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-crowd the tanks of the bar. The shortest possible
stature is considered no0 disqualification, wbilst
woolly-headedness, effeminacy of intellect, defec-
tive articulation, and the utter absence of the
logical faculty, present nu difficulties to the mind
-of the youug aspirant or bis guardians. A large
number of barristers are, beyond doubt, unsuitedl
in every way to the profession; but, again, many,
ýadmirablY adapted for it, are without private
means; too frequently have nu idea of earning
money outside their -vocation; and, worn ont by
the cares of existence, sink into the condition
which revealed itself to Mr. Justice Byles, There
are, however, liard cases, which no0 foresigbt conld
pro-vide against. The increase i the number of
'barrîsters, rnany bcbng the near connections of
attorueys, scatters the work (already in proceas
of being scattered by 'legisiation) relating to
county courts. To seli causes is attributable
the bare appearance of man y a table in the Temple
once well covered with profitable business. Sound
lawyers, of acknowledged capatity aud experi-
,ence, are unemployed; and this fact it is, to whiich
we would principally call the attention of under-
.graduates, and men already in professions whicb
tbey desire to leave. A livelihood ls not to bie
got ont of sessions wbere there are on tbe average
two counsel to une prisoner; nor out of circuits,
sa-ve to the favoured few, where there are fre-
-quently tbree times as many (oni the Home circuit
we should eay ten times as mn'any) counsel as there
are causes. London business is lu the biauds of s.
score of prominent men, but the cause liste are
salowly dwiudling to insignificant proportions."

The picturo here presented is wretched in
the extreme; and although it wonld bc exag-
geration to say that it le fully true in this
-country, it is only a question of time and of
degree evant with us. A fcw men carry off the
prizes by dint of force of intellect and perse-
vering industry. A large number, of less
capacity, make a decent living by a careful
attention ta business. But others, again, eke
ýout a miserable existence (and especially
iniserable in that they have tu keep up a
respectable appearance) by stray cuits and
odds and suds of business, until, fortunately
for tbemselves, lhey are com-pclled by want
to turu to soma other more congenial and pro-
fitable employmient.

Afler thus taking a waruing from the desti-
tute position of sorne of our brethron ln
England, we turu fromn the unpltasant picture
we have been couternp]ating, to another malter
ofintcrest to the profession in Ontario, aud that
ias to the propriety of a division of labour.

lIn Englaud, each branch of the profession
undertakes a distinct field, and individuas
attach themuselvss taoune or other, as inclina-
tion or accident may determine. lu the-Uuited
States, thiugs in tbis respect are xnuch the
sanie as witb us ; but the following remarks,
taken from the American Lato Timnes, show
that the subject bas received corne thought
there, and the obscrvations of the writer con-
tain corne useful hints for us:

"The tendency of the members of the profession
towards the specialties, wbicb le, we think, un-
maistakeable, la a most forlunate condition, and une
wbich we hope mnay develope into a permanent
mile. As law is 'the muet learned of ail arts'-an
art in its grandeet, broadest, and the best sense-
its practice should be governed, in sorne degre
at least, by the saine principles thiat experience
has demonstrated to be almost essential ln those,
arts which are recognised as sncb. It would eeem
to be an îmnpropriety lu a painter or scuiptor ta
work lu two distinct fields, or to allempt lu com-
bine two well deflued schools in a single creation.
The Michael Angelos of the past are few lu nnm-
ber; and if their splendid successes afford any
ground for regret, it le that tbeir po'vers were
possibly distracted, and flot directed toward the
aecomplisliment of une idea.

" The space of a single life le flot long enough
ta enable even the most subtie aud active mind
to digest the wonderful aud complex propositions
wbich meet it at e-very turn in ite wanderings
through the labyrintb of learuing which. niale up
' the temple of ltce law.' The muest patient and
conscieutions labour inust fail, unless it be directed
toward the exploration of a epecial part These
truthe are pregnant wilh instruction, and are
producing their result8. Even aI this early day
,lu ur history, we find that wherever a specialty
can be successfully adopled, Ibere are lawyers of
ability wbo seize upon the oppurtunity, sud make
it their own.

"luI nearly ail of ur cilies we discover that there
are certain eminent firme who confiue theniselves
tu a single lins of practice, or divide their business,
eacli partuer having coutrul of a particular subject.
WVe have endeavonred to obtain data which would
illustrate howv far the above le true, aud learn of
110 lese than twelve or more subjes wbich have
been reeorted to as specialties; some of them by
yong lawyers whose career bas litIle more than
commenced, and others by those wlio bave grown
grey lu the courts. We note particnlarly the
following: Admiralty, Patents, Insurance, Testa-
mentary Law, Real-Estate Law, Commercial Law,
l3aukruptcy, Crimainal Law, Corporation Law,
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