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In sending out tliis, the Iast numnber of the PRESBYTERIAN COLLE-GE,
JOURNAL for the session 1885-6, wve feel that our Professors are entitled ta
an explanation of what must have struck them very forcibly, viz., the great
difference betwveen the pictures they are accustomed to see of themnselves in
a riirrar and those they have seen of t'hemselves in the frontispiece of the
last feiv numnbers of the College journal. In the January number we made
the folloiving statement : IlThe engra.ved blocks are noiv in our hands,
having been executed with great despatch and fidelity by the Mass Engraving
Companiy, New Y"ork. Ail wvho have scen proofs of theni consider these
portraits highly satisfactory." This stateinent may have led those of aur
readers who have neyer seen the Professors of this College, to infer that they
are Iooking upon fairly good likenesses of these gentlemen when examining
our p)ortraits. We are sorry to say that an engraving, which when stamped
on fine paper withi the best of ink, produces an excellent protrait; when
stamped on such paper and with such ink as are ordinarily used in printing,
makes rather a woe-begone lookirig portrait. This accaunts for the unsatis-
factory appearance of our Portrait Gallery.

Our publishers of course maintain that we are to ujiame, as we shou]d have
stated that ive wanted the work done on better paper and with better ink.
WTe, on the other hand, are inclined ta shift. the blame over on to, their shoulders
again, as wve do not pretend, to understand their work, and think they should
have let us know that, such and such were required in order to produce the
effect we soniuch desired. Howýeverwe suppose we must carry our share at
least of the burden; and ive ivould therefore, apologize ta our Professors for
our failure, and ta our readers for disappointing them, in the illustrated part
of our Biographical sketches.

J3IOGRAPHICAL SKETCH.
REV. PROF. ScRiMGicER., M.A.

The Rev. John Scrimger, M.A., Professor of Exegeties and Sacred Litera-
ture in the Presbyterian College, Montreal, wvas born in Gait, iii Western
Ontario, in 1849. H-e received bis prelirninary training in the weIl-known
Institute of that town, under the tuition of Dr. Tassie, of wvhose thoroughness
as a teacher, and kindliness as a personal friend he retains a lively remenr
brance. lie matriculated in Toronto University in î8('S, takzing a seholar-
ship an entrarice of $i 2o, and in each succeeding year of his University course
flot only a scholarship, but several prizes also gave ample testimony of bis
ability and industry. He graduated in i869 with first rank honors and silver
medals in two departments, namely, Metaphysies and Modern Languages.
lie alrso won the U3niversity Literary Society prize for public speaking. He
at once accepted an appointment as teacher of Modem Languages in
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