsu
othersylse. 1 tîîrueit sitli s sgh' ta
go bonis.

"It %vas ao good a lest," I tait
mysel, eoeiuly. "Mehtutna La Cthe

mueot clîsnîîîîug persan ltitCie viartt,
but I onght a have Icuvi UniCht
urtty littie nianthi ai hers ineent
syakues ad tueoustaney. 1 vislui1

hait never gant a'say. I 'sas s foot'
ta trst a ierlpramiss. 'liat nier-
cenary liita lier peuple musît bah
pour littIe thingl N b nt site budl
au aviful lot ta put np svth. 1 stis-
pose 1I iit ms viel bcgeucrauis sud
hum Cthose tettera. XC s ail I eati do
for lier uaov. I wilII have a tragie
bonfieaiofail siny Itales sud hîspines
iu Chie sîttiîîg-rooîîî grate sitien 1 get
lu aud say goud-byhe ta lave for once

I 'sas staying Lu he cundcottage ai
tua long rcd rowv 'hiieli madetcup the
village, sud îy sitttug-roaiîu vis s
pleasaut little place vithi a lattice
wiiudav. I putîcit up Chie hiLnd sud
drew mns' basket chair ta the fading
liglt.

IIIîîight asuvichi do he thiug prop-
ciy," 1 saut, gluoinuul>, "andl make

tulysaf horauglymh îiserabie vhite I
sut about ILt.I wyrul adtlimemuait
hrouigli licore 1Ibhun thcuî; tiiere

î"ust hbe qîite a buuidrcd. I cnn't go
iuu ci ta timec rectary to-utgut. They

vill farget ail about meiefLt Cle> are
ulayiîug carils." I hcew tCle rector
sud I icuen Leanarit.

I lung ni>'bat viclunsiimta a cor-
ner un nitct a iii>' desk ta getthCle
letters. XC sves uiuicked-nabady
eve.' loks hiuigs Lu Pettover - sud I
tlttcd he lit sud put stj baud InCa

tii. corner ie viliet1 Ibait plareit
thein. XC as quite cnipty-tue pacht-
et liaitgonde

1 couhit hardly balave nu>' eyes. I
musnt bave put Clientu sanueilicre aise
Lu nty sicep, sud hasCh>' 1 began ta
seanch thel w dravers aud cuphboarits
uty rouas cotalucit. Na; tliey batl
vanlahbei as cotupletet>' as Lf tbcy hait
neyer licen. 1 'sent ta the door and
caltait ny autîsit>'ta tal iebanci ny
hatst, thaugh 1 i hait no hope af gettLn
auy iuorination front ler. One liait
aîîytCa leklunliai face ta se.c hat Lu
hat massi vacant stupiiity her.
wss no rooni for curiosît>' or even

Commn in telligence.
"liasauy o. bea Lu,"I asTl t

%vent ont.,''."vie? i.ir', 11o, tir. Wu ineyer lo
Ciet (foursa Sfîe hIeltuuie 'ruîee'.q na
<oic w, 'u îîî al Inii'i'cltCuver - lot

atoîutîte Curehemu'sCîin, o itu ilhe,
''t.i, tuuey've fnuîîuîSl îmutlîîîg ut

ast,'' I suL,. Iluit nshat Clii> 'iveut
nsithu a turcel af aid lttera hats n.

lDa yanasupose thiey tot he.isn for
Iaîîkloîtcs ?'' Andl dieui Istoppait
sudîîllîl, for 1 reiietilîuured saine anc

wihia<1,1vmid at hose ltterh.
Mlrs. îLeachm stolpeul sndlpclaîl ui) a

large suct ai palier froui unur a
cauir liv thue iooandu, lanîledi t ta
silo 'ivih ., grillat.

"lfs tiî sîîiictimig ' yours?" diae
askcl; anutîiool uit ut umy hband. It
'vat tuhe lest page afila sîîîg. I reat

thie woviis aifCtua refrainu:

"lAnil a girl neyer looks n etan-t
utîme

With a piossible tsvo'aiitChrc."

0h, Mlhiuia, !ufluina
' 1es''Iaid, huuriedl>'; ''its -

it's .-. part of a Ityiuhu1I as tuigng
ta ii>self--ahit aof requimh. ins.
Leach, dit toher a>nuamre chiant
Chic lettens; t îosîî't really mîatter;

hy syre vorCli notling." Tiuhis 'as
truc iii mare sehses hiaimoe.

Mfrs. Leachi 'ieht hîavil>' dosv Chle
passage alni 1 ias ef t alune.

I liedaitampleMClle for neflection dur-
Lug Cie long houri before uîaruing,
sud soul huade up il ii md vihat ta,
do.y it sectineit CaIlue hat I ovicita
dunty iyseii. 1 lait re.'ovicdlunchi

u ..t.iy viii ta hue genrans ta
M1elilda, hîut seoliait forestaileit in

%vith a hltthe plan ai lier osyn.
"Nowv.''1Isaît tautmyscli, 1'1 shal
play for iii>'owvu lant.'

1 viaikeit baidl>'up C>tute lRed
Hotise ausi askedi for Melinde. I nia-
tîcat as 1 syct thrumgh the hal tuat

tût lîuoteîuuu svas saru threaithare
andithut ie steir cerpets 'sere in tue
sainue iocluil pight, ntiierviu.e tUst
platce svas muelu si t liait lcen Csva
yeara agu. Mchida's Cvîi sister met
lite in the hall. Tue>' vere sevruteen
cuit allumatas urtty as suis imabr-

sali. Marganet vins surlînisei toC sec
hua, anmulfiet ont a Imisuîpuu'iviilig
baud.
''Joluil '' aimacrcd-''yau?''

"Ves," 1 sait, "it's John. Yan
,heed't trv ta lbide the extrenie pleas-
,I"I -valu ledl at un> presence. I quite
tinicrsia. ybuar feelings. ilt Yeu
Cclli lfelinda ti..t, I 'sishi Ca sec lber
sione?"

?itirgaret gatitereit11,xsa sattereit

"MBehinula Iot," cie sait, avicett',
sunu>' hli'rt saule. 1 sut afrait I

'saslonniging for the fray. 1 urueit to
go, but I 'sas %vise cîough etthCus

.mniaiet ta looki over mît>' hiest. M-
Iitda 'as laieng iver the bauisters,

listeuing viLthî evideut ntrcst ta aur
livciy conversation.
"II thinle you îuîust hic iistaimcu," I
nnrmnurcit, politai>'. ''1ielinda Le jnst

camuîîg dosyn.1
Sîme itscetIded 'sitî a baugiug imasi

sait hurning checks, and iter a suat
but ailimateit discussion I fémnn iny-
sefaie inwiîth lier Lu he dlapidatet

aid schoa-rooium. I shun thic îoor sud
crossei t ta 'iere sIte stooîh hy the
wsidow.

'II caugratulate yon ou yonr suc-
cess,'" I sait.

Mlelinda avLdeutly exîectstore
"IVla-whuat do yanulean? 'simd

fattered. "Wliat auccss?''
1 smiltd. I"Tour saceess Lu geting

rit ai yonr lieadisrle, cf course. Vou
lokviuderful>' sveil tItis niaru-

She ddut quite umder;aIaid 'shether
aile 'sas sale or mot. Sbe toalici up
liqulrlugu>'. Ilsit 1found uitt yt?
nid i anspect? She tdu'nt vetumro t

espeak, but sue urneit an the irr'.-sis-
tibl i iie.

"I1 uni gîsit yau arc ijiite viel," 1
said eoaly, "for I alu ai raid >0u5
wiul fid what-I have ta say a ittie

tryîîmg. Von haitlibtter siC dovin.'
Mieihda lookeit friglîtene'h. Slie scat-

cd lierseli ounCie arlîlofai lut big, un-
idy soanuit idet iervouisi>'at Chic

floor Suliedllsial feeuit ad las
wuorc suicl pretty shiacs.

"lilstcui Ca me," I sait, gravcty.
hicior 'se' leave Cis noanu viehave

got ta cohue ta taris.
Siuo groanct. I"I kuavi yon're gaiug

ta be hirri," alie sait, inrvansly
roliug s shoot ai îmusic illo hehinL
hier lianit.

Tîlat aliet ai muusie remndei mue ai

soinctling. I Pulle thCie ht page ai
thie "'Tn Gee-gcc" ont ai niy pocliet
anuithîsucitt-i tbler.

"II thinl Chat s your property," I
sait.

Tlue sealet ai lie" cheks fadedaitad
alue starcit at me syth 'ida opta
cycs.

"Wlienc dit yon fiait10Lt?" ali ëdri.
"I wiii teii yaia hat laCer ou. t'irst

ai ail, Maeiluda, do yon Clilul youi
have trealted melue ai?"

"II cntld't heip t," ah. murmurait,

"TYonlnow iIt w'sut nie."
"Perlisamot," 1 sait. "At auy

thougt af auy anc but yanrselifatt
yaur lite. IC's no gond eoring the
noble ;e-scrificiig smative aven nie,
Mehînita, because t 'soult vasli. Von

have tliro'uvn une aven for I.couerd,
partly beccuuse lue hle a lot ai moue>'
to bu>' van expanlsive dresses sud dia-
mnancuthings, sud cautit gîve yon

a btg bonne, wivtli e lot ai servants ta
bas ver, and parti>' becanse yan are
ai'iays ufhicmmed by Chie persan 'sho
Lt neareat ta yan. 1 otuglt tCa bave

hînayn youu 'sere nsascal ns viater.
Yeni have mate a jolI>' mess af a

munts lite, sud yct yon eau lic per-
fecti> happy sud coiuîorabe."

Mehînda sigbct. "Thene neyer 'sas
a lmore unnlîppy girl Clan nie," slue
tait.

I langliait. "£hat's eti nonsense. Von
ac as pleset as yon eau bu bacante
twoa men arcstateLng theniselves mis-
-rail about yen. I do't lnovi vli>

wev -ýyou certaity are net 'sortit
t. I1'sisli-- >heaven, yon svecn't 80
coifonntcty pett.I"
T£bis acauraget IIida ta try Cthe

smile.
"Sa yon stihi thinie ne pretty, do

yon?" she sait, soitu>'.

PreCCyl I groanet iuviardiy, for I
linesv hat hoîvever plill> I sav Me-
linta's inuts sud liovever disgnsted
I vies vithtlber hîciievion, here 'sas
no miîstsleLug th. iet hat I1'sas
mtore lu love 'siChliber Clisu ever.
Prettyl

"Beides," she wuent on, l'yan are
mistakan. Thera La ont>' anesmani nis-
arabie about nie, eudthat is yon.
Leonard îs't niserabie. lie s ver>'
happy, as lideait lue onglt ta bc."

"Vas," 1 sait, grîmny i>he onglt
ludeedi But lie 'sa't bce for long."
P'oourIiîlisiual Chia thunterboît liait

faihen at lest.
"You-yo-" sue gaspeet- "o

ara gaing totall i b?"
"Vas," salitIl11"Iast, nlas--"'

l'Uniessa lit?" ca::ent> snatching,
et auy chance.

"Unesa"l-I spoke ver>'siavit>'--
"uniess yon break offi the engagement
anl uîanry ie."1

Meinta gaspeit.
"Jobl" siec cet, "yon arc tdl

blanny yan? Alter ahi this?"
"Yan," I sait, Cnyîug ta speali 'uith

a cahiuessa dut not el, 'uimarr>' se.
1 tare se>' yen ant surpisetl that I

mhould it te ta uuny yon uasv that
1 bave founît ont yonr rue character,

but Lu spite ai cvcrything I cane for
yan marc hien auytîiiîg Lu Che'sontd,

eu It itu Cahave yon Lu the eut."
Meinda heugleit iefianti>' anitrosa

ta go.l"Thtis i% Cao nucli," stuc sait.
"TYon bave gone a littie Can tar, ni>

tear John. I ai cugagei t ta Lon-
art. Voul are perfecti>' idicutonsi I
have pranuisaîi otarmy film."

"Promise!s," sait 1, "are essityu
brolian."1

M.eiuda Isuglicitagain l"This Ipiom-
se 'sut lbc liqt," stucsait. "Gond

lieavenasi sar>' you, sitar ail the
trouble I batl about it heure. Von
ana cetaini>' niait. YV a laitasitua-
Closn licu, 'sith aasinil salar>', vile
navi - yen are sitipiy doing uathLnig.'
What do yan propos. Ca dotC aa
yonr ilviuig?"

"As yon sas>," sait 1, "uotiig."
"lAhI" sait MeliLia, 1"1 honglit sa.

No, haule yon. If yon think myni>'Ltai
ai happines Labreait sut cheese suit

'lisses, andit ot even a certainty
about hat, youu are nilatahen."'

1 emileit. "Cther. mîglit b.ceaioutt
ab;outChe breat amit eeee1 Isait.

' M el i a ' ta mupe it her fon t. " Oh l l"
lh. skit, I"ynt are perenti> ridîcu-

,lousf,' Iotiîcane svhu't voeit -t'eIt
=0îiul fyo lk Il. vonIt bel!ev
yuyo '90v. joroat."

'I.eonard will be!icve nie," 1 re-
plied, elanily. "He I.ts leiwun me as
loni, as lhe las luowu Yeuî, aud ho
lcnosvs that I et teast arn to, be trust-
cd. Besides, you have forgotten onio
littlc thinir. or perliapa you didn't
knasv Lt. 1 have stili the last letter
you wvrote taenie - the letcer break-
iug off our engagement. That was not
ainong the others, 1 carry it about

wilh ne. And aniother tliug, Leon-
ard bias sanie pretty distinct notions
about bonor. 1 don't tbiuk lie would
inarry a girl svho - svcll, to saY the
least of Lt. is unscrilputaus enougli ta
rifle a uian's private desk. . That sheet
of minc iefouîd i n y roolu - wlth
blr-. Leceh as svîtness - is proof

And then Melinda saw ,that the,
gaine was up. abc sank into the,
corner of the shabby sof a and begani
ta ery; aud, as I said before, I can re-
sîst Mletinda iu any niood but this
anc. I sat dowu b.side bier and slip-

lied niy arîn round bier wals t.
"Mlua'I. satd, 'elon't cry. The.

gaine is ccttaiuly up, but tbere's no
reason 'wb> we sbonldn't bave a frcsfi
shufie and deal agafil. 1t suili bie ail
tbe casier for a fuil knawlcdge ai
cacit otncr's cards."

Vthre -. as un aulsser but a sob. 1,
tried te sc lier face, but Lt vas lier-
led in the red sofa eusliiou.

"Yeoloaw, «2elinda," -1 said,
gravely, 'liow nincl 1 bave ai'vays
carcd for yaîî. You knaw tbat fi
you don't have nie nty vbole Ille fa
ruined. I1nmade îîtî îy siid ta b.e
gencrous last nighit andt ta bur ail
your letters, sud wbeu 1 gat ini and
found that yenhlid taiccu then, 1 re-
gistcrcd a vow tbat far the future 1
would play for niy otvn baud atone.
Von shall neyer niarry Leanard Crwe
-that 1 ssveatl 1 can't farce yau ta
uîarry nie against your Will, but 1
eau aud svitl prevent yau decelviug
film. Von don't play fair, bte1inj."

Melinda nioved a littlc. I coulee
aneceyc and a littie pink,.,esxr,

IIam nent reahi liai(, as. Iqrrid as
you thinhe," site safd, -Diit,,abf -Johin,
I do saeliate beiug pon" I

I tried ta turu bier face.
III helieve yon tike me better thau

Leonard, alter ail," salî 1. smiuling a
little.
'fli sobbiig liad stappeit. Metinda

svas evidentty considering.
"Tellthe truth for once," 1 per-

sisted. Is Lt Leanard yaii are crying
for?"

StURInoanaswer.
"rdleiindal"I
Stitl silence.
"'DarlinZ 3Melinui
There ¶vss a cbolîcug sounit fionl

the cushion. It cauidn't bic tbat she
was laughiugi

".It is notliug ta, laugli at," 1 said,sternly.

JI sislî you tcrent poor,II hisp-
ced Mulinda.
I toali tbe littie swhite baud and

touchcd Leoîîard's gorgeons diam'ond
rinig.

"11 atn gaiîîg,&ta take this off," 1
saiel.

Mehinda xized deepty, but niade no
abjection, 'n 1 gcutiy lpped L t away
from lier linger.

"II mnt nt poar," I salit. "1 bave
pteu' i i ouy for bath of us. The

SonthAfricau rallways were, a suie-
cem, alter ail, sud I ulleInk1c eaven

gosafr as a dfatnand ring, Metin-.

L Then ut tast ,%le raîsed'hîer bead,
aud* once mtore the irresitîhe anille
svas for nie ahane.

"Dear, sue vbisprd, tedery, "hav lvei vn al nylite. 1 have,

bec d ey folsî I kuo, but if yu.

'sut fourîv nem i l nye, ipose
deeiv e meuall.

,i '1 41. MlluL di noluipas.o
upon nyudn
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