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class arc very innocent of Elocution, and apparently
have no desire or intention to improvo thcmselves. If
tbey pcrsist in their disregard for their own w-ifare, and
for the honoe and succcss of the Church in wvhicl thcy
are to ministcr, the one effective antidole is in tbc 1.owver
of tbc authorities, i.e., to makce Elocution an obligatory
subjcct.

LETTERS IN NEWSPAI>ERS.
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The liberty of the press is, oni tlu. wbhole, a groat boon
to any people. It is difficuit to sec how abuse couid
be remedied, bowv this govornmcnt could bc pointod out
and corroctcd, bov real progross could bc perpetuated,
if thc.prcss wcre gagged. Yct this like ail other liber-
tics, bas its limitations. The liberty ot the individual is
goodand righitand useful Mien itd,)osnotintcrfercwith the
liberty of othor individuals. It is no unlawvful abriugc-
ment of a man's liberty wl'bcn hoe is forbiddon to fire a
gun down a crowded street, Mien ho is probibited from
letting off bis revolver promiscuously in a crowd Sucli
a liberty wvould involve the destruction of the liberty of
many, and witbout any bonefit accruing to the coin-
munity, but the reverse.

So the law forbids mon to flourish the tomahawk in the
pages of a ncvspaper, magazine, or reviowv. A wvriter
may no more stiletto a character, or pistol a roputation
than a higliwayman may eut a purse or a tliroaýt. Tis
is not 'only tbelawvofciviIizcd nations, but istbe expression
of the Convictions or ail reasonable and responsible
bum.an bei ngs. When Mr. Ednumnd Yates wvas sr.it to
Hiolloway gaol a fev wveeks ago, ho wvent not mnercly by
virtue of the verdict of the jury, and the sentence of the
judge, but with the full consent and approval of the
whole country WVe have miot hecard that leven the read-
ors of the J'Vr/d bave complained that the sentence was
unjust. Not even a democratie or socialistic or aristo-
cratie club (as far as wvc know> has taken any stops to
bring about an alteration in the law~ And ccrtainly the
vindictive feeling whicb Mr Yates las -ince displayed to-
wvards the victims of bis papor and the judge, whom hp
was tried wilI only cmphasise the satisfaction %vith
%which the public will giv'o their verdict of "«serve him
right."

Thiere is, howcvcr, arnther species of annoyance to
which mon, public and private, are subjeet, whicb, is
someitimes more offensive and more difficuit to doal with
than attacks in society papers, or in the editorial articles
of nowspapers. %Ve are far from. wisbing to proteet men,
cspecially publir men, from fair and legitimatz criticism.
Public men mut flot bc to: tliinskinned. For the most
part it is by their own ci".icc that they occupy pu blic
posts; and tbcy must take the ordinary Consequecnce of
their position. Good taste wvili gcnerally prescribe ro-
sponsible editors the himits wvithin wbich tbcy nfay ex-
ercise th ïr critic:3m. Public opinion wvili oftcn restrain
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thosc who are flot endoived witbi good taste. In any
case thc editor of the papcr is accountabie for ail that
appears in his dcpartmcnt.

But th':re is une portion of the ncwsp)aper, daily and
wcekiy, for wbich tbe editor is only remnotely respon-
sible, and into xvhich communications often. find 'thecir
way, Without thcir contents being duiy scrutinized.
We refer to the column occupied by iettcrs; to the cditor
a column from ivhich mcn bave often been ivouindcd,
more gravely, than from any other part of tlie %ýkdrst con-
ductcO nevspapcr.

It is so easy to writc a fev stinging wvords of a p>ublic
ma'n, or even of a private pcrson in such a way as to
identify him cleariy without mentioning bis namne. It
is quite easy (for a mani ci a wvoman witbout a consciencoj
tc insinuatc ail kinds o! tbings against an onemy, or
levon (as the tbing bas olten bcen donc) against one
wbomn the writcr professes to regard as a friend. No one
knowvs tbat tbe writer is some, abject creature wvbose
spoken words wouid harm no living being, but oniy ro-
veal the viperous nature of the speaker. But writtcn .by
an unknown band tbey assume an importance wbicb
tbey could nevcr dorive frm their autbor.

It is inarveilous that tbc public put up %vith this. We
knoiv that men think, of a wvretch detected ii ivriting an
anonymouslettezr, calcuiatcd towound the person to wbom-
it is -. dresscd, or, to injure another in bis estimations.
Ho is summarily sent to covontry by ail honorable mon.
But the oWcnWce of wvhich ive are speaking is a double
crime. It is an attack on another by an anonymous
band ; andtliis samo band also pitblisho«s tbe attack.

Wo are aware tbat oditors are oftcn placed in. difficul-
tics with referenice to contributions.of this kind. It can-
not bc doubted that many usoful lotters ba*ve been sent
to newspapers which wvould nover have found their way
thithor, had it beon a rolquiremoent tbat the wvriter's name
shouid appear. But we arc flot condomniuig anony mous
lettors in papers universaliy. Wben theso letters deal
%vith public questions and argue them on grounds of prin-
cipie and public utih"y, tbcy may be of great value. But
titis can never bo said of anonymous attacks of a per-
sonal cbaracter. They are base, cowardly, contomptible.

Wbilt, the wvritor of these lines wvas arranging in his
mind the points wvbich are here brought 'forward, thero
camne into bis band a copy of the Globe newvspapca -on-
taining a most cowardiy and scurrilius anonymnous at-
tack, on a mucbi rcspected clergyman of this City. Hloi
the editor of that generaiiy well conducted paper cuid
bave ailoivod such a production to appear in bis columnns,
we cannot understand. Probably ho never read the
wboie lettor, until ho saw it in print. Wcrefer to it bore
for tho purpose of iliustrating our meaning. No lettèr-of
that nature ougbt wo have appcarod wvit/wut t/he nailie of
tMe writer. If h,. chose to discuss the affairs of St.
James' Churcbi apart from; personalities, thon ho migbt
proporiy do so in sucli a letter. But tho contents of tbis
production werc grossly .and offcnsively personial. WVc
must not carry theso romarks to a grcater icngth, but
wvill binuply concludo by anentioning %ylat wve rcgard-as
a rcmedy for this cvii If men wvill discubs pubX.;
questions on public grounds, apart -from perso 'nal at-
tacks, ]ot thcm do so anonymousl.y.to -as great an extent
as tac dimensions of the newspapcrs may aliov. But
wbencvcr a man makes any kind of personal attack, up-
on his fellow man, let him.put bis name to his lettor.

FIDES.

IOGUE ET NOIR.
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