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the field af one ai aur iMost important missions, and
ai the labours ai the greater part af aur lady milssion,.
.fies. iiy a series ai providential movements, niiose
stary reads mare like a romance than sober bistory,
God had establiied in the very heari of India tlie
supreifi paner ai Christinro, Protestant Lngland. lie
had donc this by me.ans ai the East I adia Company
a miost selflil, godless corporation - whase directors
sO hated riissions thnt they iaid they Ilwould railher
sec a band ai devîls than a band o ai issianaries get

e a ioothold in India," but
God maves ilA a niysicrious nay

o Ilis woi'ders ta performn.
Ailie plants lits fooisteps in thie sea
c And rides Aipun the sturni.

By tilt hotrrrs ai the scpoy rMutiny lie brauglît
England ta lier senses, showing what class ai lier In-

O dian subjects were niost loyal, and henceforîli mission
wotk was nlot oaly tolerated, but encouraged on 1 ndia.

Thse doar was thus opened hy wîsîch the n ai
0 india cauld ho reached witlî the Gospel, but nIas!

for the ooco,oo0,0 ai women and girls sunk in utter
ignorance and degradation--ane-sixtlî ai the>e wid-
ows, ai these, ga,ooo umîder ton years ai age. 0f the

d norld ai woful moaning involved on thîs sîntemoent we
are beginuing nn ta forin same idea. To use the
words ai Serolîturo, their dsvolliiig-plat;e ivas "a land

Y of darkncss, as darkness iuscd, and ut tlic shidow ai
death, witisout any order, and nisere tlie hglit os as

d darknessl' Regnrdiag these, yeu have hecard tise tes-
.îmany of Dr. I>uft aiter onany years ai toll on India:

t -i can no mort rcach the igh-caste ivomen ai
53 lnla witis the uospel than 1 cauld scale a wall
e ai brass fiity cubîts high.' Our beloved mîssîonary,

Mrsj. NIurray Mitchell, in the early yoars ai bier lofe
in india, could anly get permirsian ta spenk a Ion
hurried nvords ta tisese poor prisoners îhraugh the

f haii.closed shutters ai tise zenana, but non, what bath
d - od nrought ? - Ho bath donc great things for us,

g whereoi ne are glad,' marvellaus tbings -w.hicis ne
laoked flot for! 1rhey tell us that aur embroidery
needle nas the neapan nsicis tise Lord first used ta
open tise gate ai brass, set on thse waîl ai adamant !
However tisat may bo, thousancîs ai zenanas are ta-
day opencd ta lady missionaroos and tise deep noces-
satles of tisese, aur sosters, hungry, thorsty, sîck and on

e prison, non for the tîrst tomie brougbt within aur reacis,
are God's vuice oit ai the claud ta the Christian iva-
mon af Gospel lands, sayîng, MNy work os to ho donc
litore, and dotte by yau ; 1 have prepared the work for

* you, and laid it ready.to your band. Arise, and whaî
Y your bands " flnd ta do, do witis your igsî." Y'u

will have observed that ail tise 'l ivnderful works ai
* God"» at nîsîcl ne bave been looking arc on!y H is

preparing thse way ai Hîs messe ngers.
Even mare amaistig and mare glariaus are the won-

ï dors Ho bas wrougist by metans af the Gospel la the
midst ai heathen people. Sucb are thse transformia-
lions ai character tront tise vîleness and ferocity of
thse lowest savage ta ail that os saînîly and <.,rist-
lîke. On tisos subject Dr. A. T. 1>orson says -."Tise
noblest cxaonples of seit-denial-separatoon unie God
-passion for souls, singleness af afin, evangelistic
zeal and lîberal syàtematoc giving, which have been
found duriag tiss century, have been the autgrowîis
oi mîssîoriary fields. Thse non canverts tram tise
ma5t degraded tribes have aiten put ta sisaie tise
ries fruits ai aur Christian civilizatoon."

And aoîv, what saitis tise vaîce out ai tise cloud ta
cach anc ai us this afternoon ? IlSpoak, Lord, for Tisy
serants isear. Shosw us Thy way, and ne iil walk
in Thy truth." Thse message is bni, but campreisca-
sive--in three lîttle nords, Go, Gîve, Pray. ist. Go,

* thse standing znarching orders for aIl disciples, ta tise
end ai tise wonld, for the lîmit ai tise promise inter-
prets that of the commission. Lot us not coaclude
teu isastily that frram tiss obligation at least, ne are
exempt front goinq ta a heatisen land ta tel! ai
Jesus there, we may bc, but the command is 1'ta ail

* tise world,e' and a part ai tisat wonld lies in tho irn-
mndiate surroundîngs ai cacis anc ai tis-the mem-
biers ai aur own iaînily, aur iseigihours, aur acquaint-
znces, ail braugit in any way under aur influence,
Jesus An risat commnand bids us tell ai Hum earnestly,
iovingly ta ovcr-y crenture wivin we can reacis in
our an littie corner ai "'ai the world." Distinct-

*ly, we, as Presbytcnial socicties, are bound ta do aur
* Utaiost for tise diffusion ofia missionary spirit, nisicis
*is simply the layai, seli-dcnyi.ng spirit af Christ wlîh-

in the bounds of aur respective Presbyteries
Furtiser, are tisere fot saine among the members, ai

aur nuxiliaries -are tisere not sarie on Ibis meeting
to-day ivhons we might mave ta a non sense ai the
gloriotis possibilities ai a redecined and consecrated
lite, nisase sncred duty and iîigh privilege si os ta go
fair lionce ta tel! ai Christ in a lîcaîhen londI

Again, tise voice says, Give, gove frecly, constanoly,
systemnatical'y, clseerfully, give yosîr paund or )nîîr
fuite, and if the Lord %hall caîl yoon son or yooor
daughter, your pnide, the joy and sunsline ai flic
boause, ta serve l-im as a foreîgn missionary, 0 gise,
ancl ho a cheentul giver, for file Lord laveti' sîîch.

N'tonce more, tile 'Joice . L ai thet flond snys
iP1ray. prny wîiîhout ceasing.

«'Not by night, fir by paner, but by Nly Sp rt,1
saiîh the Lord ai HoIsts " Thti onosî persovernig andI
weil-direcitu artivities, and thle nost lavisli giving
-ire flot ncceptcd if tie spiî ut ai prayer bc svanting.
Tisat Spînit it is aônt îvhich practically rebuk.,s tise
prîde oi mnri, and ch-ions tor GIod tisc glory dkit unto
His naine. Hlave nve yct realmzed tise divine infini-
tude ai the pawer nisirli is made available I file
caîl aftie prayer o ai th 1Is anythirg hou bard for
tile Lord? Is anything thon fou liard for tise prayer
ai failli which tht Lord hatis pleîîged Hminsseli to
ansier ? \We hear il is voice, " If le abîde in Nie,
andîlMy nords abide in you, ye shall a*k nhat ye iii!!l,

and it isaîl be given unhe yau."
I>ray yc then flic Lord ai file bars est iliat I-e %voud

thrust forth tabourets itt 1-is h>suvesî. " h'uay as
the Mlaster tauglit us, tirst, Hallowcd ae Tis> naine.
Tby kingdomn corne risy noîl ho donc on cartis as
tf is in iscaven. Pray as the Mlaster set us the ex-
ample, " cantinuitig ail aight in prayer ta God.
Pnray for flic NMaster, tiat tile railler siauld fulfil ta
Him the aid promise, " %si, and I null g.îe thee the
iseathen thine inheritance, and tise uttermobt pats
cithe cartis îiy possession " la the case ai santie ot
us, dear sisters, aur gaing ta tell ai Christ, and aur
givîngs for Chrisi, May be ponit %sithin very narrais
limits, but 0, ini aur loving and aur prayîng tisere need
ho no limitations ai ur nature, and oniý He who
mnado us infi -. soivn image knaneth whiai these are.
la aur love and 'sur prayers ne may embrace the
whoie round world, witis aIl its sons and sorrows, wîtis
ail its dark past aîud ail ils bright future " when the
k-nowîedge ai the Lord shial caser il as tise wanters
caver tise aa."

REPORT OF 711E MfINIS TER OF EDUCdA
T/ON FOR rSS7.

MaI. EDIroR,-In bis report for 1885, dealing with
tise subject ai Religious Instruction, tise Nlinibter ai
Education says, IlTisent is a distinct doclaraticn an
tise part ai tise Deparîment, tisat Religious Instruc-
lion is an essentiai factar ai aur systenh ai educatian,
and bath pupîls and teachers have datly presented ta
thein, as a standard by nici tiseir conduct is ta ho
negulated, tise sublime ethics ai tise Bible."' That is
gaad doctrine, and there os noting in the repart ai
1887 t0 indocate that tise Deparîment have ceased tu
lîald tise genonai princople. It may ho saielyassumed,
besicles, that tise statement re-ecisoes the sentiment ai
the nation ns a svhole. Tiscre bas beeîî no outcry
against ot s0 fair as I nm anare, oxcept, perisaps, tram
an infidel. Non wmhnt 1 camplain ai, as I thînk
justly, us that thos principît os nat acted upon by tht
Deparîment. fi dues not provîdo for tise giving ai
tiss instruction ta tise extent At mogist and oughî.
Nay mare, il, inconsostently wvih its awn declaration,
stops in and fo-bids the giving ai religious instruction
troin the Bible. In saying this, I do nat forget tisat
the readîng ai tise Seriptures by thse teachens at open-
iîîg and clasing aftie scisool in corinection nitis tise
prayors is fia longer aptional, and tisai the pupils mny
join in the reading fram their Bibles. But this is not
ta ho regnrded ns religious instruction wartis tise
namne, wiîisout permission and encouragement, ta say
tise Ieast, ta give such oxpianatian as is nocessary for
tise pupîl ta understaad nisat is nead. Tise burden ai
tise report is ta show that tise Minisier is uîîerly
oppased ta any such thing. I beliove bis rensans aie
mosi unsatîslactary in theinselves, aad bis attitude
cntirely r. iarianco wîth tise spiril t tise mass af tise
people.

Tise Minister asks (p. li.) " Aire the Public Scisools
Protestant scisools in any senseofa tise terni, or do
tisey stand upon evon a broader basis il" 1 do flot
care how broad it is, $o long ns it is Christian. My
ar-n opinion is tisat as soon ns religious instruction
cormes ta bo recognized as 1'an essential factor ai our

system of cdtication,' in anything more thn niainte,
it wvill bc difficult tu do s0 onl other than a Protestant
basis. In a publi' spet-ii on one occasion the Mlin.
Aster As reported ta have said, referring ta a political
oppontent .*' The~ great muistake lie made wvas ons as-
sunîîing th.st tlie Public. ,clioots ivere P'rotestant
schools. l'hey Nvcrc for Jew and (,entile, Christian
and Agnostic. "Truc. )o is aur land. But is it
possible tu carry on (.oerninent on linos in ail re-
!,peitbje%%ish, Uctlt.rsînand Agnastic ? The
Jeci is welcoone to out shores, and on the sevcnth day
of the wcek hc mnay ob-erve wvliat religious rites ho
pleases, bu!. there art c-ertain respects trn 'wbich ht
inust flot violait the law of tlie Christian Sabbath.
'rte fact that wc accoiiuîiîodatc aî Chinese wi1fl055
%vih a sauc-er does nlot trn tilt 'cabt .untraditt the tact
Iliat the normal oaîh of the P'rovinte is as ta tarin
and malter, Chîristianî. Sa nve admit ail iJasses ta our
Public Schools, but sic miubt condutt theiis on certain
definite lines. *rbey cannot ho conducted on pron.
ciplcs Iliat Christian and .%gnostio. ivili bath apprave.
WVhat fcllowshîp biathî lie that beliescth îîîth an in-
fidet ? There os no ront for controversy here .the
schools are Christiani. Arc they P'rotestant ? The
Departînient recognizes thlat tlic standard of moral
coo.dtitt, and tlie ba:-is of relî>xîuus inâtrucîion is the
Bible. Nowv, wlîich ? -the Douay or thic King James
version for instan.:c > 1 it iimîîmateréal tu tlic Govcrn-
inent whctber the S.,ýripiurc selectiofi ta bo read in
npening or closing school be taken tramt the books af
the Nlaccabecýi, or only froin the book!> recognized by
P'rotestants as canonical ? 1 çan u.orseiso of no an-
swer but anc ta this. The only thing 1 care ta con.
tend for here is that, n hile the PubliL Shool is open
ta tht Roman C.sîhli asi frecly as tai the Viotestant
or Jew, whenever tlie Go%.crnment cumcs ta a point
where these elcinents diverge, and a choice of crne
course out of ts'.o or three mnust bc made, that chaice
miust lie, and dues already lie prestimabi>, in the Pro-
testant Clîrist..7n line, due pros îaion being made ta
protect the onbLiences af those nvho cannot agree.
As therefore it îsould bc monsîraus ta exclude the
BiAble and ail recognition ai Christianity in a Chris-
tian state, because a few infidelS May diSapprove
iliereof, it is hardly lebs sa ta forbid religins instruc-
tion because Roman CatholiI:s may abject, so long as
thev are flot rcquired ta reccive if.

Forther, is it flot fair ta asl: the Mý\inister, when in
any district, the Roman Catholîc element has been
provided with Separate Scîsools, what element, in the
estimation af the Governmnent, is suppasedl ta romain
in the P>ublic Schaals if flot Protestant, it being
ganted that the schools are Christian ?

Again, even where there art na Separait Schools,the
Coverrniont, whicb is flot suppased ta know any reli-
gicus denommation as such, doos wiîb strange incan-
si si -ncy recognize that there is a Romian Cathaic t1tý
mer t in tUe school,and provides for its withdraval dur-
ing hob re-.Agious exercises, without the tîsual conditions
bindîu. upon other chsldren. Now wbon the law bas
tlios provicded for the elimnination of the Roman
Catholîc element, is t flot fair ta asic %hat the Iaw ire-
cagnizos as leit ? Most people wouild say th-i what
remnainod in a Christian schaol %vas Protestant. At
ail evonts, it sctems clear ta me that the demand for
religious instruction in our schools is flot met by
.denying that the schools are Protestant. They are
sufflcicntly Protestant ta admit religious instruction.

A. HENDERsoN.

THAi. second annual report of the Temperance and
Gencral Lîfe Assurance Company, published eise-
where in this issue, proves conclusively that Cana-
dians are begînnîng ta understand and appreciate
Home Institutions, and that Total Abstainers are
wakîing up ta the tact that they have a much better
record for longevîty than moderate drinkers, honce
the patronage accorded ta tlie Temperance and
Genoral. This Company keeps a sepaxate class. for
Total Abstainers, who thus get the benefit ai th6ir
botter loves and proffit accardingly ; the actual experi-
once ai the oldest campanies, establishcd an titese
prîncîples in Great Britain and Australia proves that
tram twenty-six ta thirty per cent. of the mortality eIe.
ment is in favoÔur of the Total Abstaincr, and wo trttst
that aur Canadian Tcmporance meii nul not ho slow
ta take advantage ai thîs tact, and that they will con-
tinue ta iargeîy patronize the Tomperance and Gon-
oral, which is the only Canadian Lite Assurance Com-
pany offering the advantagcs above mentioned. Read
the report in another column.
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