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HEfollowing pages are taken from the admirable
letter recently written by His Grace Archbishop
Begin, of Quebec, to the UJrsulines of that city, on

the occasi'on of the two hundredth anniversary of the intro-
duction into Canada of the devotion to the Sacred Heart :

" Students of the history of the Church note a marvellous
fact which stands out in bold relief ail through ber career.
In every age, when men's piety weakens and tepidity gains
:grcund, God intervenes in a special manner, and raises Up,
either by providential action or by miraculous manifesta-
tion, powerful devotions. Trhese devotions are elways as
old as Christianity in matter ; in formn alone they are new.
They are designed to move men's hearts; to rekindie the
sacred fire of divine love on eartn, and to be a u.eans which
God enxploys to distribute throi.ighout the world the nurn-
berless graces which He has merited and prepared for us.
The action of Jesus Christ, i-ir Divine Pontiff, is varied,
fruitful and inexhaustible. This will stand out clearly if
we consuit the great traditions of piety in the Church.

" What was the chief devotion during thc' first four cent-
uries, that is, up to the tinie of the peace of the Church
under Constantine the Great? fI was the devotioa to the
Good Shethe7d. Under the guise of a Shepherd, our Divine
Lord presented Himself to souls, the better to draw theni to
Him. The aspect whic:h touched men's hearts most was
that of a God made mnan, who had corne down from heaven
to earth to seek strayed sheep, and to gather them into oee


