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be tempted to travel by them without sufficlent cause. All
work that is catried on so openly and nofsily as to disturh
and annoy others in thelr worship, or prevent them from
enjt:(lng the proper sest and qulet of the day, such as sireet
vending, noisy street parades, cartage of mater:. - . erection
of bulldings, the din of mlchinery. or the blowlug of stcam
whistles, should be prevented as an undue {nterfesence with
thelr just rights and an injury to soclety.

The lecturer then discusses the differences of opin-
fon as to the sacredness 6f the entire day entertained
by the Evangelical and the Greek and Latin Churches.
and the sad results that have everywhere followed
the introduction of what is terined the Continental |
Sabbeth. There is no disposition to make the Sab-
bath a day .f gloom and weariness either to young or
old. The following are the concluding words of this
admirable lecture on the Law of the Sabbath :

The institution itself we have received from fudaism, but
the mode of its observance is Christian ; and just because it
is Chuistian we expect the standard to be higher than belure,
We are not surprised therefire to find that in the New Tes
tament, whenever the first day is referred to, it is net with
a view of insisting upon the duty of test.  That is only in.
cidental. It {s rather as fudicating the blessedness uf wore
ship. [tis observed by the early Church, not that ihey
may obtain relaxation, but that they may commemorate the
resurcecticn of the Lord and hold holy communion with
one another.  But for this it would never have been estab.
lished, and for this it shovld be preserved. \We prove our
liberty not b{ planning how little of it we may give to the
services of religion, but by studying how we can tuen it to
the best account in fartheriog our own spiritual interests and
those of the community. We conclude therelfore that the

urely religious conception af the day Is the only one that
s consistent with the pnrpose of the institution, and with
the true s{;iril of the Gospel. Only when it is religiously
employed is the iveal of it 1ealized.JOnly when st isso used,
can it be long maintained in its {ntegrity, Only when 1t
is so used will it yield to its tull measure of blessing.

MAINTAIN THE SCOTT ACT.

1T is a mistake into which good people occasionally
fall when discussing practical measures for the
suppression of intemperance that they denounce those
who do not agree with them as enemies to the cause
of temperance. In their own minds they are con-
vinced that a particular measure is the only one
admissible, and all who may have doubts as to its
correctness or expediency are scorned as upholders of
the liquor traffic. In Canada there is a large num-
ber of persons thoroughly agreed that prohibition is
the only effective remedy for the removal of the drink
curse, But here differences of opinion come in. Be.
cause that proposition receives a very general
assent, it is concluded that it must be put in force at
once, simply because in the abstract it 1s right.
Whether the people at large are convinced or not,
suck a law ought forthwith to be placed on the statute
book. There is no account taken of the fact that a
legislative enactment of the character indicated would
have to encounter bitter opposition and evasion un.
less ponular svmpathy was in harmony with the law.
There are many fully convinced that no effective
remedy for the evil of drunkenness, short of entire
prohibition, can be found, who are of opinion that
popular sympathy is not yet sufficiently strong to
secure tha strict enforcement of prohibitive legislation.
They believe that such measures as we now have,
imperfect as they are, should have fuller scope than
unfortunately bas yet been accorded them before
more sweeping experiments are made. They insist
on the maintenance and impartial enforcement of the
Canada Temperance Act, which in the face of great
obstacles and bitter opposition, has in every place
where it has had fair play, been productive of excellert
results. In this, as in other things, the disposition to
grasp too much at once encounters the risk of losing
not a listle of what has been already gained. In
localities where the Scott Act has been systematically
violatcd with impunity persons who voted for its
adopti..n have become timid and reached the conclu-
sion that it is a failure, and because of the demoralisa.
tian occasioned, express their preference for a license
act that will be respected, rather than one that osten.
sibly prohibits, while it 15 evaded by the opening
up of vilc dens for the dispensing of liquor. It is
not, however, in isolated cases that the mesits of the
Scott Act ard to be judged. What has been its effect
as a whole?

In ten countie, where the ©colt Act has been in
force for two years, according to the R pert of the
Prison Inspectors for Ontario,th: com.nitments during
the last year the luense law existed were 211 for
1886, they had diminished to cight one. In fourteen
other countics where the Scott Act has been one year
in operation, the number of commitments was, under .

license, 501 ; under prohibition, 200. At present
there are fourteen counties in Ontario under license,
where the commitments show an upward tendency.
In 1884, the number was 2,248 ; the returns for 1886
2,314, an increasc of sixty-six. These figures relate
only to those who were apprehended for being drunk
and disorderly. In twenty-four counties and twocities,
the commitments before the adoption of the Scott
Act were 2,800, while the returns for 1886, after its
adoption, stand at 1,940, a reduction of 866. These
and other facts that might be cited show, what
scarcely any one doubts, that between drunkenncss
und critne there is a close relation, and that the dim-
inution of intemperance necessarily lessens crime.
They are related as causc and effect.

Whatever speculative opinions may be entertained
as othr vauts of competing “neasures for the sup-
pression of intemperance, it seems perfectly plain that
the Scute At has only been produétive of good
wherever it has had anything like a fair chance, and
of 1ite it ha-, oning to the efforts of wide awake and
feartess officials, spread consternation among its
¢ppuner ts.  Its maintenance and extention is there-
fore the manife-t duty of the friends of temperance
This, for some time to come, will be no child’s play
Determined efforts are being made in a number of
counties to secure its repeal, Constant watchfulness
and energetic action are imperatively required if the
temperance cause is to hold the ground it has con-
quered, To legislate in advance of public sentiment
would be questionable wisdom ; to permit retrogres-
sion would be unmitigated folly.

Book s and Maaazines.

A NEAT hitle pamphlet bearing the imprimatur of
the Scottish American fournal contans a report of
the Proceedings of the Eighteenth Annual Meeting
of the North Amer.can United Caledonian Associa-
tion, and an -eloquent essay on “The Progress of
Popular Liberty in Scotland,” by Peter Ross.

THE Grant Lithographing Company of Toronto
have published, 1n chart form, a very comprehensive
* Chronological and Geographical Family Guide to
the Holy Bible.” In addition to three well-executed
maps, there is a marvellous amount of information

stand the sacred Scriptures. It only needs o be seen
10 be appreciated.

THE CANADA EDUCATIONAL MONTHLY. (To-
ronto : The Canada Educational Monthly Pubhishing
Co.)—The October number of this admirable educa-
tiopal monthly 1s one of unusual excellence. It con-
tains Rev. Dr. Sutherland’s address on ** The Reh-
gious Element i Education,” which he delivered at
the meeting of the Provincial Teachers’ Association.
A. H. Mornson, of Brantford, writes 1n a fine spint
on “ Reverence for Old Institutions,” acd T. Arnold
Haultain has a paper which ments attention on “The
Recent University and Departmental Examinations,”
An excellent feature of the magazine 15 1its Scriptural
Lessons for School and Home.

THE PRESBYTERIAN COLEGE JOURNAL. (Mont-
real.—The first issuc for the season of this, the first
of the Presbyterian College magazines, 1s an immense
improvement on its predecessors. The prospectus
presents a-bewildenng array of attractions. The
snccial contnbutions promised and the special con-

- tributors announced are unmistakable indications of
great excellence.  The number for October 1sa pledge
that the promise of the prospectus will be redeemed.
There is to be a symposium on * Christian Unity ” by
representative men.  Principal MacVicar wntés with
his accustomned force and clearness on ** Neglected
Forces,” Professor Campbell, * Talks about Books.”
Rev. Gusiavus Munro has a paper on * Duration of
the Pastorate,” and others write worthily and well on
various topics. Professor Scrimger’s able exposition
of the * Law of the Sabbath,” delivered as a lecture
at the opening of Montreal College, appears as
supplement.

RECEIVED :—THE EARNEST WORKER in the
Schonl and Family, and THE CHILDREN’S FRIEND,
both monthly (Richmond, Va.: Whittet & Shep-
parson); WORDS AND WEAPONS, edited by George
F. Pentecost, D.D. (New York: Jos. H. Richards) ;
THF AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN and Oriental Journal,
edited by Rev. Stephen D. Peet (Chicago: F. H.

. Revell), . L

spectally designed to aid the student clearly to under-
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A YOUNG BUDDHIST'S IDEAS OF CHRISTIANITY,

A young Japancse Buddhist was sent to England
ten years ago to study English luerature, philosophy
and religion, After some time thus occupied he set
uut to reyirn to Japan by way of India, where he died.
His English tutor was deeply interested in him, and
has published some of the young man's thoughts con-
cerning Chniswanity.  The following extracts will give
some 1dea of the conclusions he reached from his study
of the Greck Testament :

* What,” 1 once asked hium, * shouid you consider

the most essential and sahient thought about Jesus
the Curist, as you understand from study of ihe four
Gaspels, and how would you describe Christianity as
a religion to your friends of the Buddhist monastery ?
* [ should say, he rephied,  that the most cssential
and sahent thought abuut Chnst s that He is the
mamifold Lite of mankind, and 1 should describe
Chnstiamity as the reliygion of the revealed fatherhood
of God and the rdeal sunship of humanity. 1 regar
the Chnist, and therefore Christanity, as a higher
natural means for the moral and spinitual education
of the world.”

“You say, ‘higher natural,” [ observed. *Will
you explain what you mean by the expression?’
“1 mean,” he answered, “that Christ and Christianity
are not a human intmtion, nor a development on the
lower plan of ordinary nature, but a revelation made by
the divine wisdom and power. The ideal life cannot be
the concention of humarity in any stage of its pro-
gressive advancemnent, but must descend from the
higher world. And this, I observe, is what the Christ
said of Himself. ‘I am fiom above, ‘I came down
from heaven,’ and He speaks of ‘ the glory which He
had with the Father before the world was.! The ideal
life of all inteligent and moral creatures must have
existed in the divine mind f~rom all eternity, and their
normal life wust have been conceived with divine
complacency, and glorified with the Father in His
divine contemplation and creative purpose. My
Buddhist education and sympathies, and possibly my
Ornental tinge of thought, quicken my perception of
these utterances of the Christ, and excite my admira-
tion of and confidence in them as the words of wisdom
and truth.”

“1 have often wondered,” he said one day, *when
1 used to be told in my country of the splendour of
western civilization. A people with such a
divine religiun as Christianity must be a great people
and as good as they are great. Buddhist as I am, I
cannot but hope that Christianity will come into Japan,
ard that it will be diffused through our whole empire.
Our people ought to know the Christ of Christianity ;
and if it were preached everywhere that the Christ is
the manifested and normal life of bumanity, the
people would be lifted up by the power of this baauti-
ful and beneficent personality into a nobler and
happier buman life. When my brothers of the monas-
tery know more about the Christ and Christianity,
they will not be jealous of the diffusion and influence
of your great western religion in their native land.”

Reading on one occasion the chapter in John, re.
cording the raising of Lazarus from the dead, and
Jesus' affiumanion that Heis the Resurrection and the
Life, he remarhed that Christianity had an immense
advantage over Buddhism in its emphasis of every
human individuality. * Our aspirations of the future
are not so distinctively a faith as Christianity affords.
To the Buddhist the future is a painfulfy vague hope,.
Buddhism seems to promise a future life ; but when
we think aboutat the future life scems to be such an
absorpt-an of our individuality that, to pure thought,
it 15 one and the same as personal annitlation. The
Chnsts promist of the resurcection of the dead per-
sonality 1n a higher organization of ‘the human being
speaks to the natural hopes ot the whole human race.
The Chustian teaching on the resurrection wonld give
a great advantage to Christianity over Buddhism
among my countrymen.”

Of St. Paul's argument in 1 Lorinthiaas xv, he sai’,
* That 1s enough and, having as yet no experience of
this transformation, we can know no more., The
animal body of this life, and the higher.natural {spii-
tual 7] body of the hfe to come is very satisfactory
teaching. This doctrine of ‘resurrection has a great
advantage over our 1dea of Nirvana.”



