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W hoever wishes to have a clear understanding of England's case
agamst the Boer oligitrechy, and to be able to answer intelhyeatly
and furty the many questions which acse about the causes of the
present war, should read Me. Fitzpatrick's book.  The woter v a
South \frican by birth, has lived m the Transvaal since 1884, and
was ~ecretary of the Reform Committee in Johannesbury at the
ume of the Jameson Raid,
case for the Outlander. It was wwritten in August, 1896, in the hope
of temoving the very grave misundeestandings  which  existed
concernmng the occurrences of 1895 6 in the Transvaal, and the
conditions which led up to them; but its publication was delayed for
three veats by the bond which the reformers were requited to give
on then release from prison, May 3oth, 1896, * for the term of three
vears, neither directly nor indirectly, to meddle in the internal or
external politics of the South African Republie.”  In June, 189q, the
book, as first written, was privately circulated, and in September it
was published, with the addition of several chaptees, treating of
tater events.  In his preface, the author says: ** The readeris not
wvited to believe that the case is presented  in

He calls his book a presentation of the

form as
it mght have been presented by an impastial historian. It s
the Transvaal from  within, by one who feels all
and indugnity of the position.”

We would then not unnaturally be prepared for a somewhat
passionate and intemperate appeal for our sympathies, but the catm
and reasonable statement of facts that meets us isin itself & strong
argument for the justice of the cause. The facts themeelves are
so dammning to the Boer government thit no violence is called for in
their presentation,

From the closely woven narrative dealing with matters of the
keenest interest, it is difficult to select passages for quotation, and,

such

the injustice

while presenting a few extracts, we confidently refer our readers to
the volume itself for a satisfactory consideration of the whole subject.

“Htas not too much to say,” writes Me Fitzpatrick, ¢ that the
vt mjority of peaple in Eurcepe and America are indebted 10 Dr.
Jameson lor any knowledge which they may have acquired of the
Transwvaal and its Uitlander problems., disordered
howledize, and perhaps it is not unnatural that they should in a
manner share the illusion of the worthy sadlor who, after attending
divme service, assaulted the first Isractite he met becinse he had
only Just heard of the crucifinion. .\ number of worthy peaple are
still disposed 1o excuse many things in the Transvaal because of the
extreme provocdation given by the Jameson Raid.”™  The restricions
upon Emglish education are considered to be ** not unnaturad when
one remembers the violent attempt 1o swamp the Dutch.” The
evcessne armaments are held to be ¢ entirely justifiable, considering
what has happened.”  The buitding of forts is ** an ordinary precau-
tion. Ihe prohibiting of public mectings is *“ quite wrony, of coutse,
but can you wonder at it?” Many of these worthy people will no
doubt {ewen with pained surprise that all these things were amony
the Cases which led to the reform movement of 1893-0, and are not
the conseguences of that movement as they erroneously  suppose,
The I'ress Law and Public Meetings  Act had been passed: arms
had b onimported and ordered m tens of thousands ; machine guns
and o antines of ammunition also; forts were beag built, the
suppee sson of all private schools had been  advocated by D,
Mansvon —all long, lonyg before the Jameson Raid.”

Their's is a

O the Boer soldiers, rawding st farm i the northern past of

Uapn wony, s reported to have sand: ** We dont mimd Rbuodes,
but v« us ofd Franduse: thats the man we want. And thes
diuse s the attitude of the majonity of Boers tow.irds tie extensaon
of Lo undhise. Thas subject, complicated as it is by tha many

and | .cuhiar ghanges in the laws, is clearly set farth by Mr.
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Frizpatsich,
the Hoose of Commons, July 28, 18%g9: * On May 1oth, 1881, at a
cvonference between topresentatives ot he Majesty and tepresent-
atives of the Transvaal, the president, Sir Hercules Robinson, asked

He quotes tiom a speech made by Mr, Chamberlain i

this question: Before annexation haa British subjects complete
freedom of trade thioughout the Transvaal?  Were they on the
sitme tooting as burgheds of the Teansvaal ? ’

“Mr. Kinger tephed : They were on the same footing as the
butyhers,

.

*Sie Ho Robison: T presume you wall not object 1o that con-
tingingr,  Me. Krager: No,
cverybody,

There will be equal protection tor

*Sue Evelyn Wood: Aad equat priviteges?

“Mrs Kruger: We make no difference, so far as busgher rights
are concerned. There may, perbaps, be some slight difterence in
the case o a youny person whao has just come o the country,”

Now there is o distinet promise given by the man who was
president of the Transvaal State that, so far as burgher rights were
concerned, they made and would make no difference whatever
between burghers and those who cimein. The root of the difficalty
which Fhave been descubing hes in the fact that this promise has
not been kept

10 1876 was passed the first law on buirgher and electoral rights,
and this remained in foree bl 1882, * By it the possession of landed
propetty, or ehe tesidence for one year, quahfied the settler for full
burgher privileges.™  In 882, 1890, 1391, 1892, 1893, successive
Jlaws and jamendments were passed limiting electoral rights. Finally,
0 1504 law supersedigg all others left the matter i this position

*The immigoant, after fourteen years' probation, during which
he shall bave given up iy own countey and have been politically
cmasculited, wd having obtained the age of at feast forty vears,
would have the prvitedze of obtdiming burgrher rights, should he be
willing and able to induce the wajorty of a hostde clique o petition
in writing on his behalt,

¢

and should he then escape the veto of the
president and execeutive.”

*Ina8g3 a petition signed by upwards of 13,000 aliens m favor
of granting the extension of the franchise was received by the Raad
with greeat laughter,

But notwithstanding this discouragement,
during the following vear & monster petition was sygned by 33,483
Uitlanders -men of an age and of sufficient education to qualify
them for a vote in any country. The only reponse made to this
appead was a iemet riveting of the bonds,

Mro Fitzpatinck speaks i wanm terms ot the few progressive
Grelatively speahig) members ot the Valkstaad who opposed the
president on this measure, and veports fully in the appendix the
speeches of those members of the committee who favored the
extension of the toanchise,

The atttude of the president throughout i illostrated by the
following passages :

*When vemonstrated with on this subject of the refusa) of 1he
franchise, the president, who was inhis own house, stood up, and
leading tus adviser by the aaom, walked into the middle of the streot
and pointed to the Transvaal lag vy over the government bld-
ings, savingg: *You see thiat flag U U1 grant the frianchise 1 may as
well pull it down,’

*When, before resortingg to extieme measares to obtain what the
Uitlanders «h:cmnl to be then bare rghts, the inal appeal or
dedlaration was made on Bovng Day, 1893, in the form of the
manifesto published by the the  National  Union,
President Kragzer, after an attentive consideration of the document

Yes, they'il

chiurman of

as transtated to hum, remarked gomdy e These sights !
et them over my dead body.” *

In dealing 1w committee with the petiion spoken of abosve, the
president sand . He lad beca told by these people that 4 you take
us on the same van with vou, we caniot overturn the van without
hatiing outselves as wellas yous ad that was true 5 “Waar, the
president continued, they conld pull anway the temy wnd deeve the
van along i different route.’”

How needful it wap that the reins should be pulled away ie



