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poses of Omnipotence, and in harmony with its
owa principles. Ify before, it had been hampered
with formns, customs, and corruptions, at every ef-
fort which it now makes to mave, some portion of
these old incrustations of evil fall off; a desire to
advance atight sends it to consult the word of God §
a concern to retrieve its past indolence fills it with
a zeal that calls on ¢ all men everywhere to re-
pent ;7 the conversions which ensue furuish it
with the neaus of enlerging its sphere of activity,
‘The existence of all this both proves the presence
of the Divine Spirit in the midst of ity and leads
it to earnest cties for still larger effusions of his
influence 5 and thas, by action and reaction, an
increase of its prosperity leads to importunate
prayer for larger impartations of the Spirit, and
arger impartations_of’ the Spirit nceessarily pro-
duce an increase of divine prosperity.

Brethren, look at the Chiistians and Christian
denominations of Britain at present 3 and say, what
but their activity for God, and the salutary effests
of that activity on themselves, constitute the sign
and means of their visible prospetity? Take
away this, and what single feature would remain
on which the spiritual e%-e could rest with plea-
sae? Theirorthodoxy? That would be their
condemnation ; for, if their creed be seriptural,
activity for Gud is necessary, if only to make
them consistent with themselves, The numbers
they include?  The world outnuinbers them 3 and
it is only by their agsiessive activity, blessed by
God, that they can hope to keep their dispropor-
tion from increasing, ~Their liberality 2 Apart
from this Christian activity, where would he the
calls on that liberality t It is thie which brings
it into exercise, and by exercise augments it,
Their union with each other? ‘T'his activity for
enlarginz the kingdom of Christ is almost the on-
iy bond which, at present, does unite them ; take
away this, and alinost the last ligament of their
cisille union would be snapped. ~Their spirit of
prayer? That has been called into exercise al-
most entitely by means of their Christian activi-
ty ; for, feeling the utterinsufliciency of their own
cadeavoutrs, they have eamestly enireated God to
mabe bare his arm In their hehalf.

Their aggressive spirit, then, in the cause of
human salvation, whether at home or abroad,
forns, at present, the principle sign and means of
their visible prosperity. Amidst scenes of politi-
cal strife, it haa brought to them visions of aking-
dom which is not of this world, Amidst scenes
of ecclusiastical discord, it has provided one stan-
dard, around which all can rally azainst the com-
mon foe. Amidst the icy selfishness of the world
around, it has catled forth warm streams of Chris-

tian liberality. It has given employment to en. |

ergies which would otherwise have been wasted
inthe arena of anzry controversy. 1t has yivena
heart to the chuxaz, stirred its deepest sympathies
for the world, brought large rccessions {0 itsnum-
bers, enlerged its views, and Lrightened its vi-
sions, of the reiga of Christ, illed many of its
m‘:cr_s with a sense of sclf-dissatisfaction of ut-
. dependence on God, of aching want and crav-
desire for something more,and something bet-
ter, than it yet possesses ; so that its loudest pray-
ers are prayers for the promised outpouring of the
Holy Spirit: from all of which we infer, that a
full retum in faith and prayer to the aggressive
design of the Christian church, would be a full re-
tumn to its first prosperity.
(To be conlinued.)

SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS.

Caws, asmall town of Galilee, siluated on a
gentle eminence to the west of Capernaum. This
circumstance distinctly proves how accurately the
writings of the evangelists correspond with the
gogn{hy and present appearance of the country.

ue ruler of Cepernaum, whose child was danger-
ourly ill, besought Jesus to come down and hea!
his son. (John iv. 47-51.) About a quarter of 2
mile from the small and ponr village, (for such it
now is,) on the road from Nazarcth, there is a well
of delicions water close to the road, whence all
the water is taken for the sapply of the inhahit-
ants. At this well, which is supplicd by springs
from the mountains zhant two mircs distant, it s
wsual for pilgrims to halt, as heing the source of
the water which our Saviour, by his first public
miracle, converted into wine. (John ii. 11.) In
consequence of: this miracle, both the Christian
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gular notion that, by drinking copiously of the wa-
ters of this spring, intoxication is produced, This
place is called Cana of Galilee, to distinguish it
from Cana, or Kanah, (Josh. aix. 28,) which be-
longed to the tribo of Asher, and was situated in
the vicinity of Sidon. Here are suewn the rins
of a church, which is said to have been clected
by the Empress Helena, over the apot where the
marriage feast was held.

e ————————————e et
ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.

CHRISTIAN DISPENSATION.

{[conTiNUED.]

Tus accession of Constantine the Great to the
throne of the Roman world, in A.D. 306, and his
subsequent conversion to Christianity, {crminated
the pagan persecutions, and brought days of prace
and 3ecurity to the church,  About this time (says
Mosheim,) Comtantine the Great, who had ti-
thetto discovered no religious principles ol any
kind, embraced Christianity, in consequence, as
it is said, of a miraculous cross, which appeared
to him in the air, as he was marching towards
Rome, to attack Maxentius. But that this extra-
ordinary event was the teason of his conversion,
ir a matter that hus never yet been placed in such
a light, as to dispel all doubts and difficulties.
For the first edict of Constantine in favour of the
Chiistians, and many other circumstances thit
might be here alleged, show, indecd, that he was
wc%l disposcd to them and to their woiship, but
are no proof that he looked upon Christianity as
the only true religion: which, however, would
have been the natural effect of a miraculous con-
version. It appears evident, on the contrary, that
ihis emperor consider the other relizions, and par-
ticularly that which was handed down from the
ancient Romans, as also true, and useful to man-
kind 3 and declared it as his intention and desire,
that they should all be exercised and professed in
the empite, leaving to each individual the liber-
ty of adhering to that which he thousht the best.
Constantine, it is true, did not ramain always in
this state of indifference.  In process of tine, he
acquired more extensive views of the exccllence
anuj importance of the Christian religion, and gra-
dually arrived at an entire persuasion of its bear-
ing, alonc, the sacred marks of celestial truth,
and of a divine origin. -lle was convinced of the
falsehood and impiety of all other relizious insti-
tutions ; and, actinﬁ in consequence of this con-
viction, he exhorted carnestly all his subjects to
embrace the gospel; and, at length, cmployed all
the force of his authority 1n the abolition of the an-
cient superstition. It is not, indeed, easy, nor
perha ible, to fix precisely the time when
the religious seatiments of Constantine were so
far changed as to render all religions but that of
Chuist, the objects of his aversion. All that we
know, with cerlainty, conceming this matter, is,
that this change was first published to the world
by the laws and edicts which this emperor issued
out in the year 321, when, after the defeat and
death of Licinius, he reigned, without a colleague,
sole lord of the Roman empire.  His designs, how-
cver, with respect to the aholition of the ancient
religion of the Romans, and the tolerating no other
form of worship butthe Christian, were only made
known towards the latter part of his life, by the
edicis he issued out for destroying the heathen
temples, and prohibiting sacrifices.

The sincerily of Constantine’s zeal for Chris.
tianity can scarcely be donbted, unless it be mzin-
tained that the outward actions of men are ia no
degree a proof of their inward sentiments. It
maust, iniced, be confessed, that the life and ac-
tions of {his prince were not such as the Chaistian
religion demands (rom those who profess o believe
in its sublime doctrines. Itis ggxo cerfain that,
from his conversion to the last petiod of his life,
he continucd in_the state of a catechumen, and
was not received hy baptism into the number of
the faithful, until a few days before his death,
when that sacred tite was administered to him at
Nicomedia, by FEusebius, bishop of that place.
But ucither of these circumstances ave sufficient
to prove that he was not entirely persnaded of the
divinity of the Christian religion, ot that his pro-
fession of the gospel twas an act of pure dissimu-
lation. For it was a custom with man{, in this
century, to put off their baptism to the last hour:
that thus, immediately afterreceiving by this rite

and Tutkish inhabitants of Cana cherish the sin-

the remission of their sins, they might ascend,
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pure and spotless, to the mansions of life and im-
mortality,  Norare the crimes of Constantine any
proof of the insincerity of his profession, sintce no-
thing is more evudent, thou=h it be stranue and
unaccountable, than that many who beliave, in
the finnest manner, the tuuth and divinity of the
gospely vet violate its laws by repeated tiansgres-
sions, and live in contradiction to their own in-
ward pinciples.  Another question, of a ditferent
nature, might be proposed here, viz, Whether.
maotives of a worlilly kind did not contribute, in a
certain measure, to give Christianity, in the es-
teem of Constantine, a preference to all other reli-
gious systems ? It is, indeed, prabable, that this
piince perceived the admirable tendency of the
Christian doctrine and precepts to promote the
stability of government, by preseiving the citizens
in their obedicnce to the reigning powers, and in
the practice of those virtues that render a state
happy.  And he must naturally have observed,
how defuctive the Roman superstition was in this
important point.

‘The doubts and difficulties that naturally arise
in the mind concerning the miracutous cross that
Constantine solemnly declared he had seen, ahout
noon, in the 2ir, ate many and considerable. It
is casy, indeed, to refute the opinion of those who
look upon this prodigy as a cunning fiction, in-
vented by the emperor to animate lus troops in the
ensuing battle, or who consider the narration as
wholly fubulous. The sentiment, also, of those,
who ninagine that this pretended cress was no
more than a natural phenomenon in a solar halo,
is perhaps more ingentous, than solid and convin-
cing. Nor, in the tiurd place, do we thing it suf-
ficiently proved, that the divine power interposed
here to confitm the wavering fuith of Constantine
by a stupendous miracle. The only hypothesis,
then, which remains, is, that we consider this fa-
mous cross 2s a vision presented to the emperor in
a dream, with the remarkable inscription, Mac
VINCE, i, e. In this conquer ; and this latter opi-
nion is maintained by authors of considerable
weight,

After the death of Constantine, which happen-
ed in the year 337, his three sons, Constantine 11,
Conslantius, and Constans, were, in consequence
of his appointment, put in possession of the em~
pire, and were all saluted as empetors and Au-
gusti by the Roman senate. There were yet liv-
ing two Lrothers of the late emperor, viz. Cone
stantius Dalmatius and Julius Coostantius, and
they had several sons. These the sons of Cone
stantine ordered to be put to death, lest their ame
bitious views should excite troubles inthe empire ;
and they all fell victims to this barbarous order,
except Gallus and Julian, the sons of Julius Con=~
stantius, the latler of whom rose afterwards to the
imperial dignity. The dominions allotted to Con-
stautine were Biitain, Gaul, and Spain; but he
did not possess them long—for, having inade him-
self mester, by force, of several places belonging
to Constang, this occasioned a-war between the
two brothers, in the ycar 310, in which Constan~
tine lost his life. Constans, who had received at
first, for his portion, lllyricum, laly, and Africa,
added now the dominions of the deceased prince
to his own, and thus became sole master ofall the
westein provinces. He remained in saion
of this vast territory until the year 350, when be
was cruclly assassinated by the orders of Magnen~
tius, one of his commanders, who had revolted,
and declared himself emperor. Magnentius, in
his turn, met with the fate he deserved; trans~
ported with sage and despaistat bis it success in
the war against Constantius, and :\pgtehending
the most terrible and ignominiouns death from the
just resentment of the conqueror, he lzid violent
hands upon himself. Thus Constantius, who had,
hefore this, possessed the provinces of Asia, Sy-
1ia, and Egypt, became, in the {car 333, sole lord
of the Roman empite, which-de ruled until the
year 361, wiien he died at Mopsucrenc, ou the
horders of Cilicia, as he was marching ‘against
Julian. None of these three brothers 'P;.nmd
the spirit and genius of their father. ey all,
indeed, fol owed hiz example, in continning to ab~
rozate and effuce the ancient supcrstitions of the
Romans, and other idolatrous natioas, tnd to ac-
celerate the progress of the Christian religion
thrdughout the empire. This zeal was, vio dou
laudable; its end was excellent; but, in the
means used to accomplish it, there were many
things worthy of blame.

The floutishing progress of the Christian reli-

gion was greatly interrupted, and the church re.



