
Tiii Busiiy-TAILI!ED WOOD RAT 0F B'IT. COLUMIBIA.

other things f rom the pigstye, and stable etc. which are carefully avoided
I)y ail but Esquimaux dogs and Busby-tailed Wood-rats. Wood-rats
object to being caughit in the coninin spring traps, but 1 don't think it
hurts t.bern very mnucti fromn the way iii whicb they will drag a trap about

with a ten pounid -weigbt attacbed to it and by anotber sign of their
apparent insensibility to pain wlîicb lias cor-ne uinder niy notice.

I camped one stormny iiight forty miles froin tbe nearest inhabited
boube, in a trapper's old deserted cabin; of course the.e %vas the inevitable
rat to be considered and tie first tbing bie did %vas to take mny soap) off tbe

table and carry it off to bis nest. I found it tbere and next day took it
to the strearn ioo yards awvay left it tbere for safety, but next day
sure einougb, tbere it was back again in tbe nest

WVel, tbis l3usb-rat gave us no rest at ail. He was like a devil
tuirned loose ail nigbit, and I sat on rny blanket in tbe middle of the floor
trying to, sboot bini by tbe ligbit of a flickering candle witb a Lee-

Mvetford rifle. A friend %vas trying to sleep) in a bunk in tbe but.
At last I got a sbot and made sure tbat I biad bit bini, bnit I could not
find bis body, as bie seenied to faîl down a bole. Fifteen
minuteý later my friend cried out tbat lie biad birn bctiveen bis
knees. ,%s you vnay very weUl believe, 1 lost no imie in squaring our

accouint and was flot surprised to find tbat iny siiot Iiad cut off one front

leg iig'n up at tlîc sliould2r. Yet tînt rat for five minutes l)efore lus
capture wvas racketing round over every tliing just as tbougbi notbing
wvas the iaatter witb liiii.

Every trapper and prospector in tbe miuntains lias many and

cxtraordinary stories to tell of the Buslîy-tailed rats and I find îio
difficulty in believing aIt I arn told but perbaps some of the stories
would n.ot go dowvn in the east.

Tbis year I bad to leave nîy lîouse for a fcw rnontlîs ancd four Busb-
rats got into it. Thle statL- of tbat bouse ifter a nîontb) witb thern for

tenants was indescribable on niy return
Tbere were six four-gallon coal oit cans full of cactus taken out of the

dining room; there wvere remains of bundreds of specirnens of ny butter-
flies whicli had been left neatly l)acked away in paper envelopes
scattered ail over the floor, dowvn in the cellar, up in the attic, in fact


