
Editorial.

too, strong a strain on their fa.ith to regard tliis as a blessing.
Indeed it seeins to soine, almo.st a profanation of preaching and
bordering on the burlesque. -*to somie students this inetliod adds
littie or notliing to the ordinary sermon task. But the great
maa ority neyer prepare their sermons in this %vay, and some
wvouId lind it utterly iaz.posgible to, do so. Somne write and read.
,Most write and deliver in substance fromn memory or by the aid
of notes. But the Guthries are as rare nowv as of old wvho mnemor-
ise serinons. The question arises :-What useful purpose ean
suchi a requirement serve ? Surely it wvi11 not be supposed that
et student will beconie so enamoured of the new method, tried but
once amid the mnost, discouraging circuinstances, as to adhere to
it in after life. E;en tlioughi lie should, is it quite, certain that
the method, is thie best ? We seriously question it. WVe doubt
even the temnporary advantgce of sucli an exercise. Is there any
special mient in being able to, commit a sermon to, iemory ani
recite it iii the uiinspiring atmosphere of at spitrsely populated
class-rooim?

WVe conceive the main purpose of such an exercise as prepar-
ing sermnons in college is to, test a student ivitia regard to, his
ability in thinking out and throwing his t,&houglits into, logical
and homiletical, shape. The delivery of a sermon is n..> smiall
inatter, and we (Io not, dreami of disparaginge it. But in pursuing
the new or even the old miethod of delivery, very littie can be
learned by the Professor as to the real inanîmer in whichi the
reader or reciter delivers his sermon, wvhen in the presence of a
congregation -,yiipatlitetic and rewdy to, hear. The chances of
judgingr are niuch lessened by the niew method. The ordeal is so,
uttcrly unusual and einbarrassing to ncarly aIl,thiat thie mnost criti-
cul Professor canot forim any adequate concept-ion of thc muan-
ner iu w1iich the preacher wouit deport linself iii more inspiring
enviroument.

A suggestion lias been made that instead of preaching to the
class the student be required to deliver his sermion to one of the
city congregations' in tlic preseuce of one or more of the Profes-

lor lâlEinburgh this practice obtains and it seeins to us to,
imeet the case mnuch better than the nethod Nve are criticizing.

If we have, failed to grasp the real cause for this unpopular
change we hope somne une wlvI turn on the light.


