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ed prudent to pronounce such words
like other people. The experience of
some ministers seems to have been dif-
ferent.

More attention should be given to pub-
lic speaking. The matter of many a
sermon may he abundant and whole-
some, but its form, legical, literary and
rhetorical, is faulty. The preacher sets
out as if he wished to fill up thirty or
forty minutes time, rather than fasten
conviction on the minds of his hcarers.
There is no defiaite aim, no marshalling
of arguments to clucidate or prove a
theme, and no appezls to lead to action,
and hence the result is disappointing.
Much more time should be given in col-
lege to the preparation and delivery of
sermons. Sxcellent lectures on the
theory of preaching may bLe given, and,
no doubt, are given, but only practice,
pleaty of practice, under an cflicient pro-
fessor and competent critie, can preparo
a student for his life-work. Rarc geins
are frequently detected, where perhaps
they would not be looked for, but the
mass of the audience do not neotice
them, becnruse they are uncut or hecause
badly set.

Special grants have been given by
Eastern congregations, missionary so-
cieties and individual miembers of the
Church to support certain missions. in
such cases, the missionary was expected
to correspond with the congregation
about his work, and so decpen and ex-
tend interest. It would scarcely be be-
lieved that some of these grants were
lost because the missionary f{ailed to
write; and this not because they were
unwilling, but because they thought
themselves unable. Men have been ap-
pointed Conveners of Presbytery and
Srnod Commitiees and failed {o report,
because they could write nothing worthy
of the ceeasion. 1t is not cnough to im-
part knowledge, to dictate notes, that
may perhaps never again be consulted
after the cxamination is over, men
should be drilled in composition ; the'r
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powers of expression, effecetive utter-
ance, aptness to teach, should be culdl-
rated ; and though the stores of know-
leGgge collected during a college course
might be less bulky their ministry
would likely be more fruitful and their
lot il life more comfortable.

Complaints have been heard on the
floor of the Assembly, from the West,
that graduates and licentiates are not
as familiar with the Bible as they should
be. Alen have been known to pass re-
speetable examinations in Systematie
Theology, Apologetics, Church History,
&e., that came .ar short in their know-
ledge of the Word of God. Elders who
have taken part in such cxaminations
have refused acquiescence in the de-
cision of the Presbyiery to liccuse, be-
cause candidates were so isnorant of
the Secriptures, Considering the place
the English Bible holds in the Church
and community, considering how rich
men like Arnold and Carlyle found it
for literary purposes, considering how
powerful an instrument it is for moral
and religious ends in the hands of those
who know how {o usc it, cvery effort
should be made fo make the student
familiar with its structure and contents
ere ne leaves the seminary. The mi-
croscopical examination of a few chap-
ters or books can never take the place
af a mastery of the Book as n whole.

One winter the writer had charge of
a mission in New York city ; the Rev.
Dr. Burrell, then a junior student in
TUnion Theological Scminary was as-
sistant. Dr. Hall, Dr. Harper, Mr. P. T
Barnum, and others, delivered a course
of lectures. Lawvers, bankers, merch-
ants and the rest atiended. Mr. Burrell

-as appoinied to sclect and read suit-
able portions of Scripturc on such occa-
sions. So appropriate were the sclee-
tions, that some Christian people who
attended regularly, were surprised st
the richiness and variety of the Word of
God ; and others (not Christians) were
induced to read the book for its literary
cxcellence. Whether it student cin tell




