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SOME FACTS ABOUT NORTH FORMOSA MIS.
SION.—OXFORD COLLEGE,

The Rev. Dr. Mackay, of Formosa, says:
This year 1 have given five months solid
teaching without a break, At times nearly al!
the preachers, including the two native pas.
tors, were present, and studied often till past
midoight.  Besides, thete were twenty students
abways on hand,

Qur subject was the Bible—our text-book
the Bible=-not swritten werks on it so much,
but the Grand Old Revelation iself,

1 teach salvation through the blood of Christ
alone—-no human speculations—no new or
old isms—no new Theology ever to take the
place of Chiist and Him crucified is what 1
teach. And this not because 1 was taught so
in youth merely. No, I deny it, and claim to
know up to date, 1888, what the speculations
and objections to Christianity are throughout
Great Britain, Germany, France and America.
Every mail brings something about these
utterances of would-be scientists and pretended
leaders in the world of thought, etc. But as
firecrackers were let off Ly thousands of
Chinese boys long before Europe began to
make a great ado about the discovery of gun.
powder, so it is intensely interesting to observe
how time after time views held in this very
China ages ago are diessed up, clothed to
suit modern style, and palmed off as the phil-
osophical ideas of the nineteenth century.

Edward Von Hartmann says :—* There are
in the philosophical systems of the Hindoos
and Chinese vet anlifted treasures, in which
we are often surprised to find anticipated the
results of many thousand years of Western
development.” 1t is a study to observe how
the same writer walks through a long line of
European philosophers, striking now to the
right, now to the left, and showing one to be
“ faithless,” one ‘self-contradictory,” one
“ his odious prejudice against Schelling ;” an-
other, * but now comes the weak side of Leib.
nitz's theory of unconscious ideas;” and still
another, “unfortunately Kant did not attain
the same degree of insight, etc.” Enough, and
more than enough. To a fellow away out
here, separated in a large measure from west-
ern society, a very natural question arises,
Which is the true philosuphy of the day? Not
which is held by such and s'ich a celebrated
Weriter, or taught in such and such a university.
In a word, not which is taught by sach and
such a school, but which is the true and right
onc? Is it Materialism or Spiritualism? Is
it Idealism or Realism? Whichismisit? 1
have as good a right to my views as any other
mortal treading this revolving globe ; and be-
lieve, hold,preach andteach thetruephilosophy
is that of Jesus Christ. .

f have been nearly seventeen years in close
contact with Buddhism—the darkness of Asia,
eic., in the midst of Tauism and its vagaries,
and battling against Confucianism and its ap-
plauded morality, and repeat, have wiutched
with eagerness the theories and speculations
of men in the west; and if 1 am a fool, so be
it; but I glory in Jesus Christ and Him
crucified. Yes, glory in the ,cross of Christ !

It is the old gospel that is taught here, A
sweeter and more glorious time (revelling in
God’s revelation during the past five months)
I neverenjoyed. \When my subject was Jesus
of Nazareth, for five days in succession, prea-
chers and students had moist eyes. [ addres-
sed them five times every day, und in addition
had evening meetings for review, etc.

Al in the College are professed believers in
Christ, and all are preparing to go forth and
preach His Gospel. ‘That, indeed, is the ex-
press purpose for which the College was es-
1zblished. Whether in the College since its
erection, or in our old College (having the
heavens for its roof), I personally trained all
these preachers and students withaut having
received one hour's assistance from any for-
cigner sent from Canada.

GIRLS’ SCHOOL..

All the girls at present attending are the
children of Clristian parents—parents who
bave to work from morning till night for a liv-
ing. The girls are taught Bible truths; to
1ead and write Romanized collaquial; 1o make,
mend, and wash their own clothes ; 10 weigh,
prepare, and cook their own food ; to remem-
ber mothers and girlsin Canada who deny
themselves to help them ; to know all lands
and the difference between girlg in datk
heathendom and free Christendom. . Parents

=

CANADA PRESBYT

[AN COMMONION SET

: Extra Heavy

In many cases congregations find it dilicult to get u suitable Communion Set at a moderate price.
terms as will place it within reach of any congregation in the country.

FOR A CLUB OF
AT $2.00 EACH,

Quadruple Plate. :

)
.

40 NAMES 4

2
>

sl

We offer theabove set on such

Forty subscribers at $2.00 cach can be obtained anywhere fora

first-class, old established, family paper like THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN ; and a fow hours work secures the Communion Set,

without the extra expenditure of a dollar,

Congregations getting up a club on the above terms will find the goods exactlv as represented, as they will be manufactured exprossly
to our order ; and will consist of SIX pieces, viz.: Baptismal Font, two Plates, one Flagon, two Cups.

The names sont need not be from any one Post Oftice, and may be forwarded as obtained, stating they are for a club to receive Com-
munion Set, which, wheun the full number of names is received, will be securely boxed and sent by Express.

PRESBYTERIAN PRINTING & PUBLISHING CO.,

5 JORDAN STREET, -

TORONTO.

come and are jubilant over the training given
their daughters; all being so practical and
useful. I erected the building of solid stone
work, with money given by the Woman’s For-
eign Missionary Society.

MACKAY HOSPITAL.

Built with money given by Mrs. Mackay,
of Windsor, in memory of her husband, Capt.
Mackay—hence the name. The design of
this hospital is to give free medical treatment
to any individual—heathen or Christian—who
is suffering in body. During 1887, in all 8,304

atients were treated by A. Rennie, Esq,
M.B., C.M., Community Doctor, Tamsui.

CHURCHES.

There ate now fifty in number, and are so
arranged that all North Formosa is in a sense
occupied. LAm-hong-0 on the East Coast,
near So-bay, is the most southern point of our
field, and just there a natural barrier arises,
almost perpendicular, several hundred feet in
height, then stretches higher and kigher still,
culminating in a lofty mountain range where
savages roam and still defy the * Braves™ of
China to keep open a track for communication
further south. On the west side, the chapel at
Aii-ling is only a day's walk from the limita.
tion of our field.  If the object be to visit our
stations then every night can be passed in a
chapel ; there would be no need of entering
filthy, dark and damp Chineseinns, 1 person-
ally opened the fifty stations, renled every place
that was ever used fora place of worship, dusis
every chapel that was ever erected in North
Formosa, and personally repaived chapels
times without number. Some of the buildings
are stone—solid, beautiful and attractive.
Others are made of bamboo poles, thatci:ed
with grass. Besides these, we have them of
all kinds of materials, sizes, and plans. ] be-
lieve in plain, clean and economical buildings
on the whole for the entire field.

If you sent millions of dollars. 1 for one
would objectto immense cathedral-like edifices
covering bur district. I put up a /e good
neat substantial chapels for a purpose. Accord.

ing to my judgment the best thing that could

have been done at the time, when all the cir-
cumstances are duly weighed ; and now time
has already proved I judged correctly.

I painted the British flag on several of the
spires. YA few persons thought I made a mis.
take. Not so thought British consuls heré

and Chinese officials ; the latter said nothing
conld be more open and manly. Thers is no
use pretending British Consuls have nothing
to do with chapels in connection with British
missionaries. That is what Chinese disliite ;
knowing full well from the past that ifa chapel
is destroyed the Consul will be appealed to.

Didn't I get $10,000 from the Chinese Gov-
ernment because England had something to
say with respect to destruction of chapels here?
and with that sum did I not erect those sub-
stantial stone churches on which I painted the
old flag? To suppose that the painting of
such on a few spires would cause crowds to
join us from improper motives, looking simply
for Consular or British protection, is false. Jt
has had no such effect. 1 have had no Consular
cases for three years,

On a few spires I also painted the “Burning
Bush.” Surely 1 need not tell the reason why.
I put up the few spires because there was an
opportunity which might not be repeated in
twenty ycars to come. I, therefore, erected
them, shot through * feng-shuy,” pierced all
other superstituous intluences, aud made the
spires overtop the highest peak of the highest
temple, and thus point heavenwards, and be
landmarks for miles around the towns and
cities in which they stand, and all this without
a word of complaint from swaggering literati,
toiling peasant, or superstitious devotee
How styange to hear the heathen to-day boast
that the highest and prettiest spire is in their
town. These spires, as a matter of fact, cost
little comparatively (there being materials
over), and yet they day by day silently pro-
claim the perpetuity of the Lord’s work in
Northern Formosa?

NATIVE MISSIONARIES,

The first native missionary here is my first
convert, A-Hoa {Rev. Giaim Chheng Hoa).
Take him all in all as alabourerin any depart-
ment of the work here—take him as a preach-
er, teacher, adviser, cte.—tike him for tact,
shrewdness and intellectual power, I canno
conceive of 2 man coming from Canada and in
fen years of hard work being able to £l his
place. This is no blind admiration for him,
but the 1esult of sixteen years' almost daily in.
tercourse in the battle field.

Beginning with him as the first, there are
actually fifty besides, all trained men (even in
practice of medicine)who fill the fifty churches.

Each with his family lives in rooms attached
to the chapel.

All labour more or less in relieving bodily
suffering throughout the week, and preach the
Gospel of Christ every Lord’s Day, Someare
able to have prayer-meetings and give addres-
ses on difterent lands, etc., on weck evenings.
Salaries vary from about $100 to $150 a year.
which is good pay, but only sufficient to keep
them and their families out of poverty, and
themselves respectable as teachers and preach-
ers in the midst of their fellow-men,and have a
little to rely on for the numerous ills through
which they are continually passing year by
year. Now in the present stage of this mis-
sion, these men must be removed from station
to station. Nothing here is so expensive as
the vemoval of themselves, families, baggage,
etc.

Rev. John Ross, of the United Presbyterian
Church of Scotland Mission, Moukden, has a
splendid article in the Chinese Recorder for
January, on native agents, in which he says:
“The Christian Church in other lands is eager
to preach the gospelto the Chinese. When
those other lands support a converted China-
man, able and ready to give himself wholly to
this work, they carry out their purpose quite
as much as by supporting a native of the von-
tributing countryto preach in China.? These
are the views [ have held from the heginning;
at times subjected to criticism enough. The
native missionaries here are also well aware
of the different plans and methods for prosecut-
ing mission work, not only in the eighteen pro-
vinces of China, but also in India, Japan,
Africa, and Isles of the Seas; and all from ob-
servation.and experience maintain that the
plans pursued in this mission cannot be sur-
passed in their adaptability toits wants, con-
ditions, ctc., by any other known to them ; for
they have seen one lang unbroken line of suc-
cess from 1872 to 1888.

I have found these men kind and true during
all my trials, sufferings and sicknesses.

A revival of Hinduism is taking olace in
Madras Presidency, India. In the past the
Hindus have looked on " the efforts of the mis-
sionaries with gontempt or indifference. Now
they are becoming alarmed at the progress of
Christianity, and are opposing it by every
means in their power. They have formed
“preaching societies,” and “tract societies,”
and are fighting for Hinduism by the methods
which have proved so effective for the spread
of Christianity in the hands of the missioparies,




