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1 have visited the 1Indians at Island
Lake since 1 wvrote you îast. The
trip occupied a littie over fifteen days,
including three days visit at Iland
Lake. The journey wvas îiot an
unpieasant one, if 1 except " Mossy
Portage," %vhich is about tîvo miles
long, a nd for the mnost part ancie-deep
ivith water and mnire, %vith an oc-
casional " blind plunge, nîiaking one
involuntarily institute coniparisons be-
tween h;imseif and Christian in the
" SIoughi of Despond." But after
safeiy t..ssing tii eha on
,raid, us fo scenery, which soon

repad usforail our toil. Manitou
Lakahikun (God's Lake) lies nearly
south of Oxford House, and is a
beau-tifuil expanse of wvate-. The
upper part of it (wvhicli iay on our-
route) is everywhere dotted %vith
rock- islands, oniy partialiy covcred
w'ith vegetation-as if these iordly
rocks had entercd a protest against
bcing invested withi suchi perishiable
gar'nents. At the southern end of
this lakec is the famnous Manito-Opahi,
or, Spirit's Crossing. It consists of a
narrow chiannel, or rather two chan-
neis, ivhich conncct the soutiiern
extren-ity w-ith the main body of the
lake. The Indians believe that at
certain seasons the Kichie-Mvanito
(Great Spirit) crosses over fromi one
side to the other. The river con-
necting this lake with Island Lake, is
an ahinost continuous succession of
rapids, mnost of whici can be ri
with the canoe. Island Lake is, as
its namne implies, a lake fuit of isiands
-islands of ail shapes and sizes, pre-
senting a niost roînantic appearance.
If it were somnewhere else it would
be a miost desirabie place to live. As
it is, however, I think it is notidestined
ever to become one of the -tworld's
"busy haunts."

I arrived at the post late on Satur-
day niglit, and found that the Indians
wiere anxiously iwaiting for me. Some

of thein wîho came down %vith the
boat I hiad already seen at Oxford,'
and these had probabiy excited an
increased interest in the minds of the
rest. he>' have, however, been long
waiting for the Ayueliavikeinou. 1
hieid three services on each of the
three days that I remained withi them.
Thecy were very attentive, and exceed-
ingl>ý anxious to Iearn the saving ti-ath
of the gospel. I aiso talked person-
aily withi the mien. All expressed a
desire to becoie Christians; but those
îvho hiad more than one wife did not
feel like putting' awvay aIt but one just
now. Somec of thein said they %vouid
try to arrange for putting themn away
during the year, so that by next soin-
nier, if I ani perrnitted to visit them,
(abs ihope to do) they wvould be ready
to beginii i real earnest to ie good.
Timose tlîat have oniy one %vife are
moire hopefol. There are in al], 69
naines of hutnters on the EuIdson Bay
Company's books. 0f these, 14 are
young mien ; 32 have but one wife
cacih; 2o have twvo ivives cach ; and
three have three wvives each. It %vili
be miost difficult to establish a mission
amiong tiiem on accourit of thecir
wandering- habits,-and wvander it
seemns th ey miust, in order to get a
livingl. But I think if a good native
teacher (a young m1an il ouid be pre-
ferabie), in whose hieart there ivas a
reizi lo%,e for souls, couid be sent
aniong themii, to ii e Nvith theni m iove
when they mioi e, and camp wiîen
they camp-great good mighc 1e clone
ainorag themn. Iaving closely ex\ar-
ined those %% ho wished to be baptized,
I foîmnd 42 whom 1 cieemecd, under the
existing circuinstances, fit subjects of
that hioiy r-ite. 38 children were also
baptized ; and 14 couples mnaried.
Who ivili comne to care for and feed
this littie fiock? O thou Great Shep
herd of the sheep, thrust out more
into the world's %vild wilderness to
" feed Thy iambs !"»


