
a t__ __________

THE 0. A. C. REVIEW

*hireil mîani theY iheiselves, have
formed ti1w habit of working fron, de,
light uniil tlark, or later, and cxli et
t heir men to wiirk t hose hours also
and sornetilues without hoiidays. Be-
'ides this, th iîîluloy lalior du ring
eigh t or iine inilis of the ycar ()nil,.
or mwil I lay 1iract ical Iy nothi ng for
laisîr during the winter months. This.
if ci n rse, canses ulich iicontet
iiiong thle farn laliorers, who usuaily
eu la te t he exaîîipie of t he farmers-
souis anîî wend titeir way citywarcl.
Before th lfarniers cani hope to olitain<
a sufficien t sul)1îîly <if cîînipliten t lalîîr,
die:. nîiust, iii sîîîît way, uîlerate their
itIisi liessi s su as io ernploy t hat lalior
iluriiîg ail tweive nîîînths of the year.
As ;in inidlucenient iii marrieul mnit tii
I ittotie fariî lalîlrers, t he erectioin <<f
cîîinfuîrtale cottages, where le>' may
hav e homties oif t heir ow n. is to lic adl-
voited. However, in a great nianv'
instatnces, even th<îîgh the farnit r
offers an attractive yearly wage, la-
liorers ca ntît lic lersuaded to work
ijuisiuie the limits of the City', even
thuiugh they nîay lie out of wîirk andî
ulepenîîing uliot charity for their ex-
istence. %V'ere thuise who so earnestly
advocate a liack iii the land" move-
niueit of farin owners, omn account <if the
high prices oif food stuffs, tii ilev<itc
ilîcir attentioîn tut the lîreaking (lown
of the labuurer's 1îrejuilice against work
ii the coi.try, the ulesired results

would lie achieved in a nianner nure
advalitageous to ail cuincerneci.

The most potent factor in the cause
îîf the lîigh cost of living, in O>ntario,
is nuit, h<iwever, rural depopulation or
the scarciîy of laho)r. It is the lack of
marketing facilities. It is wcll knîîwn
throughout the Province that the
fariner makcs as rnuch or inarc money
during a ycar of general Io,
production in his part of the
country, than during a ycar of gen-

crai high pîroîduction, utihile thle lirice
tu, t he coîsiimer is nuit inateriali y al-
tere(l. This mtatenet tnay seeti, oni
first thiîukht, scarcely reasonalile, iîuî
when we cîtusitier that îluring a year <if
general high pîrodîuctioîn, niany crolîs
are nîît wortli harvesting anîî are aI-
loscd tii waste upon the fieldls, we cati
cuinceive tif the possilîility oif sjuch a
cîiniilin. The keynuite of the situa-
titîn i,, 'inefficient distribuntiont. - Her,-
in lies t

he truc task tif those seeking tii
iuîwer t, e cost oif fondîî prod ucts. I i is
a consu, cr's prolîleî,î as nîuch as a
priiducer's. U'onstiniem's' ('o.uîlerative
Societies, acting in cuinjunictioît with
Farniers' ('0-tperative Societies, culî
(Io nîuch tii renîieîi tibis cvii, reducing
the cîîst tii the conusumer anti increas-
ing the lîrice tii the fariner. But,
as was statel l)rcviiiusly, inixesi farîîî-
ing is the inost ilifficuit business tii
aîlapt tii (o-îîpcrat ive niet hodîs.
Soiîcies which hanîlie a diversity <if
articles cannot operate su,,cessfuiiy,,
and hence, it is 'îeccssary ti' forni
scl),ratc stîcieties foîr the haîîdling <if
the various loinds of farin lroduets.
Co-opcration is, hîiwever, cîîming tii
the fore in this Province; it is yct in
its infancy. but is priising satisfactory
in many instances, and to what extent
it ina> priive applicabîle to our coindi-
tions is nîît easy tii predict.

Anîîther handicap to Ontario's
mixeul fariîng is iack of capital and
the total abisence of a ('redit Systein.
It is true that our itanki wilil an moncy
to farmers, if their security be sufficient
itut their rates of interest are such as to
make this systein of credit absolutely
prohibitive. Co-operation only wiii
supply a renîedy for this much-feit
want. It has ilone so succcssfully in
Europcan coitries, anul tan do so in
()ntario, when it has become firmiy
estaiilished throughout the Province.
The advent of truc Co-opcration, with


