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A Melthodlist sister beft lier own Clîtarcît atud joiuîcd
tha Salvation Artny. lier fornmer utastor met lier soon
afteriva.-rds andi the foiiawîng coniversationl took place :

Il Wel, sister, do you lind the teachting la tue Araît>
mitae edifying titan luina?Il

Oh1 no," n'as he repti>.
"Do you find tue sacieîy ia tîta Aran>' more agrea-

able than the societ>' in the Circli yotl Il
1I cannaI sa>' that I do," answered tliè sister.

"Wecil ihen," said Ille aliaister, Il whist did you gain
b>' leaving >'our Cbîîrch and joining tlîe Arta>'."1

<'Oh," said she, I /înd t/te big, dfruiz, site/ a coinfor/
ta Ille 1 I

Tltat sister tras a t>'pical voinan. She represents
the large cîass o! people tuba cani ind the atost absurd
excuses for doing the inosi absarc tings. The big
druni is considercd an unnîitigatcd nuasance b>' nearly
evcrybad>' that is unfortunate citouglu ta be conîpclled
ta hear iî ; but this good wornan, vvhcn bard drivea
for an excuse, soiemni>' declared tuaI tha big drutn
was a great coinfort ta lier. It is bard>' possible tluat
the big drunt did give ber coîuîfart, but it is far mnore
likel>' that sha drew on lier imagination for an excuse.
The imiaginatian is a ver>' livel>' faculty anti cati pro.
duce an excusa for doing or flot doig anythang witii
the leaft possible effort. Hundrcds of people do pre-
cisely wbat this sistcr did-they caîl upan their iii-
agination for an ansver and the imagination resîpands
in livel>' style.

Here is a man tu'ho wanted an excuse for leaving
,ils Churcb. Ha bad none. lie asked hus imagina-
tia» for ana and gaI il pranuptl>'. I-e goas aver to
sanie lîttle nondescript body, and pcrltsps that body
is smal eaaugh toa cckeover hlm on liis.arrivaIl. For
a lime ha doaes notlting but talk, about itis nauu connec-
lion. Aller a while hae finds bis neur friands arc ltu-
mn-some o! ilîcin ver>' humait. The>' have pain-
services vcry often, poar singing quaite often, quarraIs
occasianally and collections quite frcquentl>'. Ask
tuai man whaî lie gaiacd b>' lcaviag and luis aster,
if lie tells the îrutb, wvili substantinlly ha- 'T/te b«,
druln is sue/t a coamfor1 la tit."

Hea.. is a congregation, a huart of vvhidli bas ha.
came resthcss. The>' waai a change. No one knovvs
wihy and the>' don't knouv themsclvcs. The>' drawr on
thair imaginations and conclude that if tha>' vtare just
vacant the>' couid gel a pastar wba nouhd stand bonsd
and shouldars aver ever' ailier pastor in Ibeir part of
the warld. The>' became vacant. The>' caîl îwvo or
ilirc tumes and are refused. Fialy, after mucl
q'.-arrehhing and wrangling, thase n'Iia have flot been
tvaaried or worricd out o! the Citurcu succaed in get
ting apastar. There is alittle splurgc mada avar huit
as lang as ha is new, but il is soon adinitîed b>' ever>'-
body but the rcstlass few that hae is nat as gond a
preacher, flot as good a pastor, and, ut bat is worse,
flot naarly as gond a man as tha aid pastar. Ask tae
in tuba raised the disturbanca irbat tbey gained b>'
it and, if the>' tell the truîh, the>' tili sa>' sometbtng
equivaient ta this-«'The b&g drum is su,/ a eou fort
ta li."

Young Timothywishes ta stud>' for tîte iistry, but
bas golthe idea that nane of be theolagical coîhegas in
Canada ]lave the necassar>' educating povver to put
bis intellect la fori for pieaching and doang patoral
waork. Pcrbaps hae is rigbt. A gond deal of pow'er
and skill are accessar>' for the training of certain
grades a! intellect. Sa Timathy goaszacross tlel hues
or acrass the watar in saarch o! a collage capable o!
doing hlm justice. 0f course lie irritas from bis scat
o! hearaing intiiing bis studant fiands ta fohian' hini
immadiatel>' and tuoaders how mon endowed vvith
reasan can romain in sucb sloîv institutions as Kntox,
Mantreal and Qucen's. Timothy returis ta flnd that
ha neither preaches better, for speaks boller, nor
wriies botter, nor doas an>' batter Iban the average
man who gai bis aducatiton la Canada. Askhiun trit
hae gained by laaving bis cauntry and malzing such a
fus;, and the answrr nia>' bc the exact equivalent of-
"T/te big drunî: was sucim a coînfort ta me "'

(Latil bch assumned that il is a capital thing ta take
a post-graduatc course in Union, Princeton, Edin-
burgh or aven Germat>. That us a ver>' difflarent
thing.)

For same reason a minister bacantes dissatis-

fied iv'b1î bis church relations in Canada. lie licars
and rends rnarvcllous tlîings about the cîturches on
the other side of the lines, lIa las a hazy kind of
idea tlhat tlîc position of'ininister ;n the States is vcry
mluch bcttcr than te position ofa mninister in Cann.
lie gocs over tbcrc nd finds thant nlîhougbi a fcw con-
gregations in largc cies do more for their mninistcr
thita n>' of ours can dIo, niny of tleiarnare unable or
unwilling te do as inuch. lie finds, ton, lthat ia t1at
country a ininistcr lias ail te difficulties t0 contcncl
ngainst tuait lie bas in Canada, ani a gond niany more
that, happil>', wc know little or nthling about. At
tîte end of a dozcn years sa>' te Iinti, quietly : IlNovv,
brother, wlîat dici you gain b>'cy n over liera ?"I
Pecrhaips lie înlay admit Iint he =aie notbing, and
lpcrhaps lic mna> have a reason tuat is just as gond as
- Tlze bzç, dran 1$ .wch a conifort la ,Yie."

The Ch;urcli is net, by any nicans, lte only place
in which people folloiv the lîig drum.

A young mani in business gels the idea that noîhing
ean bc donc in Canada. He becars and rends fabît.
bous stories about business chances ia the W~est. He
goes ont there and for a lime is clectrillcd wit the
prospccls. Ilae wondcrs that any ane can live in sucli
a slow, stick-in-the-mucl place as Canada. Ha remiains
therc for sonie years and if he makecs money il crfcrn
gocs as fast as it cornes. This is not, b>' any mecans,
truc of ail, for thousnnds of Canadians arc doing well
in tha West, but it is sadly truc of man>'. Vears roll
on and our young man cornes home ta sec bis fricnds.
lie finds quita often ihat sonie of the yaung in lic
loft have mnade a nice little home for their nice littie
vvives and f.imilics, have a nicc littie business and a
,îice little balance in the bank, wîhile hie, pcrhaps, lias
notbîng but big :alk, about the Wecst and big ague in
lus bonces. The big druta did nlot bring lîim niuch
cornfort.

Sorne of our Ontario farmers bave been followîng"thc
Ihig 'lrnim latcly. Suf«erîng from thai restlcssn ss whicb
mca %vhl have worked biard in thciryouth are ceryhmable
te feel in after )-cars %%blen succcss leaves Ilent little ta
do but tbink about thernsalvcs, the)- puiled up their
stakles and moved to tie North-West. This is a gond
îbing te do if a man inustgo sorne place, buîta iniscrabla
nîiistake if he is cornfortablc in Ontario. Ask tbaî
man wh lcft Ontario years ago and sctîled on a prai-
rie faria how much liegained by the change and nine
limes out of tan the answcr won'î have an), more sense
titan- "'T/he bi drwn îs such/ a conifori Iou.

Three ycars ago ibe big drurn souaded loudly ia
WVinnipeg. Our business nen responded nobly'ta the
caîl and rushed te tic front in hundrcds. They paît
more mona>' in mud.holcs around the cii>' and in
several parier towns and cihies titan wvould hava an-
dowed laalf.a-dozcn colleges and sent a dozen mission-
arias ta an>' part of tia world. The cnd of the big
(irum, got knocked in and il brings comfort ta nobody
no%%-

Motýratl- Don'î mal-c an>' serious change in life un-
less Yeu have senle balter reason for înaking it than
that the big dru,,: is a conq/ar1 toyou.

TME AMf'A LL il ISSION JNF RAZV'cE.

The Thirteenth Annual Report ofîthe Evangelical
M ission in Franceknown as the Nic-Ai *Mission, liasjust
been received ;and as, on former occasions,l1 send you a
restine of sorte of its leading feamues. Like ils pre.
dacessors il contains by v'a>' of introduction, a lettcr
addresscd ta 'Mîr. 1McAII by the vencrable Rosscau
St. Hiaire, memberaofthe Institute of France, invwhich
ha rafars ta certain outstanding facts in the history of
the Mission duying tbe pasi year. In ibis latter ha
points out that, whîile the reuioris wec rirst coin-
menccd in the suuburbs of Paris-lie special spiere
and stronghold for sucli mission work-in 187 i, during
last ycar a acw hall ivas opcncd an the greai

BOULEV'ARD BOUVE NOUVELLiE
in the centra of the gay city, which is surreunded by
a population vcry difféecnt in character fram that of
the other halls- a busy people, hîasting ta gel ricb,
and more intent on the intarcsts and picasures of ibis
life than an the salvatian ofilhir souls. And sîii,this
newv hall the Salle Baltimiore, situated an ane of tîta
most brilliant, fashianabla and %vorldly thoraughfarcs
in theaworid-has becoîne as popularasany of the older
anas. à\r. MecAi, in anoîher part of the Repart, tells
that, at the close af a crowded meting bore,îthe mem-
bers af the " Fraternal Society," formed onl>' a veak
before, wcre invited ta galber in a sida 'room wvith any
who migbî %vish te join, and sixty persans rcmatned.
No wvendes- that this excited deep feeling on zhe part
of NIr. 'McAIi and hiý fellaw-%ork-ars, wben tlhey
looked tîpon sucb a campan>' so rccenitly collcctcd
from amangst the spiritual ignoran.ce and canîempt of
divine things cbiaracteristic af th2t particular localit>',

More, perlîaps, thIan any atlîar iaî tic civilited world.
A few montlis before, Muien preparalians for apening
tb'us hlnl %vore bcing madie, the ieiglbbours canie en.
quiring as to its abject. On being told tduat tha Gospel of
Christ wvoulcl bc preachact frec>' ta aIl wlîo chose ta
enlt, the ansvver recciva4 vvas taIt suai a tlîing ivas
impossible. Il Io >'ota îlink,"l said tlia>, in substance,
44yoen can nianka tha freqitenters or te boulevards re-
ligions? Y'ou Catinai mena il scriouisly.1" And bitre
is the resut-a group of men anti %vonen, ta tît nuin.
ber ofsixîy.pacviously strangers ta Ilr. MeAII and
ta each other, novv gaî%luted togethier as one famulniy i
A fcîv vvcra aged persans, nîost vvcre in mniddle lifa
but ntiothei least interasting portion af the assemrbl>'
%vas a band of yaîung amen, -tlparently as tluouffitfîut
anti earnest as tît est. Whoue il ivas requastcd tuait
tibosewhvo b)clicvcdl in Christ as tîteir ovwn Saviour,
and tliose wîio desired ta doesa would signif>' tha saine
b>' lifting up a liant!, tha instant response tu-as: IlTîtere
is no need to Mif lte liands, wc are aI ane in this; I
and tItis reply. ias aclîocd tlîraugliottt the raam. The
Bible %vas than read verso by verse, tîtaugli ollen vvtth
faltcring lipà ; sceral testinionies as ta blessings re-
ceivcd in the Salle vuera given in a fov' broken words,
and onc voice among the sicwiy-cnrollcd incaîbers
was hecard in prayer. It must, indccd, in thase cir.
cunistances, hava been difficut ta realize tat aIl titis
wvas taking pîlace vitin a fewv yards o! the incessanî
noise and fol>' of thte crawdcd boulevards. Wel
iniiglît Mr. McAII say tîtat God is titus owning lus buma.
bic efforts te plant the standard af lte Cross " wherc
Satarî's scat is."

1 huave dwecLt an tItis itarticular fact becausa il illus-
trates in a reinarible maniner tae ;udgmlent and tact
vvhicb have characterized, froin lta ver>' bcginîiing o!
tîtese meetings, the "Ionorar>' Directar" and lius
ca-adjtars, sud whicb undoîtibtdly have been the
chie! Ituinan clamants in tîte marvallous succass which
bias crawned tlteir labours in France,

Professor St. Hilaire, ini bis latter, refers ta anoîher
attraction o! tiiese ratinions, vu., tlie

1)ISRIiL'TO F TRACTS,
mniay of tuent spcciall>' prcpared by Itinself, aaîongst
tose proscrnt at tlîe mteetings, and quotas tua aid

proverb. "Spoken %vards takec wings, but writtcn ones
raîiii-.i." Ail classes, il sens, largely receive and
read titesa tracts, vîtici must deen and, in sanie
instances, conmplote tha impression made by the ad-
dresses and othier exercises witbin.

THE PREVAILING CIIARACTERISTIC
o! thea inditors, bath in Paris and in the Provinces,
ts rcacltncss to listen attentmî'ely ta a searching and
thoraugli presenitation of tbe truttli. Mr. McAiI un.
hesitatingl>' auirns tuit alik,- in the nmission halls
frequîentcd by the al-od classas, and in the gra:
and gay' boulevard as ia lthe rematesi and inast uncul-
turcd suburb, the speakers tuba k-cep most closely ta the
esseatia-l îruîhs and ta direct, loving appeals o! the
Giospel, are the anost wclcanîcd b>' thiose vvho attend,
and tia niost attentvel>' lisiened ta.

\Vhat an important lassan ta ail angagcd in evafi-
glstic work, as thus incidentally given b>' ana who
brings the tveight o! thirteen years of daiiy and close
observation of the meetings of Paris ta enforce bis
staternent.

FEV NW' STATIONS.
The exigeacies o! the funancial position during ihe
past yaar prcvcntcd the apening of any new stations
in Paris, except the Central Hall aircady rcferrcd to,
aund aven the expenses of ibis wert dafrayed by Ille
ladies of Blaltimore, U.S. In the Provinces the onl>' coni-
sidau-ablc ncîv undcrtaling bias bacn tuat at Nantes and
tbe neigbbouring saaparzt of St. Nazaire, vhich bad
beau proînised a year ago. Aid luas been given in
sanie instances ta local pastars ta commene reuniorj
pupiaires in their respective towns, by contribuions

ta the rani ofraoens, etc Tltrougi friands ait Spring-
fild, Mlass., a second statian bas been opened at
Ajaccio, ia the island of Carsica. There bias been a
considerable strcngtlîcning o! tue

MISSION STAFFI' N PARIS

îvbich caused saine financiai anxiaty. This, ho%,ever,
iras imparativcly dcmanded, flot only by the addition
o! the Salle B3alimoi rc and ils daily services-, -but es-
pccially by the depeing of the %vork lin the cider
staitions, irbicli requîired an incrcased prov'ision for the
spiritual nurture ard ovarsigut af the more serious
htearers and recent converts. Thougbîfui friends in
Scotiand and the United States urgcd tbis as an l"in-
dispensable provision."


