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'{gommitwd to them by the highest author-
lf ity, they feel that ncither individually nor
i as a Church can its interests be overlook-
I'ed without the greatest possible risk of
‘irelapsing into that state in which the ex-
‘clamation was so often heard, that all re-
; fupe seemed to have tailed.

|| That there is propriety in limiting ex-
|'ertion or anticipating, under any circum-
'stances, the abandonment of the Synod’s
!plans, your Board cannot believe, nay,
l:from enlarged views of the past and the
iiprospects of the future, they are cun-
i'strained to urge their convict.on that the
l{Chm'ch has adopted the only feasible plan
‘and that orward should be her watchword
“till it can be safely said—what could be
doue hus been done.

| In arder to maintain existing efficiency,
!the sumn at the disposal of the Board, to-
I grether with a contribution from each con-
gregation, will suffice. But by carrying
out the views suggested and enlarging the
' plan of eperation, the Institution will cre
jong, take a position second to none in the
country ; apart from the fact which will
give it a stronghold upon the affections of
ithe Chureh, that being under Syaodical
' inspection and control, it will give thet
amount and character of instruction on
which dependence can be placed.

The Board would therefore beg respect-
fully to submit to the Synad, the state and
claims of the Institution, hoping that una-
nimity and energy will characterize action
thereon, and enable us to say, the Lord
hath done great things for ns whereof we
are glad. -

During the year the Board issued a eiv-
‘cular, appealing to the Church at large,
lamd they would recommend that each
session be again requested to give to those
under their charge an aopportunity of con-
tributing to the support of the Institation

‘The Board as divected, have prepared a
tseries of Bye Laws which they beg to
isubmit to Synod, praying their adoption.

Siace the return of your Deleg:te, the
sumof £30,8 currency, has been received
by him either from places where he labor-
ed in his missien, or as the 1esult of

mention as a subject of gratitude and as
stimulating to activity among ourselves.

EXAMINATION OF THE SEMINARY AT WEST
RIVER, AT THE CLOSE OF THE SESSION.
1851.

The Theological Seminary of the Pres:
byterian Church of Nova Scotia was exa-

pledges given. This the Board would

mined by the Synodical Board of Super-
intendence on the 3d inst., which was.the
last day of the term. The Philosophical
Classes were first brought under review.
Notwithstanding the absence of severa)
individuals from loss of bealth and other
unavoidable causes, the attendance was
very respectable, including three in ihe
Logic and seven in the Moral Philosophy
class. A careful inspection of the several
FEssays which had becn prepared during
the session, and a ripid couvse of interro-
gation on select portions of study, affer.
ded abundant evidence of tha skilful and
efficient training which had been prosecu-
ted. Fach student had prepared on an
average half a dozen essays, all of which
were obviously the fruit of careful and
well directed application.  Only one of
cach series, however, was publicly read by
its author, and that such as the examina-
tors sclected.  In Logic Mr.John McKin-
non read an essay-on *‘the modern systems
of philosophy’’—Mr William Fraser on
“‘the diflerent modes of reasoning,’”” and
Mr. Daniel McDonald on ¢ sophisms.”
In Moral Philosophy, Mr. Alex. Cameron
read an essay on “‘the immortality of the
sonl”’—Mr. Allan T'raser on ““the {reedom
of the will’’—Mr. David Terhune on *“the
advantages of a liberal edueation”—Mr.
George Roddick on ¢ Political eonomy”’
—Mr. John Currie on *¢ the varions theo-
ries of conscience’’—Mr. John Hardie on
“Autumn,” and Mr. John Matheson on
t‘the existence of Deity.”” 'The preater
part of the day was thus eccupied, and al-
though the entire audience manifested un-.
ahated interest, it was deemed prudent to
adjourn for an hour. In the meantime,
however, all the members of the Board,
and others present, took advantage of the
opportunity afforded by the Coavener, to
express their sentiments on what they had
already witnessed. This resulted ina u-
nanimous and cordial testimony to the
marked progress of the young men, and
the high state of efficiency in which the
Institution appeared.  Appropriate and
impressive addresses were also delivered
1o the students in prospect of their vaca-
tion, enjoining upon them the continuance
of study, with a dee regard 1o such relax-
ation as bodily health and mental vigour
might require.

Afier the interval, the classesin the
Langiiages and Mathematics were sever-
ally examined, and gave token of the same
unwearied diligence on the past of the
Professor, and tho same succeasful appli-

Sammr——— 7Y

hedra i, L

“enmeas

e e Ly v e et S



