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PLEASANT HOURS.

OREAT BRITAIXM.

RELATIVE S8IZE OF NAVIES OF
THE WORLD.

Tins picturs brings out very strikingly
the superiority of the navy of Great
Britaw to that of all other countries. The
stalwart marine who lead. _the procession
o typo of British superiovity on tho
seas,  But still more atriking than this is
the supremacy of the British commercial
nuvy,  Her consuls aro in overy port, her
ships are on every sea, her iag tloats in
overy breeze that blows and is every-
where the sign of procperity and progress,
Secure from mvasion in her **tight httlo
island,” and protected, as Burke has s:;id,
by ** those ancient and unsubsidized allies,
the winds and waves that guard her coast,”
she makes the sea a highway for her trado
and conmperceto all the world - Itasgreatly
(o o advantage of the United States that
her isolated pusition in this western con-
tment has made it unnecessary to have
vither an army or navy worth the nume—
anly some 25,000 soldicrs, aud some dozen
of war vessels.  Britain's superiority at
soa is not purchasced without heavy cost to
t .o nation, as many of her ships cost over
£1,000,000 sterling cach, and some of the
largest two or three millions. But they
are a sort of police of the scas and in the
presont state of the world are necessary
or the protection of her far extended
commerce and hor many colonies through-
out the world.

OCEAN 10EBERGS.

DuniNg a recent passago of tho steamer
Helvetia from Antwerp to New York, the
wind blowing a nice breczo from tho west-
ward, a sudden change in the temperature
was noticed.  An hour before the weather
was quite sultry, awnings being spread fore
and aft; but at about three o'clock in the
afternvon, although the sun was <shining
brilliantly, a cold blast. from the north west
setin.  The mpidity of the change from a
sweltering sumina day to an Arcetic frost
natarlly caused considerable amazement,
espeanlly among the greenet mebers of
the crew. The more experienced knew
what was comung ; and when the cry was
heard of ** leebergs on the starbaand Low 1™
followed immediately by notification that
others wore visible on the pot side, the
mystery was explained. Then, right in the
track of vessels, were scen mmonstrous
mountains of ice, some of them pure white,
others crossed in many directions by bruad
atripes of blue. Some of them were two
hundred feet high and one thousand fect
long.  Thore were at Ieast thivty of then,
oxtending for many miles.  The sea bivke
against them, forcing torrents of spray
up tho steep acclivities of their sides. The
rays of the sun had melted tho upper sur-
.fiio of n:;gx of them iﬁf the mostffnnciful

imaginary likenesses of crx
dimndcutleaoo d bo traced in m
more to the lines of tho heat.
treama of water in picturesque cascades
weare flowing down into tho sca, and the
hugo majestic masses secmed to bo moving
slowly to the south-cast Tho Helretia
ssed noar enough tc. soveral of them to
istinguish plainly tho noise of the waves
as they broko againat the rugged sides of
the berg. .As night closed in, and tho
moon arose, the sight was indeed beautiful,
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LESSON NOTES.
THIRD QUARTER.

STODIKS IN THK BOOK OF ACTS.

A.D. 30.) LESSON L (July 3.

TUR ASCENSJON OF CHRIST.

Actsl, 1.12, Memory verses, 8:11.

Gorpex TexT.

When he bad spoken these things, while
they beheld, he was taken up; arnd a clond
received him out of their sight.—Acts 1. 9.

Cexrtiatn Trurh.

Tho Jesus who lived and taught on earth
is still our Saviour and Lord in heaven.

INTRODUCTION,

Jesus was crucified on Friday, Aptil 7,
He rose Sunday, April 9, and then for forty
days appeared to the disciples on various oc-
casions, teaching them and fitting them for
the great work of founding the Church, The
lesson to-day reviews thess forty days, and
givea an account of Jesus’ last words on earth,

Hxrrs Ovze Haxd Pricss.

Former treatise —The Gospel of Luke,
Shewed Aimself alive—He appeared ten or
twelve times. Infallile proofe—He ate and
drapk and walked and talked with them.
They could not be mistaken, 7As promise o‘/
the Father—The Holy Spirit, the sum of all
the promises. (See Joel 2, 28,29 ; Isa. 44. 3.)
Not many days—Ten days. Come together—
At Jerusalem, or on the Mount of Olives,
where he led them from Jerusalem. (Luke
24. 50, 51.) Restore again—They were look-
ing for the promised time when all the world
should be subject to the Jews, and the rei
of peace and of God should come to all the
world. In his own —Under his own
authonrity. God controls, and he only knows.
IHe was taken up—His last act and words
were of blessing. (Luke 24. 50, §1.) T'wo
men—Angels. (Luke 24, 4, with Matt. 28,
2.5.) Jesus. . ., shall g0 come—]t is not
stated wlicn this will be, but the fact is cer-
tain. Jt shows thagy Jesus still lives—the
same Jexos as he was here; the same in
his nature, his love, his power. We worship
a hving and not a dead Saviour. Sablath
day's journey —‘F'wo thousand cubits—thrce-
fourths of a mile.

Find in this lesson— *°

The proof that Jesus is still living.

Two protnises from God.

What we all most need.

What woe should all be.

Revigw Exerciss,

1. How long did Jesus remain on carth
after his resurrection? ¢ Forty days” 2
How did ho prove that he was alive? *Ho
appeared cloven times in various places; ate,
drank, spoke, and was touched by his disci-
ples.” 3. \What then took place? *“ He as-
cended to heaven.” 4. From what place?
‘“From Mount Olivet.” 5. What did the
disciples do? ¢ They waited in Jerusalem for
tho promise of the Father.”

CATECHISM QUESTION.

28, What benefits do Christ's people receive
from him at death?

Their souls immediately pass into the pres-
cuce of the Lord, whilo their bodies reat in
their graves till the resurrection.

Having the desiro to depart and be with
Christ.—Philippians 1. 23. *

UNITED BTATES,

AUSTRIA.

GRRMANY.

Canada.
BY WILLIAM H. ROSEVEAR,

Hai, Canada, hiome of the free!

long may thy flag with Britain'y wave
O'er tho fair land, whoso liberty

Has nd'er been marred by foot of slave,

A glorious heritage is thino—
f noble deeds and lofty aime—
Souice of a power almost divine
To inapire the sou) with patriotic flame ;

Herocs alike who battles gained,
Or for United Empire, lost,

Who naught but loyalty retained,
And for thy flag the border crossed.

0, patriot hosts! your fame how fair !
Brightening as agoe on age wollson ;

Be o to guard, with grateful care,
The treasures by your conflicts won.

Endowed with full self-government,

Vast realins whose bounds threcoccans lave;
Thy task their grand development,

What more can nation have?

On cvery sen, by cvery coast,
Thy shipa sail forth, fair climes to greet ;
Of rank the third thy seamen boaat -
In wide world’s merchant flcot.

Free to ratain the anclent tie—

Love's golden link —to Britain’s throne,
For which thy patriots dared to die:

Yet {ree to.atand alone, :

" Consclous of manhood's ripeniog power,”

The heroes of thy storied past
Are reproduced in danger’s hour,
Whea sweeps rebellion’s blaat,

Yes, ’mid the leaden storm, thy call
Fired loyal souls, like flaming torch ;
Victors to be, or nobly fall—
Witness their charge, Ratochal

Self-sacrificing, valiant, strong

To guard with life their country's fame 3
What nobler traits to those belong

Who boast a nation's name?

0 Canada, speed on thy course

True to thy past ; bid changelings wais
'Tul} federation's growing force

"Unites an empire great.

For Britain shall her lustro shed
On myriad states in compact bound,
Not colonies, but empire, spread
Wheérever British hearts are found.

In that grand phalanx, thine shall be
A foremost place, high in esteem;

And thy brave scns shall glory sce,
Surpassing far their proudest dream.

0 Canada, thy destiny

Of splendour may thy stateamen find,
Pledge of the comin;z harmony,

*Lhe federation of mankind 1

BIRD LITE IN WINTER.

How do birds obtain their food supplies
for the winter, is a question we have often

thought upon. It isindeed surprisin

that .
during the long viinter scason, wit.g the WILLIAM BR
ground much of the time covered with
snow, and hard frost everywhere, they
should be able to keep them alive uatil the
It is to bo remembered, too, that
t consumers,
The amount of food taken by them sur-

spring.
most all the birds are

passes, in proportion to their own woig
that of all other creatures whose habits
familiar to us, unless indeed some speq
of inseets bo an oxception, K
By far the greater number of our bi
aro but summer visitors {0 our wintry
mates.  Thoy como during the season wl
food is plenty, build their nests and ry
their ioung, and in the fall go off again

their haunts in far-away southern or
ons, of them, indeed, goly
beyond the United Statea in their sum

visits, penetra far into the north
regions of British Amerios, as in the
again the{)oloek retreats far beyond
southern borders of our ocountry. By
many other birds remain with us dury
all the winter, no matfer how severs
cold may be. Among these are the quj
the pheasant—the latter now rare.in
more populated countries—the blue jay
fow spocies of woodpeckors, and nume
others; among the mt, the now unive
English sparrow, The last named «
secure food wherever larger animals,
horses, are found ; but the others must ¢
tain their sustenance from thoe bark of tx
or shrub, from seeds upon-the dried stalf
of weeds, or from tho surface of the fro
earth.  Occasionally birds frozen to de
are found ; but it is a causo for surpr
that they are so few. Tho freezing doub
less often occurs as a rosult of hunger,
vitahty goi. £ too low to resist the picrd
power of cold. Lo
The fact that the birds are fed and s
tained during the winter is one of the ti
nuarvels of nature. To our human ¢
there aro but slight supplies in sight ; b
in the great storchouse of God, whose
sonrees are often invisible to our eys
thereare supplies provided for them, Jesy
in his beautiful sermoen on the mount, ta
us how it is. ‘‘Behold thoe fowls of 4
air," he sd, *for they sow not, noitherd
they reap, nor gather into barns ; yet yo
heavenly Father feedeth them.”  And
also, but by other meaus, he provides
us. 3
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A THINO i3 nmover too often ropes)
which is never sufficiently learned. §
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LOOK HERE! LOOK HERS

I

TRERE is & book we want every boy
and girlin Canada to read. It is Pans
new Temperance storyy John Remin
ton, Martyr, and a-grand and interes
ing story it is. :

Boys.and girls ! if you read this notic
ask your parents to buy the book "
you, and read it aloud while you ga »
round. Ask your teacher t,o,lmvc:
placed in the school library. The- .;'.
sclls at 70 cents, postpaid. It isd
beautiful book, in large, clu.r type f
handsome binding. - 98
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